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COUNTING

All preparations are in place for counting of votes for the Assembly elections in four
states-West Bengal, Keralam, Tamil Nadu, Assam-and the Union Territory of
Puducherry to take place tomorrow. Voting for all 126 seats in Assam, 140 in
Keralam and 30 seats in Puducherry was held on the 9th of April. Polling for all
234-Assembly constituencies in Tamil Nadu and for the first phase in West Bengal,
covering 152 seats was held on the 23rd of April. Voting for the second phase in
West Bengal took place on the 29th of last month for 142 constituencies. Counting
of votes for West Bengal Assembly elections will be taken up tomorrow at 77
counting centres across the state. All arrangements have been made for the
counting of votes tomorrow. Out of 294 seats, counting for 293 assembly
constituencies in West Bengal will be held tomorrow. Three layers security
arrangements for each counting centre have been made with the deployment of
District police, state police and central forces. Total 200 coys of central forces have



been deployed for the counting venues. The whole process will be under the control
of Returning Officers and Assistant Returing Officers. There will be Observers and
Police Observers also. This is the first time Police Observers have been assigned for
the counting process who will be a Sr. IPS officer. The counting process will be
managed by a team of Supervisor, Counting Assistant and a micro observer. The
Supervisor and the Counting Assistant will be either a state government or central
government employee and the Micro Observer must be a central government or
central PSU employee. The Election Commission of India has declared the polls of
Falta Assembly Constituency null and void. The repoll for the Falta Assembly will be
held on 21st May and the counting will be held on 24th May. That is why counting
for the 293 constituencies will be held tomorrow.

KERALAM — COUNTING: In Keralam, all arrangements have been completed for
the counting of votes for Assembly elections. Senior officials have reviewed the
final round of preparations at all 140 counting centres in Keralam. Tight security
arrangements have been put in place in and around the counting venues to ensure
a smooth and orderly process. Officials are scheduled to reach the counting centres
by 6 a.m. tomorrow. Counting agents have been instructed to report at least one
hour before the commencement of counting. The Election Commission has made it
mandatory for all personnel, including Returning Officers, to carry the newly
introduced QR coded photo identity cards and introduced three layer security
system for entry to the counting centres.

TN — COUNTING: In Tamilnadu, all arrangements have been made to ensure
smooth counting all over the State. Security has been strengthened around the
strong rooms and at the counting centres and in public places as a preventive
measure. All the parties have called for a meeting with their own polling agents to
prepare for the counting process. DMK and TVK parties have written to the Election
Commission alleging disruption and asked the EC to take steps to ensure law and
order in the State for the counting day tomorrow. It is to be noted that the polling
in the State went on peacefully in 234 constituencies. All the counting centres are
fitted with CCTV cameras for monitoring. The EVMs and VVPAT have been moved
from the strong rooms to the counting Centres with full security. Flag marches were
held in the main places all over the State. Traffic will be diverted near the counting
centres to prevent any untoward incidents.

MISSION DRISHTI: India’s private space sector reached a major milestone as
Bengaluru-based startup GalaxEye Space successfully launched its flagship
satellite, Mission Drishti, aboard a SpaceX Falcon 9 today. The mission marks a
significant leap for India’s commercial space ecosystem, showcasing advanced
indigenous innovation on a global launch platform. Weighing 190 kilogram,



Mission Drishti is the largest satellite ever built by a private Indian company,
positioning GalaxEye among a new generation of startups pushing the boundaries
of space technology.

PM MISSION DRISHTI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said Mission Drishti
by GalaxEye marks a major achievement in India's space journey. In a social media
post, Mr Modi said the successful launch of the world’s first OptoSAR satellite and
the largest privately-built satellite in India is a testament to youth’s passion for
innovation and nation-building. He congratulated the founders and the entire team
of GalaxEye.

GOVT-WEST ASIA: Government today said that it is taking all measures to
ensure energy supply, maritime operations, and support to Indian nationals, amid
the evolving situation in West Asia. The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas has
said, enforcement actions continue across the country to curb hoarding and black
marketing of LPG. The Ministry said, s of yesterday, more than 19 hundred raids
were conducted across the country. Online LPG cylinder bookings across the
country increased to 99 percent on industry basis yesterday and around 47 Lakh
domestic LPG cylinders were delivered against bookings of around 47.4 Lakh LPG
cylinders. Since March this year, about 6.04 Lakh PNG connections have been
gasified and infrastructure has been created for additional 2.68 Lakh connections.
Since April 3rd, PSU oil marketing companies have organized more than 10
thousand one hundred awareness camps, selling around 1 lakh 75 thousand 5Kg
FTL cylinders. As of yesterday, over 3 thousand 7 hundred 5 Kg FTLs were sold
through more than 130 camps. Government further informed that a Marshall
Islands-flagged LPG carrier, MT Sarv Shakti carrying 46 thousand 313 MT of LPG
(Indian cargo) has safely crossed the Strait of Hormuz yesterday. The vessel is
expected to arrive at Visakhapatnam on the 13" of this month. The UAE General
Civil Aviation Authority yesterday announced full resumption of normal air
navigation operations within UAE airspace and the lifting of temporary
precautionary measures. Indian and UAE carriers are operating flights from UAE to
various destinations in India. The Indian embassy in Tehran has so far facilitated
movement of over 2 thousand 5 five hundred Indian nationals out of Iran through
land border routes.

