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PM-EUROPEAN ROUND TABLE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said, India today represents one of the
world’s most attractive destinations for investment, innovation and
manufacturing. Mr Modi was addressing the European Round Table for
Industry

(ERT) at Gothenburg during his two-day visit to Sweden. He stressed that
there

are opportunities for all companies in the country and assured that various
steps, including an institutional system, can be put in place for them to be
part of India's flagship projects in the coming years. Prime Minister Modi
highlighted that India has been working on the basic mantra of reforms,
performance, and transformation in the past 12 years. He asserted that
India's

"reform express" is going at full speed and asked Swedish companies

to enhance their presence in manufacturing, green hydrogen mission, clean
energy and other sectors. Prime Minister Modi highlighted the potential in
five

broad areas, including telecom and digital infrastructure, and said they can
help in making India a global research and development hub.
Electronics, deep tech manufacturing,

Al, green energy, infrastructure, mobility, urban transformation, healthcare
and life science are among the other areas where the Prime Minister
sought

collaboration. He said, the next wave of technology innovation should be
co-created in India. In his address, Mr Modi welcomed the growing
momentum in

India-EU relations, including the successful conclusion of negotiations of
the

landmark India-EU Free Trade Agreement. He also noted that connectivity
projects such as the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC)
add new

value to the India-Europe business partnership. Prime Minister of Sweden



UIf

Kristersson, President of the European Commission Ursula von der Leyen,
senior

European industry leaders, and representatives from leading European and
Indian

companies also participated in the roundtable. Prime Ministrer Modi, along
with

Crown Princess Victoria of Sweden and Prime Minister Kristersson, also
interacted with select Swedish CEOs. Last night, Prime Minister Modi held
talks with his Swedish counterpart UIf Kristersson in Gothenburg and
agreed to

elevate the bilateral ties to a Strategic Partnership, marking a major
milestone in the relationship. During his visit, Prime Minister Modi was
awarded Sweden's highest honour, the 'Royal Order of the Polar Star,
Degree

Commander Grand Cross,' in recognition of his exceptional contributions to
bilateral ties and his visionary leadership. The award is the highest
distinction that can be given to a Head of Government. This is Prime
Minister

Modi's 31st international honour. Mr Modi reached Gothenburg yesterday
on the third

leg of his five-nation tour after concluding his visit to the Netherlands.
<><><>

NEELAM DP-I 18.05.2026
EC - BIENNIAL ELECTION

The Election Commission has announced the schedule for the
biennial elections to 16 seats of the Maharashtra Legislative Council (MLC).
According to the Commission, the notification will be issued on the 25th of
this month and the polling will be held on 18th of June. The counting of
votes will take place on 22nd of June. The Model Code of Conduct has
come into force with immediate effect in the concerned Constituencies.

<><>DIPENDRA/1012

NADDA- SWITZERLAND

Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare Jagat Prakash Nadda has
arrived in Switzerland to participate in the 79th World Health Assembly.
The 6-day event will begin today in Geneva. In a social media post, Mr



Nadda said that this year's theme - Reshaping Global Health: A Shared
Responsibility, highlights the importance of collective action in addressing
global health challenges. He said, the Assembly will bring together Health
Ministers, dignitaries and public health experts from more than 165
countries, reaffirming the shared global commitment towards building
stronger, more inclusive and resilient healthcare systems.

NEELAM:: KAMINI DP-I 18.05.2026
KERALAM NEW MINISTERY

In Keralam, the new UDF Ministry headed by senior Congress leader
V. D. Satheesan was sworn in today at Thiruvananthapuram. Governor
Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar administered the oath to the new ministers.
Former Opposition Leader and former KPCC president Ramesh Chennithala,
present KPCC president Sunny Joseph, former KPCC president K.
Muraleedharan, and IUML leader P. K. Kunhalikutty are among the senior
leaders in the new ministry. Swearing in ceremony of the 21 member
ministry is continuing at Thiruvananthapuram.

<><><>
Smithy M Palluruthy/Thiruvanntjapuram/MAIL/1043 HRS

NEELAM DP-I 18.05.2026
REV RAIJNATH- VISIT

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will be on a two-nation visit to
Vietnam and South Korea from today. In a social media post, the Minister
said that he is looking forward to visiting the two Asian nations to further
expand the scope of bilateral engagement. He said, the focus will be on
deepening strategic military cooperation, strengthening defence industrial
partnerships, boosting maritime collaboration and promoting peace and
stability in the Indo-Pacific region.

