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JEETENDRA:MS NP-I 08.05.2026
STALIN-GOVERNOR;GOVT

DMK President, M.K.Stalin has again urged Governor Vishwanath
Arlekar to immediately initiate constitutional procedures for the formation
of new Government in the State following the declaration of the Assembly
results. Stalin's statement posted on social media appeared to preempt any
move to promulgate President's rule by delaying the swearing in of a new
Government. The DMK Chief pointed out that with the Election Commission
already releasing the list of the elected MLAs formation of the Government
is not only the need of the hour for elected representatives to take oath
and carry forward the welfare of the State, but also an essential democratic
responsibility.Stalin also pointed out that any delay in Government



formation should be avoided and appealed to the Governor to take
immediate steps in accordance with constitutional provisions, for the
establishment of the new administration.

Joy/Chennai /MAIL/0014HRS

JEETENDRA:MS NP-I
08.05.2026
COMMERCE SECRETARY - SWITZERLAND

Commerce Secretary Rajesh Agarwal visited Switzerland from 6th to
7th May to advance the implementation of the India-EFTA Trade and
Economic Partnership Agreement, TEPA, and strengthen trade and
investment cooperation between the two countries. During the visit, he
held bilateral talks with Swiss State Secretary for Economic Affairs Helene
Budliger Artieda to review the progress of the agreement and discuss
measures to expand trade, investment and regulatory cooperation.
Addressing discussions during the visit, Mr Agarwal emphasized the need
for early resolution of implementation-related issues to ensure that
businesses on both sides fully benefit from the agreement. He also
highlighted India’s evolving economic landscape driven by reforms,
expanding digital public infrastructure and a growing manufacturing base.

The Commerce Secretary also participated in the 55th St. Gallen
Symposium virtually, where discussions focused on the impact of TEPA and
opportunities for deeper India-Switzerland economic engagement. In a
video message, Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal said India
has concluded nine Free Trade Agreements with 38 developed countries
under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, creating greater
opportunities for Indian businesses, MSMEs, startups and professionals. Mr
Goyal further highlighted that India’'s FTAs are aimed at improving
competitiveness, boosting investment flows and integrating Indian
industries into global value chains. He added that within 200 days of
TEPA’s implementation, new Indian product lines have entered the Swiss
market, services trade has gained momentum and investment interest has
strengthened The Ministry of Commerce and Industry said TEPA is India’s
first trade agreement with the EFTA economies and provides market access
on over 92 per cent tariff lines covering nearly 99.6 per cent of India’s
exports. The agreement is expected to create opportunities across sectors
including agriculture, seafood, manufacturing and services, while also
supporting MSMEs, startups and technology partnerships. During the visit,



the Commerce Secretary also addressed a high-level business roundtable
with representatives from leading Swiss companies and invited greater
investments in sectors such as pharmaceuticals, biotechnology, clean
energy, precision engineering and advanced manufacturing.
<><>ROHAN/BHANU/2343HRS

08.05.2026

INDIA-YEMEN

Secretary (CPV&OIA) in External Affairs Ministry, Sripriya Ranganathan and
Yemen's Minister of State Mohammed Al - Qadimi met in New Delhi today
to further strengthen India-Yemen bonds of Friendship. They discussed the
India-Yemen bilateral relationship, which is marked by close people-to-
people ties, and avenues for greater cooperation. External Affairs Ministry
said in a social media post that the visiting Minister also participated at the
10th edition of the Indian Ocean Dialogue.

<><>SUPARNA/2348HRS 08.05.2026
JAISHANKAR-GUYANA

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar today met Guyanese health
minister and discussed the progress of India-Guyana health ties.
Jaishankar, who is on a three-nation visit to the Caribbean, met Health
Minister Dr Frank Anthony on a stopover in Georgetown, Guyana.
Jaishankar was in Jamaica on the first leg of his tour, then went to
Suriname, and will be in Trinidad and Tobago for the final leg of his visit.

PTI/0021HRS
09.05.2026
IPL CRICKET

In IPL Cricket, Kolkata Knight Riders defeated Delhi Capitals by 8
wickets at the Arun Jaitley Stadium in Delhi last night. Chasing victory
target of 143 runs, Kolkata Knight Riders made 147 for the loss off two
wickets in 14.2 overs. Finn Allen delivered a jaw-dropping batting
masterclass to power Kolkata Knight Riders to a commanding eight-wicket
victory over Delhi Capitals. Allen took 47 balls to reach his 100 as he got to
his milestone with a big six in an innings studded with 5 fours and 10
maximums. Chasing victory target of 143 runs, Kolkata Knight Riders made
147 for the loss off two wickets in 14.2 overs. Finn Allen was declared



Player of the Match. This is Kolkata Knight Riders 4th straight win of the
season. Put into bat, Delhi Capitals scored 142 runs losing 8 wickets in the
stipulated 20 overs. For Kolkata Knight Riders, Anukul Roy and Kartik Tyagi
took two wickets each while Vaibhav Arora, Sunil Narine and Cameron
Green claimed a wicket each. Earlier, Kolkata Knight Riders won the toss
and opted to bowl. The win, KKR's fourth on trot, catapulted them to
seventh place while the loss, DC's seventh in 11 games this season, has all
but killed their chances of making the playoffs.

