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SANJIO EP-I 20.05.2026
NEW PM ITALY VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi held delegation-level talks with Italian
Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni in Rome today, aiming to further strengthen
India-Italy bilateral relations across key sectors. The meeting focused on
boosting cooperation in trade, investment, technology, defence, clean
energy, and strategic partnerships. Both leaders also discussed regional
and global developments of mutual interest. The talks reflected the
growing strategic partnership between India and Italy, with an emphasis
on expanding economic collaboration and people-to-people ties.

Following the delegation-level talks, both leaders delivered a
joint press statement. Prime Minister Modi announced that India
and Italy have decided to upgrade their bilateral relationship to a
Special Strategic Partnership. He said the India-Italy Joint
Strategic Action Plan 2025-2029 provides a practical and
futuristic framework for bilateral ties. Mr Modi said both sides
held extensive discussions on enhancing cooperation and are
working on establishing an India-Italy Innovation Centre. He said
the India-Italy Defence Industrial Roadmap has paved the way
for co-development and co-production of military hardware. As
maritime powers, he said, India and Italy will work together on
shipping, port modernisation, logistics, and the blue economy.

Mr Madi said India and Italy have remained in constant
contact regarding Ukraine, West Asia, and other global tensions.
Reiterating India’s position on international conflicts, he said all
issues should be resolved through dialogue and diplomacy. Mr
Modi also said both countries are united in viewing terrorism as a
serious threat to humanity and noted that their joint efforts
against terror financing have set an important global example. He
added that responsible democracies must not only condemn
terrorism but also take concrete steps to dismantle its financial
networks.

Highlighting economic cooperation, Mr Modi said Italy is
known globally for design and precision, while India is recognised
as a powerhouse of scale, talent, and affordable innovation. He
said both countries will move forward with the principle of
“Design and Develop in India and Italy and Deliver for the World.”
He also noted that bilateral ties have gained new momentum,



direction, and confidence under the leadership of Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni.

Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni said India and Italy are elevating
ties to a Special Strategic Partnership and added that bilateral relations are
now capable of realising their fullest potential. She said the friendship
between the two countries is based on respect and mutual trust. Ms Meloni
stressed the importance of ensuring freedom of navigation in the Indo-
Pacific region and said both sides deliberated extensively on strengthening
India-Italy ties.

Mr Modi appreciated Italy’s support for stronger India-Europe
engagement and highlighted the importance of cooperation in emerging
technologies, manufacturing, and sustainable development. The leaders
reaffirmed their commitment to deepening diplomatic and economic
relations while enhancing collaboration on global challenges and security
issues.

<<<>>> Bhupendra/PMO "X"/NET/CB/1722

GAURAV DP-1 20.05.2026

PREZ- IAS OFFICER
President Droupadi Murmu today said that to achieve the goal of a
‘Viksit Bharat” and take society to the pinnacle of progress, officers will
often have to move forward by striving against the tide. She said this after
a group of IAS officers from the 2024 batch called on her at Rashtrapati
Bhavan today. The President said, the young officers will have the unique
opportunity to work in diverse fields and head teams of experts in
specialised areas. Ms Murmu said refraining from making a decision does
not constitute morality. She emphasised that taking the right decisions in
alignment with public interest and established order represents the true
essence of morality.
<><>ANKIT/ADITYA/1411 HRS

SANJIO EP-1II 20.05.2026
REV WHO - EBOLA VIRUS
The World Health Organisation (WHO) today said that the risk of



spread of the Ebola virus in Congo and Uganda is high at national
and regional levels, but low at the global level. WHO has declared the
Ebola outbreak a public health emergency of international concern,
requiring a coordinated response. WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said So far 51 cases have been confirmed in Congo's northern
provinces of Ituri and North Kivu, as well as two in Uganda. He added
there are almost 600 suspected cases and suspected deaths. The risk
assessment came as the leader of the WHO team in Congo said the
outbreak, which has led to 134 suspected deaths, could last at least
another two months as aid efforts intensified on to stem the spread.
<><><> RUPESH/PTI/1742

SANJIO EP-I 20.05.2026
PRADHAN-NEET SECURITY

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has stressed on the
need for heightened vigilance and foolproof security arrangements to
ensure a safe, secure and fair conduct of the upcoming NEET-UG Re-
Examination. Mr Pradhan said this while chairing a high-level review
meeting with Central Security and Intelligence Agencies in New Delhi
today. During the meeting, serious concerns were also raised over the
growing spread of misinformation related to competitive examinations
through anonymous online groups. Taking cognizance of the issue, Mr
Pradhan directed a focused crackdown on such networks, including
proactive identification, blocking and takedown of channels spreading fake
information. The Minister emphasised that social media platforms must
work in close coordination with the Ministry of Education, National Testing
Agency and law enforcement agencies to curb misinformation swiftly and
protect the integrity of the examination system.

<><>SHIVANG/DIPENDRA/1726

SANJIO EP-I 20.05.2026
RAJNATH- LEE YONG-CHUL

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today met South Korean Minister for
Defense Acquisition Program Administration, Lee Yong-chul in Seoul. In a
social media post, Mr Singh said that during the meeting both sides agreed



to harness the symbiotic efforts to create avenues for Joint Development,
Joint Production and Joint Exports. He added that the roadmap to unlock
the potential of the ambitious KIND-X initiative to synergise the innovation
ecosystems of two countries was also deliberated.

<<<>>> SHIVANG/ANKIT/ 1623 HRS

SANJIO::LAXMI EP-I
20.05.2026
EVE ONOE - JPC GUJARAT
The Gujarat government supports One Nation One Election bill. The
Joint Parliamentary Committee on One Nation One Election held
discussions with a delegation of various political parties in Gandhinagar on
the second day today. During this, the state's Deputy Chief Minister Harsh
Sanghvi said that the Gujarat government also presented a detailed
presentation before committee explaining the benefits of One Nation One
Election.
Byte: Harsh Sanghvi, Deputy Chief Minister
Meanwhile, political parties including the Congress opposed One
Nation One Election and presented their responses before the committee.
<>MAYUR SOLANKI/AHMEDABAD/MAIL/1734

SANJIO EP-1 20/05/2026
GADKARI-HINDI COMMITTEE

Union Road, Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari today
chaired a Hindi Advisory Committee meeting of the Ministry in New Delhi.
In a social media post, Mr Gadkari said that Hindi is not merely a language
as it serves as a powerful medium for uniting the nation. The Union
Minister said that its endeavor is to ensure that the maximum work of the
Ministry is conducted in simple, accessible, and practical Hindi. Mr Gadkari
added that with the increasing utilization of technology and digital
platforms, it is imperative that the usage of Hindi also expands rapidly. He
said that Hindi should be employed in a simple language, one that truly
belongs to the common people, rather than being perceived as a difficult



language. He informed that the Ministry is laying special emphasis on
making available information on its official website, social media content,
signage, notifications, and public interest in Hindi. Mr Gadkari underlined
that it is a collective responsibility to promote Hindi as a link language,
while respecting the other languages of the country. Union Minister of
State Harsh Malhotra also attended the meeting.

<><>ANAND/RISHU/1731



