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MORN. JAISHANKAR RUBIO MEET: External Affairs Minister Dr S

Jaishankar will hold bilateral meeting with US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio at Hyderabad House in New Delhi today.They are expected to
discuss a wide range of issues, including issues related to regional and
global peace and security. Secretary Rubio arrived in India yesterday on a
four-day visit to participate in the Quad Foreign Ministers' Meeting. He
called on Prime Minister Narendra Modi yesterday and briefed him on the
sustained progress in bilateral cooperation across a wide range of sectors,
including defence, strategic technologies, trade and investment, energy
security, connectivity, education and people-to-people ties. Mr Modi
asserted that India and the United States will continue to work closely for
the global good. The Prime Minister reaffirmed India’s consistent support
for peace efforts and reiterated the call for peaceful resolution of the



conflicts through dialogue and diplomacy. Secretary Rubio shared US
perspective on various regional and global issues, including the situation in
West Asia. He called India a vital partner to the United States. Our
correspondent reports that the QUAD Foreign Ministers' Meet will be held
on 26th of May. External Affairs Minister Dr. Jaishankar, Australia Foreign
Minister Penny Wong, Japan's Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi and US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio will participate in the Meet. In keeping with
the Quad vision for a Free and Open Indo-Pacific, they will exchange views
on advancing Quad cooperation across priority areas, review progress on
ongoing Quad initiatives, and reflect on recent developments in the Indo-
Pacific region and other international issues of mutual concern.<>

Piyush Goyal

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal met Executive Vice President
, Global Public Policy and Corporate Strategy at Boeing Company, Jeff
Shockey in New Delhi yesterday. In a social media post, Mr Goyal said that
during the meeting both sides discussed measures on advancing India-US
cooperation in aviation and aerospace manufacturing. He added that the
meeting also followed discussions focused on developing Maintenance,
Repair, and Overhaul opportunities, skilling, supply chains, innovation and
growing India’s role as a trusted global manufacturing and engineering
hub.

RAJNATH- SHIRDI PLANT: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today

inaugurated the artillery shell manufacturing plant established at the Savli
Vihir Industrial Estate in Shirdi, Maharashtra. The project has been
developed by Nibe Limited. Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis,
Industries Minister Uday Samant, Chief of Defence Staff Anil Chauhan, Nibe
Group Executive Director Ganesh Nibe, DRDO Chairman Samir V. Kamat
and several other dignitaries attended the event. Speaking on the occasion,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said that India was once known as an
importer of defence equipment, but in the coming years, the country would
emerge as a major exporter of defence products. He stated that private
sector participation in the defence sector currently stands at around 30 to
35 percent and will be increased to 50 percent in the future. Describing the
project as the beginning of a new era, he praised the artillery shells unit



and other defence facilities established in Shirdi. He further said that with
the support of private industries, a list of more than 5,000 defence items
has been prepared, and these products will now be manufactured within
India using indigenous technology. Mr. Singh highlighted that the nature of
warfare has changed, and countries possessing innovation, production
capabilities, and strong industrial infrastructure will shape the future.

MORN. G-RAM-G DRAFT RULES: The government has published Draft

Rules under the VB-G RAM G Act, 2025, for wider public consultation. The
Rural Development Ministry said that any person, stakeholder, organisation
or institution may submit objections or suggestions on the draft Rules for
consideration by the 21st of next month. The Viksit Bharat-G RAM G

Act replaces the 20-year-old Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), 2005. The new Act aims

to enhance the statutory employment guarantee from 100 days to
125 days in a financial year. According to the Ministry, the draft
Rules have been framed in accordance with section 33 and other
relevant provisions of the Act. The new Act places strong
emphasis on timely, transparent and accountable wage
payments. The Act also provides for an unemployment allowance

if work is not provided within the stipulated time. The VB-G RAM
G Act, 2025 was notified on the 11th of this month for

commencement across all the States and Union Territories with
effect from 1st July, this year.

MORN.NADDA - NBEMS CONVOCATION: Health and Family Welfare

Minister, JP Nadda has said that along with healthcare infrastructure,
training of health experts and medical professionals is equally important.
He made these remarks while addressing the 23rd Convocation Ceremony
of the National Board of Examinations in Medical Sciences in New Delhi
yesterday. Mr Nadda emphasized that doctors serve as the software of the
healthcare system, while infrastructure and other facilities function as the
hardware for the nation. The Minister remarked that by honouring the
country’s emerging specialists, India is shaping the future of its healthcare
ecosystem. Mr Nadda emphasized that the expertise, innovation and
commitment of these young doctors would play a vital role in addressing



the healthcare challenges of the nation and strengthening healthcare
delivery systems across the country. He noted that the healthcare sector
and vision of healthy India will play the central role in achieving the Viksit
Bharat Mission, and therefore medical professionals' contribution is very
important for the nation.

(S/B-JP NADDA)
TCS FORCED CONVERSION CASE: In Maharashtra, a 1,500-page charge

sheet has been filed before the court at Nashik in connection with the
alleged sexual assault and attempted religious conversion case linked to a
TCS facility in the city. According to SIT Chief Sandeep Mitke, the charge
sheet was filed yesterday against four accused, Matin Patel, Nida Khan,
Danish Shaikh and Tausif Attar. He said, additional charge sheets related to
seven to eight persons connected to offences are expected to be filed
within the next three to four days.

US SHOOTING: A major security scare has unfolded near the White

House after multiple gunshots were heard close to the presidential complex
in Washington, prompting an immediate lockdown response from law
enforcement agencies. The US Secret Service shot down a person,
reportedly the suspect, near the scene while a bystander was also struck
during the chaos.

<><><>
CRICKET-IPL: In IPL Cricket, riding on an unbeaten 101 runs by skipper

Shreyas Iyer, Punjab Kings defeated Lucknow Super Giants by 7 wickets at
Ekana Cricket Stadium in Lucknow last night. There are two fixtures today.
In the first match, Mumbai Indians will take on Rajasthan Royals at
Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai at 3.30 in the afternoon. In the second
match, Kolkata Knight Riders will clash with Delhi Capitals at Eden Gardens,
Kolkata. The match is scheduled to begin at 07.30 this evening.