Today, Rajasthan Royals will face Gujarat Titans at Sawai Mansingh
Stadium, Jaipur. The match will start at 7.30 pm.
VISHAL/CB/0426

JEETENDRA NP-I 08.05.2026
CHILE FOREIGN MINISTER-VISIT

Chile's Foreign Minister, Francisco Perez Mackenna will pay a state
viist to India from 9th to 15th May. Mackenna will attend a programme in
Delhi on Sunday. He will attend business events organized by Forum of
Indian Food Importers and ASSOCHAM on Monday. On Tuesday, he will
hold talks with Piyush Goyal, Minister of Commerce and Industry, and will
attend a business event hosted by CII and the CII Annual Business Summit
2026. On Wednesday, he will hold talks with External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, followed by a meeting with Goyal. He will then attend a Joint
Meeting with Indian-Chilean Business Delegation. On Thursday, he will hold
a meeting with Priyank M Kharge, Minister of Electronics, Information
Technology and Biotechnology of the Government of Karnataka.The visit
comes as Goyal on January 30 said that India has signed eight Free Trade
Agreements (FTASs) in the past four years with developed countries, whose
per capita GDP is significantly higher than India's, under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Addressing the ICAI World Forum of
Accountants in Greater Noida, Goyal said these FTAs cover all of Europe,
including the 27-nation European Union and the four-nation EFTA. He
further said that India is likely to conclude an FTA with Chile soon, which
would help secure critical minerals essential to the country's growth and
industrial needs.

ANI/O0205HRS



JEETENDRA:MS NP-I
08.05.2026
TN GOVT FORMATION TWIST:

In Tamil Nadu, the uncertainty over formation of government under
TVK chief C. Joseph Vijay continues. The new twist came as IUML has
rejected the reports of its support to TVK to form the governmemt. In
another development, reports are also coming that the swearing in
ceremony which was to take place tomorrow, will not be held. Earlier, TVK
had claimed that the Actor-turned politican is all set to form the
Government as he again met the governor today and staked claim to form
the government saying that he has majority numbers.

Meanwhile, the Indian Union Muslim League headed by Prof.Khader
Mohideen has said that his party has not given a letter of support to
Tamizhaga Vetri Kazhagam. In a press release, the Party said that it
supports the formation of a new Government as DMK Chief MK.Stalin
desired that the Governor should take steps to facilitate the swearing in of
a new Government. Earlier, TVK's senior leaders had approached IUML
twice for support. It means that TVK needs a letter of support from VCK
which said that it will be presented tomorrow. In the meantime , one of the
VCK MLA Vanni Arasu has tweeted that the party will also take part in the
Government. In another surprise move, the meanwhile AMMK Party leader
TTV Dhinakaran approached the Governor and submitted a letter of
support from S.Kamaraj, the lone MLA elected from Mannarkdui to make
Edappadi Palanisamy, AIADMK General Secretray as the Chief Minister of
Tamilnadu.

TRIPTI/JOY/CHENNAI/MAIL/2215HRS

SHUKLA MP-II
09.05.2026

RUSSIA-UKRAINE CEASEFIRE

US President Donald Trump has announced a three-day ceasefire
between Russia and Ukraine, noting that the temporary truce coincides
with Russia's Victory Day celebrations commemorating the then-Soviet
Union's role in World War II. In a post on Truth Social, Trump said the
ceasefire would take place from May 9 to 11 and would include a
suspension of "all kinetic activity" between the two countries. Trump stated
that the request for the temporary truce was made directly by him and



noted that the agreement will also include a prisoner exchange involving
1,000 prisoners from each side. The US President further noted that the
discussions are currently underway aimed at permanently ending the war,
which he described as the "biggest" since World War II. Victory Day is the
most important non-religious holiday in Russia, observed annually on May 9
to mark the then-Soviet Union's victory over Nazi Germany in World War 1II,
referred to in Russia as the Great Patriotic War (1941-1945). The day
commemorates the millions of Soviet lives lost during the war and is
celebrated with full-scale military parades, showcasing Russia's military
prowess.However, cadets and military hardware columns will not
participate this year due to the current operational situation.
CB/ANI/0434

SHUKLA MP-1

09.05.2026
WB - SWEARING-IN

Suvendu Adhikari will take oath as first BJP Chief Minister of West
Bengal today. The oath-taking ceremony will be held at the Brigade Parade
Ground in Kolkata. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Home Minister Amit
Shah, BJP president Nitin Nabin, Union ministers, and chief ministers of all
NDA-ruled states are expected to attend the swearing-in ceremony.Earlier
yesterday, Mr Adhikari was elected the leader of the State BIP legislature
party. The legislature party meeting was held in Kolkata in the presence of
Home Minister Amit Shah. Mr. Shah, who presided over the meeting, said
that all the proposals were received in favour of Suvendu Adhikari.
Following his election as BJP legislature party leader, Mr Adhikri met West
Bengal Governor R N Ravi and staked claim to form the first BJP-led
government in the state.

