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SANJIO DP-1
24-05-2026

REV EAM RUBIO- OPENING REMARKS

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar today said that India and the
United States share a comprehensive global strategic partnership marked
by deep and broad-based cooperation. Dr Jaishankar made these remarks
during his meeting with US Secretary of State Marco Rubio in New Delhi.
The External Affairs Minister said that the relationship between India and
the US impacts and influences not only the two countries, but also other
regions and the wider world. He said both nations have converging
interests on many issues and across several parts of the world. Dr
Jaishankar added that these are complicated times, but expressed
confidence that the two sides will have open and productive discussions.

Byte S Jaishankar

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio arrived in India yesterday on a
four-day visit to participate in the Quad Foreign Ministers' Meeting, which
will be held on the 26th of this month.

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar, Australian Foreign Minister



Penny Wong, Japan’s Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi and US Secretary
of State Marco Rubio will participate in the meeting. The leaders are
expected to exchange views on advancing Quad cooperation across priority
areas and review progress on ongoing initiatives in the Indo-Pacific region
and other issues of mutual concern.

<><>SUPARNA/AMAN/1202

SANJIO DP-II
24.5.2026

PAK BLAST- EARLY

At least 30 people were killed and several injured after powerful
explosion ripped through a railway line in Pakistan's Balochistan province
today. The explosion occurred near Chaman Phatak railway station in
capital city Quetta. A train suffered partial damage in the blast, while 10
vehicles parked in the area were also damaged.

Following the incident, an emergency was declared in government
hospitals across Quetta, with doctors and medical staff summoned to
handle the situation. Railway authorities said the Peshawar-bound Jaffar
Express was stopped at Quetta Railway Station after the blast as a
precautionary measure. Babar Yousafzai, the spokesperson to the home
minister, said that all relevant institutions have been placed on high alert
following an explosion in the city.

<><><> PAYAL/NET/1210
SANJIO:HC DP-I

24.05.2026
WB-COUNTING - 1200/1205

Bharatiya Janata Party candidate Debangshu Panda has secured a
massive lead in 8th round of counting for the Falta Assembly by-election.
Counting is underway at Diamond Harbour Women's University.

Debangshu Panda of BIJP was leading by 31,065 votes when reports
last came in. Shambhu Nath Kurmi of Communist Party of India (Marxist)
was running in second position, Abdur Razzak Mollah of Indian National
Congress in third, and Jahangir Khan of All India Trinamool Congress was
in fourth position.



The counting is being conducted across 14 tables and will span a
total of 21 rounds for the Falta constituency. <><>
ECI/ CB/
1148
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The Government has advised all Indian citizens to avoid non-essential
travel to the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Uganda, and South Sudan
until further notice, in view of the evolving Ebola Outbreak situation. It also
directed Indian citizens currently residing in or travelling to these countries
to strictly follow public health guidance issued by local authorities and
maintain heightened precautions. Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
informed that India has not reported any case of Ebola Disease.

Earlier, the World Health Organization (WHO) had declared Ebola
Outbreak a Public Health Emergency of International Concern following the
reported outbreaks of Ebola Disease in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC) and Uganda.

Ebola Disease is a viral haemorrhagic fever caused by infection with
the Bundibugyo virus strain of Ebola Virus. It is a serious disease with a
high mortality rate. At present, no vaccines or specific treatments have
been approved to prevent or treat Ebola Disease caused by the
Bundibugyo virus strain.

<<<>>> PRIYA/1014

MORN. G-RAM-G DRAFT RULES: The government has published Draft

Rules under the VB-G RAM G Act, 2025, for wider public consultation. The
Rural Development Ministry said that any person, stakeholder, organisation
or institution may submit objections or suggestions on the draft Rules for
consideration by the 21st of next month. The Viksit Bharat-G RAM G

Act replaces the 20-year-old Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), 2005. The new Act aims

to enhance the statutory employment gquarantee from 100 days to




125 days in a financial year. According to the Ministry, the draft
Rules have been framed in accordance with section 33 and other

relevant provisions of the Act. The new Act places strong

emphasis on timely, transparent and accountable wage
payments. The Act also provides for an unemployment allowance

if work is not provided within the stipulated time. The VB-G RAM
G Act, 2025 was notified on the 11th of this month for

commencement across all the States and Union Territories with
effect from 1st July, this year.

US SHOOTING: A major security scare has unfolded near the White

House after multiple gunshots were heard close to the presidential complex
in Washington, prompting an immediate lockdown response from law
enforcement agencies. The US Secret Service shot down a person,
reportedly the suspect, near the scene while a bystander was also struck
during the chaos.

CRICKET-IPL: In IPL Cricket, riding on an unbeaten 101 runs by skipper

Shreyas Iyer, Punjab Kings defeated Lucknow Super Giants by 7 wickets at
Ekana Cricket Stadium in Lucknow last night. There are two fixtures today.
In the first match, Mumbai Indians will take on Rajasthan Royals at
Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai at 3.30 in the afternoon. In the second
match, Kolkata Knight Riders will clash with Delhi Capitals at Eden Gardens,
Kolkata. The match is scheduled to begin at 07.30 this evening.



