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TRIPTI MP-1 05-05-2026
GOYAL-MEETING

Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal held a review
meeting with key officers and chief negotiators to assess the progress of
India's Free Trade Agreements in New Delhi yesterday. In a social media
post, Mr Goyal said, during the meeting, they discussed ways to encourage
more businesses to export from India, further unlocking the country's
potential to export world-class products. They also explored avenues to
strengthen India's position in global value chains.
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AP-NAIDU ON WATER & Al

Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu directed officials to ensure
uninterrupted drinking water supply in the state. He instructed the Chief
Secretary to release one crore rupees to each district to strengthen water
supply systems. During a review meeting at Secretariat yesterday, the
Chief Minister also approved measures to simplify vehicle registration
processes. He gave green signal to designate vehicle dealers as additional
registration authorities, ensuring that vehicle registrations are completed
within 24 hours. The Chief Minister emphasised the need to expand the use
of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in delivering government services. He proposed
the constitution of an expert advisory council to guide effective Al adoption.
He also suggested a workshop to promote the use of drones across sectors.
In view of rising summer temperatures, the Chief Minister directed officials to
create awareness among people on precautionary measures using
technology platforms. He instructed that drinking water, buttermilk and ORS
packets be distributed in heatwave-prone areas with the cooperation of
voluntary organisations.

ALLU MURALI/VIJAYAWADA/ MAIL/ 0705

TRIPTI MP-1
05-05-2026

IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department has forecast heavy rainfall across
several parts of the country today. According to the IMD, heavy showers are
likely over Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, coastal Andhra Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Odisha, sub-Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim, as well as Tamil
Nadu and Puducherry.

Thunderstorms accompanied by lightning are also likely over parts of
northern states including, Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and Gangetic West Bengal during the day.

Meanwhile, hot and humid weather conditions are expected to persist
today over parts of Andhra Pradesh.

PRIYA/0658



TRIPTI MP-I
05.05.2026
AMIT SHAH-VICTORY

Senior BJP leader and Union Home Minister Amit Shah has hailed
party's win in West Bengal, Assam and Puducherry. He commended the
Bengal win as the people’s reply against fear, appeasement, and those who
shelter infiltrators. Mr Shah congratulated the people of Assam for a historic
hat-trick mandate. He termed it a strong endorsement of the tireless efforts
by the NDA government over the last 10 years under Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's leadership to build a secure, peaceful and progressive state. Mr. Shah
said in a social media post that the boundless affection and cooperation is
strengthening their resolve to deliver even better services to people and fulfil
their hopes and aspirations.

Expressing gratitude to people in Puducherry for a second consecutive
poll victory in the Union Territory, Mr. Shah said this mandate is a victory of
the politics of performance delivered under the visionary leadership of Mr.
Modi and Chief Minister N Rangasamy.

He also expressed gratitude to the people of Kerala for giving the NDA
an increased vote share in the southern state. Mr. Shah said, the Modi
government remains committed to the vision of Vikasita Keralam and will
continue to work towards it.

The Minister also thanked the people of Tamil Nadu adding that the
NDA government at the Centre remains committed to the development of
Tamil Nadu and will continue to work towards strengthening Tamil culture
and pride.

<<>>KAUMUDEE/PTI/0750

SWATI DP-I
05-05-2026

REV VIETNAM PREZ-VISIT

Vietnam President, To Lam is arriving at Gaya in Bihar today on a
three-day State Visit to India. He will be accompanied by a high-level
delegation comprising several Ministers and senior officials of the
Government of Vietnam along with a strong business delegation. The
Vietnamese President will arrive in New Delhi later in the day.

Tomorrow, President To Lam will be accorded a ceremonial



welcome at the forecourt of Rashtrapati Bhawan. Later, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will hold wide-ranging discussions with
President To Lam across the spectrum of bilateral relations as also
on regional and global issues of mutual interest. President
Droupadi Murmu will hold a meeting with President To Lam in the
evening. Other Indian dignitaries are also expected to call on President To
Lam. On Thursday, President To Lam will visit Mumbai.

