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TAPAN DP-I 21-05-
2026

NADDA - TB

Union Health Minister J P Nadda said that India has undertaken one
of the world’s largest screening and early detection efforts to eliminate
tuberculosis under the National Tuberculosis Elimination Programme. Mr.
Nadda said this while addressing a event on Ministerial Perspectives on
Lung Health Screening during the 79th Session of the World Health
Assembly in Geneva. He underlined that the country has expanded active
case finding among vulnerable populations through house-to-house
outreach, mobile screening teams, community campaigns and focused
drives in high-risk areas. The Minister further informed that India has
significantly scaled up modern diagnostics to detect TB and other lung
diseases. Mr Nadda added that molecular testing platforms, digital chest X-
ray services, Al-assisted interpretation tools, handheld screening devices
are being deployed to reduce diagnostic delays, particularly in remote and
underserved regions. He stressed that innovation must serve equity and
technology must reach the last mile.



<><>DIPENDRA/1028 HRS

TAPAN : SAPNA DP-I 21-05-
2026
WORKSHOP-PALM OIL (For N&E Region)

A three-day National Workshop on “Strategic Solutions for Rapid
Development of Qil Palm in the Northeast begins at Pasighat College of
Horticulture and Forestry in Pasighat, Arunachal Pradesh. The workshop
aims on strategic approaches for rapid expansion of oil palm cultivation in
the Northeastern Hill regions and formulation of a ‘roadmap’ for achieving
self-reliance in vegetable oil production following the central govt’s
Atmanirbhar Bharat mission. The workshop is jointly organized by the CHF,
Society for Promotion of Oil Palm Research and Development ICAR-IIOPR,
Central govt's Agriculture & Farmers Welfare department and oil palm
processing companies.

<><>MANOJ KUMAR SHARMA/ITANAGAR/MAIL/1020 HRS

TAPAN DP-I 21-05-2026
GADKARI HIGHWAY MEETING

Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari
reviewed the Quality and Maintenance progress of various highways of
Tripura, Arunachal Pradesh, and Sikkim in New Delhi. On the occasion, Mr
Gadkari emphasised the timely execution and the adoption of advanced
technologies to ensure sustainable, efficient highways to strengthen
connectivity and commuter convenience. The Minister also directed officials
to ensure full monsoon preparedness with preventive measures and robust
response systems to uphold road safety and durability. He further called for
outcome-driven execution with clear accountability at every stage, ensuring
long-term performance of highway assets.

In a social media post, Mr Gadkari said that he acted on feedback
received through media and social media, and reviewed the Quality and
Maintenance progress of these National Highways. Minister of State for
Road Transport and Highways Ajay Tamta and Harsh Malhotra, and other
senior officials also attended the meeting.

<><>DIPENDRA/SAMARTH/1016 HRS



TAPAN : NAVNEET DP-I 21-05-2026
REV. TN SWEARING IN

Tamilnadu will have a coalition cabinet from today. The Joseph Vijay-
led Government had inducted 23 members, including two Congress
members, in the Cabinet. The National Party INC has been represented
since 1967 in the State Cabinet. The new Cabinet also has four women
ministers. The new members were sworn in by State Governor Vishwanath
Arlekar this morning at Lok Bhavan. Leaders from the parties supporting
the Government were also present in the Oath ceremony. Now the cabinet
has a total of 32 ministers, including Chief Minister C.Joseph Vijay.

JOY/CHENNAI/MAIL/1147

TAPAN DP-II 21.05.2026

RAJNATH SOUTH KOREA MEMORIAL

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Minister of Patriots and Veterans
Affairs of South Korea Kwon Oh-eul today jointly inaugurated the Indian
War Memorial at Imjingak Park in Seoul. Constructed as part of the
commemorative events marking the 75th anniversary of the Korean War,
the memorial stands as a tribute to the courage, sacrifice and humanitarian
service rendered by the 60 Para Field Ambulance of the Indian Army and
the Custodian Force of India during the war.

