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NSD
MANN KI BAAT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today lauded several citizens for their outstanding
contributions to social causes, highlighting their inspiring initiatives and



achievements. Addressing the nation in his monthly radio programme Mann Ki
Baat on Akashvani, Mr. Modi spoke about Saji Valasheril of Keralam, who runs a
free swimming club that has helped more than fifteen thousand people learn
swimming. He also highlighted the efforts of Akash Gupta from Basti in Uttar
Pradesh, who launched a campaign to clean the Manorama River. Mr. Modi
further shared the story of Balkrishna Aiya, a retired teacher from Goa, who
worked to address water scarcity issues. He also praised educator Girija Amma of
Tamil Nadu for her contribution to the welfare of soldiers.

[S/B- PM ON GIRIJA AMMA -28 SECS]

Highlighting India’s sporting achievements, Mr. Modi congratulated
athletes Gurinder Veer Singh, Vishal T.K., Tejaswin Shankar, Dev Meena and
Kuldeep Kumar for setting new national records at the National Senior Athletics
Federation Competition held in Ranchi, Jharkhand.

Mr Modi also reflected on government's continuous efforts to preserve the
country’s priceless cultural heritage. Expressing concern over the prevailing
heatwave conditions, the Prime Minister urged people to follow official advisories
and take precautions to stay safe. He also encouraged the consumption of
traditional summer beverages.

Science and Technology Minister Dr. lJitendra Singh today said India has
transformed from a technology follower to a technology leader over the past 12
years. Speaking in a podcast with Doordarshan News, Dr Singh said the country is
playing an increasingly important role in the development of frontier technologies
and helping shape the future of global innovation.
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In Himachal Pradesh, eight people lost their lives after their vehicle fell into
a deep gorge in the Chamba district. The deceased include seven tourists from
Chhattisgarh and the driver of the vehicle. The accident occurred on the
Bairagarh-Sach Pass-Killar road in the remote Churah subdivision around midnight
on Friday. When they failed to return, the hotel management alerted police,
after which the search operation was initiated. Authorities later located the
vehicle deep inside the gorge.
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