The BJP registered a historic victory in Assembly elections, ending TMC's
15-year rule. Chief Minister-designate Suvendu Adhikari’s home town in
Purba Medinipur and his constituency Nandigram erupted in celebrations
after news of his election as leader of the BJP legislature party reached the
district. In Nandigram, victory processions with loud music went around
every part of the block amid spraying of gulal and garlanding of photos of
Mr. Adhikari, Prime Minister Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah put up in
e-rickshaws, autorickshaws and other vehicles.

AGENCIES/NET/CB/0422



SHUKLA MP-II
09.05.2026

ISRAEL-LEBANON TALKS

Israel and Lebanon will resume negotiations with two days of
intensive talks facilitated by the US on May 14 and 15. US State
Department said, delegations from both countries will meet in order to
form a comprehensive peace and security agreement that substantively
addresses the core concerns of both countries. Discussions are expected to
address the delineation of borders, concrete pathways for humanitarian
relief and reconstruction, and the full restoration of Lebanese sovereignty
throughout its territory. The State Department also said that
comprehensive peace is contingent on the full restoration of Lebanese
state authority and the complete disarmament of Hezbollah.

CB/NET/0437

SHUKLA MP-11

09.05.2026

REV. IRAN-US CONFLICT

The standoff over the Strait of Hormuz has intensified after Iran
rejected a US-backed draft resolution at the United Nations Security
Council, calling it flawed and politically motivated. Tehran argued that
the proposal will legitimise unlawful actions rather than help resolve the
conflict.

Iran said the only path towards stability is ending the war, lifting the
US maritime blockade on Iranian ports and restoring normal shipping
through the Strait of Hormuz. Tehran has appealed to UN member
states not to support the proposed resolution.

The draft resolution, backed by the United States along with Bahrain,
Saudi Arabia, UAE, Kuwait and Qatar, seeks to protect freedom of
navigation in one of the world’s most critical energy corridors.
Washington has accused Iran of threatening commercial shipping and
destabilising maritime traffic.

Iran’s military said US forces targeted an Iranian oil tanker and
another vessel near Fujairah port in the UAE, while American air strikes
reportedly hit civilian areas in Bandar Khamir, Sirik and Qeshm Island.
Iranian air defence systems were also active over western Tehran.

The US military stated that its naval forces in the Strait of Hormuz



faced missile, drone and fast-boat attacks by Iranian forces. According
to Washington, US troops responded by intercepting threats and
targeting facilities linked to attacks on American assets. More from our
correspondent:
V/C-VINOD KUMAR
Adding to the human cost of the escalating maritime confiict
India‘’s mission in Dubai expressed grief over the death of an

Indian crew member aboard a vessel, describing it as an
unfortunate incident at sea.Separately, Iran seized a tanker in the
Gulf of Oman, while Washington said it had disabled two vessels
on the same day. The developments highlight the growing
volatility of the maritime front in the confilict, with commercial
shipping, enerqgy supplies and the safety of international crews
increasingly caught in the crossfire between the two sides, even
as diplomatic efforts continue for a negotiated pause in tensions.
Despite Friday's cascade of incidents, diplomatic channels
have not formally collapsed. The proposed 14-point US-Iran
framework - which would pause hostilities and open 30 days of
final negotiations on Iran’s nuclear programme, sanctions, and

Strait of Hormuz transit arrangements - remains on the table.
Tehran has not yet formally responded, and both sides continue to

frame their military actions as defensive while leaving the door
open to talks.

CB/VINOD KUMAR/DUBAI/MAIL/0537

REV SOMNATH AMRIT PARV

Somnath Amrit Parv will be celebrated to mark the 75th anniversary
of the reconstruction of Somnath Temple. The Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will participate in the Somnath Amrit Parv on the 11th of this month
at Prabhas Patan, Somnath. Speaking to the media, State cabinet Minister
Jitu Bhai Vaghani said as part of the Somnath Swabhiman Parv, various
events will be organised at Somnath showcasing India’s rich cultural and
heritage traditions. He said on 11th May, the Prime Minister will lead a one-
kilometre-long mega roadshow from the Triveni Helipad to the statue of
Veer Hamirji Gohil. The roadshow will feature cultural performances by
various artists, including traditional dances representing the diverse
cultures of different Indian states.

During his visit, Mr. Modi will perform the 'Kumbhabhishek,' 'Dhvaj



Puja,’ and 'Maha Puja' at the Somnath temple. A spectacular air show by
the Surya Kiran team and a shower of flower petals by helicopters over the
temple will be the major highlights of the event. Following the spiritual
ceremonies, the Prime Minister is scheduled to address a large public
gathering at Sadbhavana Ground. Despite repeated destructive attacks, the
Somnath Temple continues to stand as a symbol of self-respect and
courage. 75 years ago, on 1l1lth May, the reconstructed temple was
inaugurated by India's first President, Dr Rajendra Prasad.

<><>Aparna Khunt, Ahmedabad, MAIL, 1759