In his remarks, the Defence Minister highlighted the enduring legacy
of India’s contribution to peace and humanitarian assistance on the Korean
Peninsula. He noted that the shared history and sacrifices of the two
nations continue to serve as a strong foundation for the India-Republic of
Korea Special Strategic Partnership. Mr Singh added that commemorating
the role of Indian troops helps strengthen people-to-people understanding
and brings renewed attention to the historic bonds between the two
countries.

The Minister of Patriots and Veterans Affairs of South Korea
expressed deep appreciation for India’s role during the Korean War. He
acknowledged the lasting bonds of friendship forged through the sacrifices
and humanitarian service of Indian troops. A Memoranda of Understanding
(MoU) was also signed by the two leaders aimed at cooperation for
honouring the veterans of the Korean War and strengthening exchanges
between them. A memoir was also released in remembrance of the selfless



sacrifice of the soldiers.

The two Ministers also laid a wreath at the memorial and paid
homage to the brave Indian personnel whose service continues to be
remembered with deep respect and gratitude by the people of South
Korea. With the inauguration of the Indian War Memorial, the Defence
Minister has concluded his four-day visit to Vietnam and South Korea.

<><><>ANKIT/ 1118 HRS
India - Italy

India and Italy will celebrate 2027 as the “Year of Culture and Tourism” to
promote cultural exchanges and strengthen dialogue between the two
ancient civilisations. Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni said, the initiative
will help deepen mutual understanding and further strengthen cultural
diplomacy between the two countries. She said, stronger ties between
countries are measured not only through political and economic relations
but also through connections between people and societies.

PM-RAJIV GANDHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, sharing a social media post, has paid
tributes to former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi on his death anniversary.

PM-QUOTE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said that India has been a sacred
land of spiritual practice and worship as well as courage, strength and all-
welfare. Sharing a Sanskrit quote in a social media post, Mr Modi wished
that this sacred land of great heritage and ancient culture always keeps
everyone full of happiness and prosperity

ANTI-TERRORISM DAY

Anti-Terrorism Day is being observed today across the nation. The
objective behind observance of this day is to wean away the youth from
terrorism and the cult of violence by highlighting the sufferings of common
people and showing as to how it is prejudicial to the national interest. The



day is marked by a pledge taking ceremony among other activities. It was
on this day in 1991 that former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi fell to the
designs of terrorists.

IMD-WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued an orange alert
for heat wave conditions today at places over Delhi, Haryana, and
Chandigarh. Heat wave conditions are also likely to prevail during the day
over parts of Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh and Vidarbha, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Odisha,
Rajasthan, Telangana and Uttarakhand. According to the Met Department,
Gangetic West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal are expected
to experience hot and humid weather conditions today. Warm night
conditions are likely in parts of Odisha, Uttar Pradesh and Vidarbha during
the next 2 days.

The Weather Agency also predicted heavy rainfall today over Adaman
and Nicobar Islands, Assam, Meghalaya, Kerala, South Interior Karnataka,
Sub Himalayan West Bengal and Sikkim.

IPL CRICKET

In IPL Cricket, Kolkata Knight Riders defeated Mumbai Indians by 4
wickets at their home ground Eden Gardens last night to keep Playoff
hopes alive. Chasing a target of 148 runs in a rain affected match, Kolkata
Knight Riders overhauled the target with 4 wickets in-hand and 7 balls to
go. Manish Pandey scored highest 45 runs, while Rovman Powell
contributed 40 runs in the chase. Manish Pandey was adjudged Player of
the Match. For Mumbai Indians, Corbin Bosch bagged 3 wickets.

Earlier, after being invited to bat first, Mumbai Indians scored 147 for
8 in stipulated 20 overs. Corbin Bosch scored highest 32 runs for Mumbai
Indians. On the other hand, bowlers of KKR dominated the 22 yards as
Saurabh Dubey, Cameron Green and Kartik Tyagi each picked up 2 wickets.

In today's fixture, Gujarat Titans will take on Chennai Super Kings at
the Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad. The match will begin at 07:30
PM. Gujarat Titans have already qualified for the Playoffs, while the
Chennai Super Kings are eying for the fourth spot in the points table.