The External Affairs Ministry said, this will be President To Lam’s first
State Visit to India, after being elected as the President of Vietnam last
month. Our correspondent reports that India and Vietnam share historical
and civilisational ties, which have steadily deepened over the years. President
To Lam’s visit coincides with the special occasion of the two countries
marking the 10th anniversary of the elevation of relations to a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. The engagement between leaders is
expected to provide fresh momentum to the robust bilateral relations and
open new avenues for cooperation between India and Vietham. <><><>
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SWATI DP-I
05-05-2026

PRADHAN-RESEARCH

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has reiterated the
government’s commitment to building a strong research and innovation
ecosystem in the country. Addressing the IIT Madras Tech Summit in New
Delhi today, Mr Pradhan emphasized the need to transform India’s research
ecosystem to deliver innovation-driven outcomes. He said research should
not remain limited to PhD theses and academic publications, but must lead to
tangible innovations that benefit society. He added that the government has
allocated one lakh crore rupees for research and development to support
industry, startups, and academic institutions through various initiatives.

(BYTE - DHARMENDRA PRADHAN)

The Minister said India has emerged as a growing innovation hub, with
the number of startups increasing from a few hundred to over two and a half
lakh in recent years. He noted that many successful startups and unicorns are
emerging from academic campuses. Referring to India’s progress in the
Global Innovation Index, Mr Pradhan said the country has improved its
ranking from 81st to 38th, reflecting its growing strength in frontier research.
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DAY JAISHANKAR-JAMAICA

External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar today said that development
cooperation remains a key pillar of the partnership between India and
Jamaica. Dr. Jaishankar was addressing the media after his meeting with
Jamaican Foreign Minister Kamina Johnson Smith and other Cabinet
members. The External Affairs Minister said, the talks were comprehensive
and substantive, covering the full spectrum of bilateral ties and identifying
new avenues to further strengthen cooperation. He noted that both countries
signed several important agreements and discussed the effective
implementation of recently concluded MoUs in areas such as digital
transformation, cultural exchange, sports, and digital payments to ensure
tangible outcomes on the ground.

Dr. Jaishankar also highlighted the successful completion and handover
of the rural livelihoods improvement project in Kitson Town in March this
year. He said the project was implemented with India’s assistance of one
million dollars under the India-UN Development Partnership Fund. The
Minister noted that the initiative has directly benefited over 200 individuals
and had a wider positive impact on thousands in the Kitson Town community.
He added that India is proud to support Jamaica’s recovery and
reconstruction following Hurricane Melissa.

Dr. Jaishankar further said, India and Jamaica are currently discussing
the feasibility of establishing an Artisan Empowerment Hub in Jamaica as part
of India’s commitment under the India-CARICOM Development Partnership.
<><><>
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RAGHAV CHADDHA-PREZ

BJP MPs Raghav Chadha, Ashok Mittal, Sandeep Pathak, and Rajendra
Gupta today met President Droupadi Murmu at Rashtrapati Bhavan to
express concern over the alleged misuse of state machinery by the AAP-led
government in Punjab.

Speaking to reporters after the meeting, Raghav Chadha accused the
AAP-led Punjab government of using state machinery to target Rajya Sabha
MPs who recently quit the party and joined the BJP. He alleged that the
Punjab government and the Aam Aadmi Party, driven by a spirit of revenge,
are engaging in vendetta politics. Mr. Chadha said they apprised the
President of these developments and conveyed their concerns.

(BYTE-RAGHAV CHADDHA)
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SWATI DP-I 05-05-2026
BJP PREZ-KALI BARI

BJP President Nitin Nabin, along with Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta,
today offered prayers at the Kali Bari Mandir in CR Park in New Delhi. Later,
speaking to reporters, Mr. Nabin congratulated the people of West Bengal,
four other states, and a Union Territory where Assembly election results were
declared yesterday. He said, Prime Minister Narendra Modi is steering the
nation on the path of development while preserving its culture and heritage.
The BIP President expressed confidence that West Bengal’s cultural legacy
can be best advanced under Prime Minister Modi’s leadership. He also wished
for peace and prosperity across all states.

Delhi BJP President Virendra Sachdeva and party MP Bansuri Swaraj
also offered prayers at the Kali Bari Mandir.
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