EVE OPEC PLUS- OIL OUTPUT: Amid the ongoing West Asia conflict, the
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC plus) have agreed in
principle to raise oil output targets for June. According to the cartel’s statement
released after its first virtual meeting today following United Arab Emirates exit, the
seven OPEC plus countries agreed to increase oil output targets by about 1,88,000
barrels per day next month. The countries said they will continue to closely monitor



and assess market conditions to support market stability. This is the third
consecutive monthly increase amid the geopolitical crisis. Last week, the UAE
announced it was leaving the OPEC and OPEC plus cartels. It said the decision
reflected its long-term strategic and economic vision and evolving energy profile.
The exit of the UAE is expected to weaken the oil cartel at a time when the Persian
Gulf countries have taken a significant hit to their exports due to the closure of the
Strait of Hormuz. Following UAE's departure, OPEC plus has 21 members, including
Iran.

Nine people were killed in @ massive fire that broke out in a four-storey building at
Vivek Vihar are of Shahdara in Delhi this morning. The blaze, believed to have been
triggered by an air-conditioner blast, spread rapidly through the upper floors,
trapping residents as smoke filled the structure. Fourteen fire tenders were rushed
to the spot who brought the blaze under control. Vice President CP Radhakrishnan
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi have expressed grief at the loss of lives in the fire
incident. Prime Minister Modi also announced an ex-gratia of two lakh rupees from
PM's National Relief Fund to the next of kin of each deceased. The injured would be
given 50 thousand rupees.
<><><>

Ministry of Electronics and IT today refuted news reports and social media
posts saying Aadhaar’s look may change by the end of this year to just a photo and
a QR code alone. In a clarification, the Ministry said, there is no plan for any such
changes.

DAY IMD-WEATHER: India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy
rainfall today at isolated places over North-east India, Kerala, Mahe, Sub Himalayan
West Bengal, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu and Puducherry. Places over Jammu and
Kashmir, Ladakh, Chhattisgarh and Coastal Andhra Pradesh are expected to
experience thunderstorms and lightning today. Similar weather conditions are also
likely to prevail today over parts of Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, Bihar, Odisha,
Kerala, Punjab, and Madhya Pradesh. The Weather agency further predicted heat
wave conditions today in places over Coastal Andhra Pradesh. According to IMD,
Tamil Nadu Puducherry and Karaikal are expected to witness hot and humid
weather conditions till tomorrow.

MADAME TUSSAUDS - INDIA EXHIBITION (ATTN: PARIKRAMA)

The Madame Tussauds has launched a new "“Icons of India” exhibition at its
London headquarters, uniting the wax models of celebrities from the world of
cinema and cricket. The limited-time experience includes 13 figures of leading
Indian actors and cricketers. For the month of May and June, the area has been
transformed into a vibrant space inspired by Indian culture for visitors to get up



close with some of the most its iconic wax figures including Amitabh Bachchan and
Sachin Tendulkar. Steve Blackburn, General Manager at Madame Tussauds
London, said, Bollywood’s global appeal is huge, and London’s love for Indian
cinema and cricket grows stronger every year. He added, with ‘Icons of India’
exhibition, they are bringing fans closer than ever to the stars they love. Some of
the wax figures have made their journey to London on loan from other Madame
Tussauds attractions, including Virat Kohli's wax figure from Bangkok and
Aishwarya Rai's wax figure from New York. The High Commission of India in
London described the exhibition as a celebration of cultural ties between India and
the United Kingdom, highlighting the global appeal of Indian cinema and cricket.

IPL-TARGET: In IPL Cricket, chasing the target of 166 runs set by Sunrisers
Hyderabad, Kolkata Knight Riders were for in overs at Rajiv Gandhi
International Stadium in Hyderabad when reports last came in. Earlier,
winning the toss and opting to bat first hosts were all out for 165 in 19 overs. Travis
Head top scored 61 off 28 balls. While for KKR, Varun Chakaravarthy bagged
three wickets, Sunil Narine and Kartik Tyagi took two wickets each and Vaibhav
Arora and Cameron Green claimed one wicket each. SRH are currently placed third,
while Kolkata Knight Riders are placed in eighth position. In another match, hosts
Gujarat Titans will face Punjab Kings at the Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad.
The match will start at 7:30 p.m. Punjab Kings continue to lead the standings.
Gujarat Titans are placed at fifth position.




