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SANJIO DP-II 17/05/26
DAY PM VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will reach in Gothenburg today on a
two-day visit to Sweden, marking a historic milestone in India-Sweden
relations. He will hold bilateral talks with Swedish Prime Minister UIf
Kristersson to review cooperation in trade, green transition, Al, emerging
technologies, startups, resilient supply chains, defence, space, climate
action, and people-to-people ties. The two leaders will also address the
European Round Table for Industry alongside European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen.

This visit is the third leg of Prime Minister Modi's UAE and European
tour and his first to Europe since the India-EU Free Trade Agreement took
effect in January 2026. Bilateral trade reached a record 7.75 billion US
dollars in 2025, with Swedish investment in India totaling over 2.8 billion
dollars between 2000 and 2025. The partnership was strengthened during
Modi’s 2018 visit, which led to the Joint Innovation Partnership for a
Sustainable Future.

Yesterday, in the second leg of the Prime Minister's tour, India and
the Netherlands have agreed to elevate their bilateral relationship to a
strategic partnership, following talks between Prime Minister Modi and



Dutch Prime Minister Rob Jetten in The Hague.

The leaders reviewed cooperation across trade, defence, technology,
water management, clean energy, healthcare, and education. Several
agreements were signed to strengthen collaboration in key areas.

Prime Minister Modi described the Netherlands as one of India’s key
European partners and said the relationship is rooted in shared democratic
values, strong economic ties, and people-to-people connections. He called
for greater collaboration in emerging sectors, combining Dutch expertise
with India’s speed and skill to expand innovation, sustainability,
investment, and defence cooperation.

Dutch Prime Minister Rob Jetten highlighted the growing importance
of ties with India and supported stronger economic and strategic
cooperation.
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SANJIO DP-I 17.05.2026
PM - MANN KI BAAT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will share his thoughts with the people
of the country and abroad in the Mann Ki Baat programme on Akashvani
on the 31st of May. It will be the 134th episode of the monthly radio
programme.

People can submit their ideas and suggestions for the programme
through the toll-free number 1800-11-7800. They can also share their input
online via the Narendra Modi App or the MyGov Open Forum. The citizens
can also give a missed call on 1922 and follow the link received in SMS to
directly give their suggestions to the Prime Minister. Suggestions for the
upcoming episode will be accepted until the 29th of this month.

<><><> DIPENDRA/1010

SHUKLA::JAIRA) DP-I 17.05.2026
YUVA SANGAM

The “Yuva Sangam Phase-6 - Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat”
programme was inaugurated at the Indian Institute of Technology Tirupati
in Yerpedu, Tirupati district the previous day, by District Collector Dr. S.
Venkateshwar. Speaking on the occasion, IIT Tirupati Director Prof. K. N.
Satyanarayana said the programme provides an opportunity for students
from different regions to interact and understand the country’s cultural
diversity and heritage. The 10-day programme, organised under the Union



Ministry of Education, will continue till May 27. It aims to promote cultural
exchange, intellectual development and national integration among
students.

Students from various colleges in Pune are participating in the
programme. As part of the initiative, they will visit temples, historical sites
and important developmental centres across Andhra Pradesh to learn about
Indian culture, traditions and the State’s progress in different sectors. The
participants will also visit Amaravati, Chandragiri Fort and industrial
establishments in the State. They are scheduled to witness the rocket
launch at Sriharikota on May 21.

ALLU MURALI/ VIJAYAWADA/MAIL/0830 HRS

SHUKLA MP-1 17.05.2026
IMD- WEATHER
The India Meteorological Department (IMD) said that the Southwest
monsoon has advanced into some parts of Arabian Sea, Bay of Bengal,
many parts of Andaman Sea and Andaman Islands and entire Nicobar
Islands. According to the IMD, Southwest monsoon is likely to set in over
Kerala on 26™ of this month. The weather agency predicted heavy to very
heavy rainfall at isolated places over Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Sub-
Himalayan, West Bengal, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Kerala,
Mahe and South Interior Karnataka during the 3-4 days. The Met
Department estimated the thunderstorms accompanied with lightning and
gusty winds over Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya Maharashtra,
Marathwada, Odisha and Rayalaseema, Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Konkan,
Goa, Telangana, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand for next two days. The
weather agency has predicted heat wave conditions in Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and Vidarbha tomorrow.
SAKLEN/0658

SHUKLA MP-II 17.05.2026
WORLD HYPERTENSION DAY

World Hypertension Day is being observed today globally. The day is
a part of Hypertension Awareness Month, aiming to raise global awareness
about high blood pressure, promote prevention, detection, and control, and
encourage action at individual, community, and health-system levels. The
theme for this year is "Controlling Hypertension Together: check your
blood pressure regularly, defeat the silent killer”.



Hypertension remains the leading preventable cause of premature
death worldwide. An estimated 1.4 billion people live with hypertension
globally. Despite the availability of effective and affordable treatments,
many people are unaware of their condition, and only about one in four
people with hypertension have their blood pressure adequately controlled.

CHIRAG/NET/0753

SHUKLA MP-II 17.05.2026
WORLD TELECOMMUNICATION DAY

World Telecommunication and Information Society Day is being
observed today globally. This day commemorates the founding of the
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) - the United Nations Agency
for Digital Technologies in 1865 in Paris. The purpose of this day is to help
raise awareness of the possibilities that the use of the Internet and other
information and communication technologies (ICTs) can bring to societies
and economies, as well as of ways to bridge the digital divide. The day also
calls on governments, industry, and communities to strengthen the digital
lifelines that keep the world running. Theme for this year is - "Digital
lifelines: Strengthening resilience in a connected world."

CHIRAG/NET/0738

SHUKLA MP-I 17.05.2026
PREZ - SC JUDGE

President Droupadi Murmu has approved an increase in the
sanctioned strength of judges in the Supreme Court from 33 to 37,
excluding the Chief Justice of India, through the promulgation of the
Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Amendment Ordinance, 2026.
According to the gazette notification, published by the Law and Justice
Ministry, the ordinance amends the Supreme Court (Number of Judges)
Act, 1956. With this amendment, the total strength of the apex court,
including the Chief Justice of India, will rise to 38 judges.

SAKLEN/0650

SANJIO DP-I 17.05.2026
CENSUS - HOUSING CENSUS
The field operations for the Houselisting and Housing Census under



Phase - 1 of Census 2027 have commenced in five States and Union
Territories. These States and UT are Rajasthan, Meghalaya, Maharashtra,
Jharkhand and Municipal Corporation of Delhi area in Delhi NCT as part of
the ongoing nationwide Census exercise. Meanwhile, House-to-House
Houselisting Operations by Enumerators are presently in progress in
Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, Chandigarh, Chhattisgarh,
Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh,
Punjab, Telangana and Uttarakhand. Union Home Ministry said, Census
2027 is being conducted using digital tools for the first time while retaining
the traditional door-to-door enumeration process to ensure comprehensive
and accurate coverage. During field visits, the information relating to
housing conditions, household details, amenities available and assets
possessed by households is being collected through a structured
questionnaire comprising 33 notified questions.

The Ministry said, the Self-Enumeration facility has commenced today
in Gujarat, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh and Puducherry and will remain
available till 31st of this month. The Self-Enumeration facility is also
currently underway in Uttar Pradesh and will continue till 21st May. The
Self-Enumeration facility, introduced for the first time in Census operations,
continues to receive an encouraging response from the public. More than
one crore 44 lakh households have already completed Self-Enumeration
through the official portal across 25 States and UTs. The initiative marks a
significant step towards digitisation of Census operations and offers
residents a convenient and secure platform to participate in the Census
process.
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