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COUNTING
All preparations are in place for counting of votes for the Assembly elections in four states-
West Bengal, Keralam, Tamil Nadu, Assam-and the Union Territory of Puducherry to take
place today. Voting for all 126 seats in Assam, 140 in Keralam and 30 seats in Puducherry
was held on the 9th of April. Polling for all 234-Assembly constituencies in Tamil Nadu and for
the first phase in West Bengal, covering 152 seats was held on the 23rd of April. Voting for
the second phase in West Bengal took place on the 29th of last month for 142 constituencies.
Counting of votes for West Bengal Assembly elections will be taken up tomorrow at 77
counting centres across the state. All arrangements have been made for the counting of
votes tomorrow. Out of 294 seats, counting for 293 assembly constituencies in West Bengal
will be held tomorrow. Three layers security arrangements for each counting centre have
been made with the deployment of District police, state police and central forces. Total 200
coys of central forces have been deployed for the counting venues. The whole process will be



under the control of Returning Officers and Assistant Returing Officers. There will be
Observers and Police Observers also. This is the first time Police Observers have been
assigned for the counting process who will be a Sr. IPS officer. The counting process will be
managed by a team of Supervisor, Counting Assistant and a micro observer. The Supervisor
and the Counting Assistant will be either a state government or central government employee
and the Micro Observer must be a central government or central PSU employee. The Election
Commission of India has declared the polls of Falta Assembly Constituency null and void. The
repoll for the Falta Assembly will be held on 21st May and the counting will be held on 24th
May. That is why counting for the 293 constituencies will be held today.

KERALAM — COUNTING: In Keralam, all arrangements have been completed for the
counting of votes for Assembly elections. Senior officials have reviewed the final round of
preparations at all 140 counting centres in Keralam. Tight security arrangements have been
put in place in and around the counting venues to ensure a smooth and orderly process.

TN — COUNTING: In Tamilnadu, all arrangements have been made to ensure smooth
counting all over the State. Security has been strengthened around the strong rooms and at
the counting centres and in public places as a preventive measure. All the parties have called
for a meeting with their own polling agents to prepare for the counting process. DMK and
TVK parties have written to the Election Commission alleging disruption and asked the EC to
take steps to ensure law and order in the State for the counting day tomorrow. It is to be
noted that the polling in the State went on peacefully in 234 constituencies. All the counting
centres are fitted with CCTV cameras for monitoring.

GOVT-WEST ASIA: Government today said that it is taking all measures to ensure energy
supply, maritime operations, and support to Indian nationals, amid the evolving situation in
West Asia. The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas has said, enforcement actions continue
across the country to curb hoarding and black marketing of LPG. The Ministry said, s of
yesterday, more than 19 hundred raids were conducted across the country. Online LPG
cylinder bookings across the country increased to 99 percent on industry basis yesterday and
around 47 Lakh domestic LPG cylinders were delivered against bookings of around 47.4 Lakh
LPG cylinders.

EVE OPEC PLUS- OIL OUTPUT: Amid the ongoing West Asia conflict, the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC plus) have agreed in principle to raise oil output
targets for June. According to the cartel’s statement released after its first virtual meeting
today following United Arab Emirates exit, the seven OPEC plus countries agreed to increase
oil output targets by about 1,88,000 barrels per day next month. Following UAE’s departure,
OPEC plus has 21 members, including Iran.

BIHAR KILLED

In Bihar, four people were killed and one person was seriously injured in a road
accident near Ratanpur village in Muzaffarpur district. Chief Minister Samrat Choudhary has
expressed deep condolences over the loss of life in the accident and announced an ex-gratia
of Rs 4 lakh each for the families of the deceased. According to an official, a speeding Maruti



Swift car travelling from Motihari towards Muzaffarpur collided head-on with a motorcycle
coming from the opposite direction. All four occupants of the car suffered fatal injuries and
died on the spot.<>

SKS NP-1I 03.05.2026
NEPAL MANSAROVAR

Nepal today objected to India and China planning to conduct the upcoming Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra via Lipulekh Pass, claiming that it is Kathmandu's territory. In a statement,
the Nepalese Foreign Ministry said that Kathmandu was not consulted before finalising the
route for the pilgrimage. New Delhi has been maintaining that Lipulekh belongs to it. Nepal's
objection to the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra came days after India announced that it would be
held between June and August. In a statement posted in social media, the foreign ministry
said, Nepal government is clear and fully committed to its stand that Lipulekh, Limpiyadhura
and Kalapani, lying in the East of the Mahakali river are its inseparable territories based on
the Sugauli Treaty of 1816. The Nepalese government has reiterated its clear stand to both
India and China regarding the Kailash-Mansarovar tour to be organised via Nepalese territory,
Lipulekh, it said. Earlier, the Nepalese government had also requested the government of
India not to conduct activities such as road construction, expansion, border trade and
pilgrimage in the area, it said. The statement added that the Nepalese government has also
informed China about it. Nepal claims that Lipulekh and Kalapani are its territories, whereas
India maintains that the territories belong to it.

US-IRAN

The United States and Iran appear no closer to a breakthrough, as Washington pushes
back on key elements of Tehran’s proposed roadmap to end the conflict, even as a fragile
ceasefire remains under pressure across West Asia. Iran’s government spokesperson Esmaeil
Baghaei said the United States has responded to Tehran’s 14-point plan aimed at ending the
war, adding that the response is currently under review. US President Donald Trump,
speaking to Israeli media, said he had examined the proposal and described it as not
acceptable. He said Iran has "not yet paid a big enough price, signaling Washington’s
tougher stance as talks remain indirect and mediated.

IMD WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued an orange color warning for heavy
rainfall along with thunderstoms and gusty winds over several parts of North India
tomorrow.Meanwhile, thundersquall with gusty winds has been forecast over Chhattisgarh,
Coastal Andhra Pradesh, East and West Rajasthan, and Gangetic West Bengal.



