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Political activities have intensified for government formation in West Bengal, Tamil Nadu and
Keralam after declaration of Assembly poll results.

Following the BJP’s sweeping victory in the West Bengal Assembly elections, preparations
are in full swing for the formation of the new government and the oath-taking ceremony in the
state. The new cabinet members are likely to be sworn in on the 9th of this month, the birth
anniversary of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah are expected to attend the ceremony.

In Tamil Nadu actor-turned-politician C. Joseph Vijay’s Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK)
has emerged as the single largest party in the state, winning 108 seats. Following the party’s
strong electoral debut, newly elected TVK legislators have formally elected Mr Vijay as their
leader in legislative party meeting at the party headquarters in Panaiyur, near Chennai.
Meanwhile, outgoing Chief Minister M.K. Stalin has submitted his resignation to the Governor,
which has been accepted.

In Keralam, the Congress-led UDF is holding informal discussions on the formation of a
government.
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BIJP-OBSERVERS

The BIP has appointed senior party leader and Union Minister Amit Shah as Central
Observer for the election of the Leader of the Legislative Party in West Bengal. Odisha Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi has been appointed as the Central Co-observer in the state. While
Union Minister J P Nadda has been appointed as Central Observer for the election of the Leader
of the Legislative Party in Assam. Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini has been appointed
as the Central Co-Observer in the state. These names were approved by the BIP Parliamentary
Board for Central Observers.
<><><>DIPENDRA/ANAND/1412

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has strongly condemned the attacks on UAE's Fujairah that
resulted in injuries to three Indian nationals. In a social media post, Mr Modi stated that
targeting civilians and infrastructure is unacceptable. He asserted that India stands in firm
solidarity with the UAE and reiterates its support for the peaceful resolution of all issues through
dialogue and diplomacy. Mr Modi emphasized that ensuring safe and unimpeded navigation
through the Strait of Hormuz is vital for enduring regional peace, stability and global energy
security.

TAPAN : HC EP-I 05.05.2026
WB-MAMTA

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has refused to step down from the post of
Chief Minister and declared that she would not resign in the wake of the recent election results
because she believed that the votes were looted by force and the entire voting process was
rigged. Speaking to the reporters in Kolkata today, she expressed determination her party have
not lost. Banerjee accused the Election Commission of bias, saying it has created a “dark
chapter” in India’s democratic history. BJP has severely criticised Mamata Bannerjees
statement. BJP said whether she resigns or not as the term of the present assembly ends on 7th
of this month, after that nobody will remain member of this house. BIP leader Bimal Shankar
Nandi while speaking to Akashvani said that Mamata will not succeed in creating stalemate and
making mockery of democracy. He stressed that there are provisions in our constitution to tackle
such unwanted situation. On Mamata's allegation that BJP is taking control and capturing their
party offices in various places Shri Nanda said it is a blatant lie.<><>

KALYAN
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VIETNAM-PREZ-VISIT
The President of Vietnam, To Lam, today offered prayers at the world-famous

Mahabodhi Temple in Bodh Gaya in Bihar. He paid homage to Lord Buddha by meditating under
the sacred Bodhi Tree. Thereafter, President To Lam visited the Viethamese Monastery, where
he participated in various religious and cultural activities. His visit is being considered highly
significant in terms of strengthening the religious and spiritual ties between India and Vietnam.
Earlier, upon his arrival at Bodh Gaya Airport, he was welcomed by the Governor, Lieutenant
General (Retd.) Syed Ata Hasnain, Chief Minister Samrat Choudhary, and Deputy Chief Minister
Vijay Kumar Sinha.
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EARLY CABINET

The Cabinet has approved the Mission for Cotton Productivity, Kapas Kranti, with an
outlay of 5 thousand 6 hundred 59 crore rupees to address bottlenecks, declining growth, and
quality concerns in India’s cotton sector. Addressing a press briefing in New Delhi, Information
and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said the mission aligns with the Government’s 5F
vision, Farm to Fibre to Factory to Fashion to Foreign, and focuses on enhancing cotton
productivity. It aims to develop high-yielding variety (HYV) seeds that are resistant to diseases
and pests, while promoting the large-scale adoption of modern crop production technologies.
These efforts will be implemented through state governments, Krishi Vigyan Kendras, and State
Agricultural Universities. The mission also seeks to ensure the supply of low-contaminant cotton
to the industry and promote high-quality cotton exports. The scheme is expected to benefit
around 32 lakh cotton farmers and boost cotton production to 498 lakh bales by 2030-31. It will
also help reduce dependence on imported cotton and save foreign exchange.

BYTE-ASHWINI VAISHNAW
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In IPL Cricket, Delhi Capitals will face Chennai Super Kings at Arun Jaitly Stadium in Delhi
today. The match will begin at 7:30 this evening.

ICC-T20 RANKINGS

India has retained its position at the top of the ICC Men's T20I rankings, showcasing their
dominance in the cricketing world. India had created history by becoming the first team to
successfully defend their T20 World Cup title and also win it for a record-extending third time in
March. With this achievement, India continue to hold the top position in the rankings, with 275
rating points. England are second with 262 points, while Australia are close behind on 258.
According to the International Cricket Council, the latest rankings evaluate matches played from
May 2025 at full value, while those from the past two years carry a 50% weight.
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