During his visit to Vietnam, Rajnath Singh will hold bilateral talks with
the Minister of National Defence of Vietnam, General Phan Van Giang. Mr
Singh'’s visit also coincides with the 136th birth anniversary of former
President of Vietham Ho Chi Minh, on 19th May. In South Korea, the
Defence Minister will hold bilateral talks with the Minister of National
Defence of South Korea, Ahn Gyu-back. The Ministers will review defence
cooperation between the two countries and explore new initiatives to



further strengthen bilateral engagements. They will also exchange views on
regional and global issues of shared interest.
<><>DIPENDRA/AMAN/1050

NEELAM:: KAMINI DP-II 18.05.2026
SL-LTTE CONCLICT

Seventeen years after Sri Lanka brought an end to the conflict with
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), commemorations are being
held across the island to mark the conclusion of the nearly three-decade-
long civil conflict. Sri Lankan authorities marked May 18, 2009, as the day
the military campaign against the LTTE concluded following the death of
LTTE leader Velupillai Prabhakaran in the Nandikadal lagoon area in
northern Sri Lanka.

The LTTE has been held responsible for a series of attacks on civilian,
economic and religious targets, including the Central Bank in Colombo and
the international airport at Katunayake. A National Victory Day
commemoration is scheduled to be held in Battaramulla tomorrow under
the patronage of President Anura Kumara Dissanayake, with participation
of families of security personnel who lost their lives during the conflict.

<><><>
Ahmed Muyeen Farooqi/Colombo/MAIL/1101 HRS

NEELAM:: KAMINI DP-I 18.05.2026
AMIT SHAH-CHHATISGARH VISIT

Union Home Minister Amit Shah today flagged off 400 Next Gen Dial
112 vehicles in Raipur. Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai, State Assembly
Speaker Raman Singh and Deputy Chief Minister Vijay Sharma were also
present on the occasion. So far, the Dial 112 service was available in only
16 districts of Chhattisgarh. The state government has now expanded the
service to all 33 districts.

After the programme, Mr Shah left for Bastar, where he will
inaugurate a public service centre set up at the Central Reserve Police
Force camp premises in Netanar village. The centre will help people living
in remote areas access government and digital services easily.

Later today, Mr Shah will reach Jagdalpur and pay tributes to martyrs
at Amar Vatika. In the afternoon, he will interact with the family members
of martyrs, security personnel, people affected by Naxal violence and
representatives of various local communities at Badal Academy in



Jagdalpur. In the evening, he will also attend the ‘Bastar Ke Sang’ folk
cultural programme. The 26th meeting of the Central Zonal Council will
be held in Jagdalpur tomorrow under the chairmanship of Union Home
Minister. Chief Ministers of Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh
and Uttarakhand will attend the meeting.
<><><>
VIKALP
SHUKLA/RAIPUR/MAIL/1148 HRS

EVE IMD WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has said that the
Southwest Monsoon is likely to set in over Keralam on 26th of this month
with a model error of plus or minus four days. IMD said, conditions are
favourable for further advance of southwest monsoon into some more
parts of southeast Arabian Sea, southwest and southeast Bay of Bengal,
remaining parts of Andaman Islands and Andaman Sea, and some parts of
east central Bay of Bengal during the next two to three days.

IMD has forecast Heat Wave to Severe Heat Wave conditions over
West Uttar Pradesh for tomorrow. Similar weather conditions are also
expected over Delhi, Haryana, Chandigarh, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab,
Rajasthan, Telangana and Vidarbha during the next two days. Meanwhile
warm night conditions have been predicted for West Rajasthan for
tomorrow. According to the Met Department a gradual rise in maximum
temperatures by three to five degrees Celsius is expected over many parts
of Northwest India during the next three to four days. The Weather Agency
has also issued an orange colour warning for thunderstorms accompanied
by hailstorm over Karnataka tomorrow. Thunderstorms accompanied by
lightning and gusty winds are also expected over Chhattisgarh, West
Bengal, Jharkhand, Lakshadweep, Madhya Maharashtra, Odisha and
Andhra Pradesh tomorrow. IMD further predicted heavy rainfall over
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Kerala, Mahe, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry,
Karaikal and parts of North East India during the next two days. <><><>

CRICKET IPL: In IPL Cricket, Delhi Capitals kept their playoff hopes alive

with a thrilling five-wicket win over Rajasthan Royals at the Arun Jaitley
Stadium in Delhi last night. In another match of the day, Royal



Challengers Bengaluru became the first team to qualify for the playoffs
beating Punjab Kings by 23 runs in Dharamsala.. In today's fixture,
Chennai Super Kings wil face Sunrisers Hyderabad at MA Chidambaram
Stadium in Chennai. The match will start at 7:30 PM.



