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AKASHVANI NANDINI :: SWATI
NEWS SERVICES DIVISION
ENGLISH - 1005 HRS 03.05.2026

THIS IS AKASHVANI;
THE NEWS READ BY: SHAGUN CHOPRA.
(SIGNATURE TUNE)
<><><>

The Election Commission has taken the extraordinary step of canceling the entire
voting process in the Falta Assembly constituency of South 24 Parganas district, West
Bengal. Fresh polling will be held on the 21st of this month across all 285 polling
stations, including auxiliary booths. Counting of votes will be held on 24th of May.

<><><>

Counting of votes for the Assembly elections held in West Bengal, Keralam, Tamil
Nadu, Assam, and the Union Territory of Puducherry, will be taken up tomorrow
morning.

In Tamil Nadu, a total of 10 thousand 545 counting personnel will be deployed
for counting duty supported by 4624 micro observers. Our correspondent reports that
234 Counting observers, one for each Assembly constituency will oversee the
proceedings and ensure strict adherence to extant instructions of the Commission.

In West Bengal, Election officials said that all arrangements are in place at 77
counting centres across the state, with multi-layered security in place to ensure
transparency.

<><><>

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has described Operation Sindoor as a reflection
of the government's "unwavering resolve" to eliminate terrorism through "decisive
action". He also said the "unmatched valour" of the armed forces during the operation
has marked it as a "golden chapter" in India's military history. Mr Singh made the
remarks while addressing an event named "Shaurya" organised in New Delhi yesterday
in the run-up to the first anniversary of Operation Sindoor.

[S/B-SI RAJNATH SINGH-25 SECS]

India launched Operation Sindoor on May 7 last year in response to the April 22

Pahalgam terror attack.
<><><>

A massive fire today has claimed several lives in Vivek Vihar area of the National
Capital. The Delhi Fire Services said they received information about the fire incident
early this morning following which fourteen fire tenders were rushed to the spot to
douse the flames. The department informed that the fire was brought under control by
6:25 AM.

According to the Delhi Police, the fire broke out on some floors of a four-storey
building. It said that during the rescue and fire extinguishing operations, more than 10
persons were rescued from the building.
<><><>
The National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) UG for admission to



undergraduate medical education will be held today. The examination will begin at 2 in
the afternoon and will conclude by 5 PM. According to the NEET's information bulletin,
last entry to the examination centre will be allowed till 1:30 PM.
The Agency has issued specific guidelines for the candidates. Along with their
admit cards, candidates are required to carry one original photo identity proof-such as a
Voter ID, Aadhaar Card, or Ration Card.
<><><>
A Marshall Islands-flagged LPG carrier, MT Sarv Shakti carrying 46 thousand 313
Metric Tonnes of India bound LPG with 20 crew members onboard including 18 Indians,
safely crossed the Strait of Hormuz. Official sources said, it is expected to arrive at
Visakhapatnam on 13th of this month.
<><><>
External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar who is on an official visit to Jamaica,
Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago, has reached Kingston in Jamaica this morning. Dr
Jaishankar was welcomed by his Jamaican counterpart Kamina J Smith. The Minister
said that he looks forward to engaging with the Jamaican leadership, business
community, and members of the Indian diaspora over the next two days.
<><><>
Today is World Press Freedom Day. It serves as an occasion to encourage and
develop initiatives in favour of press freedom, and to assess the state of press freedom
worldwide. The theme for this year is ‘Shaping a Future of Peace’.
<><><>

AND THAT IS THE END OF THIS NEWS BULLETIN.
(SIGNATURE TUNE)
<><><>

SHUKLA DP-II 03.05.2026
DAY IPL

In IPL Cricket, Sunrisers Hyderabad will take on Kolkata Knight Riders
at Rajiv Gandhi International Stadium in Hyderabad at 3:30 today.
Sunrisers Hyderabad are currently in third place, while Kolkata Knight

Riders are positioned in eighth place.

In another match, hosts Gujarat Titans will face Punjab Kings at the
Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad. The match will start at 7:30 pm.



Punjab Kings continue to lead the standings, on the other hand, Gujarat

Titans are placed at fifth position.

Earlier, Chennai Super Kings defeated Mumbai Indians by 8 wickets
at the MA Chidambaram Stadium in Chennai last night. Batting first,
Mumbai Indians made 159 runs for 7 in 20 stipulated overs. In reply,
Chennai scored 160 for 2 in 18.1 overs to win the match. Chennai players

Ruturaj Gaikwad at 67 and Kartik Sharma at 54 remained not out.
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BIHAR CM-VAISHNAW RAJNATH
Bihar Chief Minister Samrat Choudhary today met Defence Minister

Rajnath Singh and Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw in New Delhi. In a
social media post, Bihar CM said that during his meeting with Defence
Minister, a special discussion took place regarding the realization of the
vision of Viksit Bihar. He added that during his meeting with Railways
Minister, discussion was held between two leaders on strengthening of
railway infrastructure, better connectivity, and accelerating the overall

development of Bihar.
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