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CABINET

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) today approved the continuation of
the scheme to modernise the public distribution system (PDS) including ration transport,
dealer support and technology upgrades, till March 2031. The umbrella scheme called
“Scheme for Assistance in Ration Transport and Handling-Income with Automation in
PDS” (SARTHAK PDS) has been cleared in the 16th Finance Commission cycle award
period, with an outlay of 25 thousand 530 crore rupees as Central share. Briefing media
in New Delhi, Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said, the scheme
will provide assistance to state agencies for intra-state movement of food grains,will
support fair price shops and help in modernisation of public distribution system.

[S/B-ASHWINI-35 SECS]

The Minister said, the Scheme will work towards fulfiling the Government's
commitment to 81.35 crore persons covered under the National Food Security Act. He



said, the scheme is not replacement of the existing PDS scheme. Home Minister Amit
Shah has hailed the approval of SARTHAK-PDS Phase-2 by the Union Cabinet.

SHAH — CABINET:

Home Minister Amit Shah today hailed the approval of over twenty five thousand five
hundred crore rupees for SARTHAK-PDS Phase-2 by the Union Cabinet. In a social media
post, Mr Shah said that the government is equipping poverty alleviation schemes with
technology to make them more transparent and convenient. The Home Minister added
that through high-tech systems such as Al-enabled beneficiary registry creation, GPS
tracking, and QR code tagging, hundred per cent benefits of affordable grains and other
schemes will be delivered to the poor. He also said that provisions have been made to
provide economic support for the increasing logistic costs of states and to increase the
remuneration of ration shops.

<>

The Supreme Court today upheld the legality of the Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of the electoral rolls being conducted by the Election Commission of India (ECI). The
Court held that the Election Commission has the power to conduct SIR under Article 324
of Representation of the People Act, 1950, and the Rules made thereunder. It observed
that SIR advances the Constitutional imperative of free and fair elections. The top court
pronounced the judgment in the writ petitions, which challenged the notification issued
by the ECl in June last year to conduct SIR in Bihar. Hearing another case, the Apex Court
today said the ongoing trial related to the 2023 violence in Manipur needs to be
expedited and sought a status report from the authorities. A bench comprising Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant and Justice Joymalya Bagchi noted that, according to an SIT
report, chargesheets had been filed in 207 cases against more than 400 accused
persons. In another case, the Supreme Court today agreed to examine a plea
challenging a CBSE policy mandating the study of three languages, including at least two
native Indian languages, for Class 9 students. The Apex Court issued notices to the
Centre, CBSE and the NCERT and sought their replies within two weeks.

SC- ONLINE HEARINGS:

Supreme Court of India today made an appeal to all members of the Bar to attend
hearings of cases online due to the prevailing heatwave conditions, observing that it
cannot issue judicial directions in this regard. A bench comprising Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant and Justices Joymalya Bagchi and Vipul M Pancholi was hearing a plea
seeking directions that all courts in Delhi conduct proceedings online in view of the



soaring temperatures. CJlI Kant had earlier requested the chief justices of all the high
courts to conduct hearings online on Mondays and Fridays for the time being to reduce
avoidable expenditure in the wake of the West Asia crisis.

President Droupadi Murmu today said that development of the North East is vital for
the country’s overall progress. Addressing the convocation ceremony of Sikkim
University in Gangtok, the President urged students to contribute to nation-building
through innovation, ideas and mutual trust. Earlier in the day, President Murmu flagged
off a women-centric public transport service titled Pink City Runner-Aama Didi Bahini
Bus Sewa in Gangtok.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has urged citizens across the country to take all possible
precautions amid soaring temperatures being witnessed in different parts of the
country. In a social media post, Mr Modi advised people to keep themselves hydrated,
avoid stepping out during peak afternoon hours, carry water when stepping out of
homes and extend help to others by offering them water during the harsh weather
conditions.

ASSAM-UCC:

The Assam Legislative Assembly today adopted the Uniform Civil Code Bill, making
Assam the first state in the North East and the third state in the country to adopt such
legislation. The Bill, introduced during the first session of the 16th Assam Legislative
Assembly on Monday, was passed by the House today on the concluding day of the
session. The Assam Government had formally introduced The Uniform Civil Code,
Assam, Bill, 2026 in the Assembly on Monday. Assam Parliamentary Affairs Minister Atul
Bora tabled the Bill on behalf of Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma. The legislation
seeks to establish a single civil legal framework for all residents of the state in matters
relating to marriage, divorce, succession, and live-in relationships. The Bill excludes
Scheduled Tribes from its purview in order to preserve constitutional protections and
customary practices, while replacing religion-based personal laws with a common
framework aimed at ensuring equality and gender justice. Under the marriage
provisions, the Bill mandates monogamy and prescribes a uniform legal age of 21 years
for grooms and 18 years for brides. At the same time, it safeguards cultural and religious
diversity by allowing marriages to be solemnized through any existing religious
ceremony, custom, or traditional practice. Speaking to the media after the passage of
the Bill, Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma said the legislation would now be sent to
the Governor of Assam and subsequently forwarded to the President of India for assent.
He stated that the Uniform Civil Code would be enforced in the state soon after
receiving Presidential approval. The Chief Minister said the adoption of the Uniform Civil



Code was one of the commitments made in the ruling alliance’s election manifesto and
described the passage of the Bill during the very first session of the newly constituted
Assembly as a historic achievement.

BALOCHISTAN-HUMAN RIGHTS:

Several leading human rights organisations and student bodies today strongly
condemned the escalating wave of enforced disappearances of Baloch civilians,
including women, across Pakistan, allegedly carried out by Pakistani security forces.
These organisations said that for many affected families, Eid has turned into a period of
grief, uncertainty and painful separation from their loved ones. According to the Baloch
Students Council (BSC) of Pakistan’s Punjab province, multiple students affiliated with
the organisation's Punjab and Islamabad chapters have been forcibly disappeared.
Meanwhile, another Baloch woman, Habiba Peerjan, a resident of the Nazarabad Tump
region in Balochistan, who is currently based in Karachi, was forcibly disappeared by
Pakistani security forces on May 25 following a raid at her residence in Baldia Town.
According to the Baloch Women Forum, the repeated targeting of Baloch women
through enforced disappearances highlights a deeply troubling system of repression and
collective punishment. Condemning the incident, Paank, the Baloch National
Movement's Human Rights Department, demanded the immediate and safe release of
Habiba, while calling on the Pakistani authorities to end the ongoing practice of
enforced disappearances and harassment of families in Balochistan and Karachi.In
Singapore Open Badminton, Indian shuttler H.S. Prannoy stunned fifth-ranked Jonatan
Christie of Indonesia in the first-round of Men's Singles today. However, in another
Round of 32 match, Kidambi Srikanth lost to Singapore’s Loh Kean Yew.

In IPL Cricket, Sunrisers Hyderabad will face Rajasthan Royals in the eliminator match at
New Chandigarh this evening. The match will start at 7:30 PM. The team that loses the
Eliminator exits the competition, while the winner will take on Gujarat Titans in the
second Qualifier to be played on Friday for a place in the final.



