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PADMA AWARDS

President Droupadi Murmu today conferred Padma Awards to 66 eminent
personalities for the year 2026 at the first Civil Investiture Ceremony held at
Rashtrapati Bhavan. Of them two were conferred with Padma Vibhushan, six
with Padma Bhushan and 58 personalities were confered with Padma Shri Noted
film actor Dharmendra Singh Deol has been honoured with Padma Vibhushan
posthumously for his contribution in the field of art. The actor's wife and Lok
Sabha MP Hema Malini received the award. The legendary Indian violin maestro
Dr. N. Rajam was also honoured with Padma Vibhushan. In the category of
Padma Bhushan, Former Uttarakhand Chief Minister and Maharashtra Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari was awarded Padma Bhushan for his services in the field
of public affairs. Besides, Shatavadhani Dr R Ganesh received the award in the
field of art, Industrialist Uday Suresh Kumar Kotak received the Padma Bhushan
for his contribution to Trade and Industry, while Dr Kallipatti Ramasamy
Palaiswamy received the award in recognition of his outstanding contribution to
the field of medicine. Those emimnent personalities who have been honoured
with Padma Shri include Indian women's cricket team captain Harmanpreet Kaur
Bhuller for her contribution in the field of sports, Taga Ram Bheel for his
contribution in the field of arts. During the ceremony, Vice President C P
Radhakrishnan, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Union Minister's Amit Shah,
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat and H D Kumaraswamy among others are also
present on the occasion. For the year 2026, the President has approved
conferment of 131 Padma awards including five Padma Vibhushan, 13 Padma



Bhushan and 113 Padma Shri awards. The remaining Padma awardees will be
conferred in the second round of the ceremony to be held later.

<><><>
INTER-MINISTERIAL BRIEFING

The Government is making all efforts to ensure smooth supply of petroleum
products within the country. Addressing the Inter-Ministerial Briefing in New
Delhi today on recent developments in West Asia, Joint Secretary in the Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Sujata Sharma said the refinery production of LPG
in the country has been increased to 50 thousand tonnes per day. The Joint
Secretary said that over eight lakh PNG connections have been gasified since
March, adding that infrastructure has been created for two lakh eighty seven
thousand connections. Additional Secretary of the Department of Fertilizers,
Aparna Sharma said that the overall stock position of fertilizers in the country
remains comfortable.

JAIPUR-MARCO RUBIO:

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio arrived in Jaipur today along with his wife,
Jeanette D. Rubio. From Sanganer Airport, the couple proceeded directly to Amer
Fort for a visit. They were accorded a traditional Rajasthani welcome at Jaleb
Chowk inside the fort. Folk artists performed Ghoomar, Kalbelia, and Kachhi
Ghodi dances in their honour. During the visit, officials briefed them about the
Sheesh Mahal, Ganesh Pol, Diwan-e-Aam, Diwan-e-Khas, Sukh Niwas, and Maota
Lake. The U.S. Secretary of State spent around half an hour at Amer Fort. He is
scheduled to stay in Jaipur tonight and return to Delhi tomorrow morning.
NADDA — EBOLA:

Union Health Minister J P Nadda today reviewed the preparedness and
surveillance measures for prevention of Ebola Virus Disease in New Delhi. During
the meeting with senior officials of the Ministry, Mr. Nadda directed that Ebola
screening arrangements be put in place at all points of entry including airports,
seaports, and land border crossings. He also asked officials to remain fully
vigilant and robust. The Minister also instructed the Indian Council of Medical
Research and the National Centre for Disease Control to keep all necessary
arrangements for tracking, testing, and surveillance in a constant state of
readiness. The World Health Organization (WHQO) has declared the Ebola
outbreak a Public Health Emergency of International Concern. Union Health
Ministry has clarified that no case of Ebola has been reported in the country so



far. However, all preparedness measures are being strengthened as a
precautionary step. On the directions of Mr Nadda, the Health Secretary also
chaired a joint review meeting with officials from various Ministries and
concerned agencies.

MINES- REVIEW:

Secretary, Ministry of Mines Piyush Goyal today reviewed the progress of
mineral block auctions and operationalisation across the country during the
monthly review meeting with senior officials and Category-A mineral bearing
States. The meeting focused on accelerating reforms in the mining sector,
enhancing domestic mineral production, and ensuring timely operationalisation of
auctioned mineral blocks. Ministry of Mines said that during the meeting, it was
highlighted that since the introduction of the auction regime in 2015, a total of
108 mineral blocks were successfully auctioned during the period from financial
years 2015-16 to 2020-21.

The Supreme Court has issued notice to the Union Government on a PIL seeking
stricter prohibition of child labour in entertainment and hospitality-linked
establishments. A bench comprising Chief Justice Surya Kant and Justice
Joymalya Bagchi and Justice Vipul M Pancholi took note of the submissions made
by child rights collective 'Just Rights for Children Alliance.'

AYUSH-ICMR CONNECT:

The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) today organized Medical
Innovations Patent Mitra: Innovators-to-Industry Connect in New Delhi. The
event marked the establishment of one of the country’s first structured platforms
dedicated to biomedical innovation showcasing and technology transfer under
the ICMR Medical Innovation Patent Mitra initiative. Union Minister for AYUSH,
Prataprao Ganpatrao Jadhav inaugurated the event. Speaking on the occasion,
Mr Jadhav said that the initiative marks a decisive step in connecting Indian
science with industry, ensuring that innovations developed in our laboratories
translate into technologies that strengthen public health and advance Viksit
Bharat. The Minister said, India is moving from being a consumer of health
technologies to becoming a global source of affordable and innovative healthcare
solutions, powered by institutions like ICMR and strong industry partnerships.



