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Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and the
Indian Air Force have successfully conducted the maiden flight-trial of the
Tactical Advanced Range Augmentation (TARA) weapon off the coast of
Odisha yesterday. In a statement, the Defence Ministry said that the
modular range extension kit TARA is the country’s first indigenous glide
weapon system that converts unguided warheads into precision-guided
weapons.

The Ministry said that TARA has been designed and developed by the
Research Centre Imarat+, Hyderabad, along with other DRDO laboratories.
It is aimed at enhancing the lethality and accuracy of a low-cost weapon to
neutralise ground-based targets. It is the first glide weapon to utilise state-
of-the-art low-cost systems. The development of the kit has been
undertaken with Development-cum-Production Partners (DcPP) and other
Indian industries, which have already started production activity.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has congratulated DRDO, IAF, DcPP,
and the industry for the maiden flight-trial. He described it as a significant
development in advancing India’s indigenous defence capabilities.

<><>ANKIT/SAUMYA/1046 HRS

NEELAM DP - II 08.04.2026

CHINA-FACTORY-EXPLOSION

The death toll in the explosion at a fireworks factory in China’s Hunan
province has risen to 37, with one person still missing. The blast occurred
on Monday at a plant operated by the Huasheng Fireworks Manufacturing
and Display Company in Liuyang city near Changsha, the provincial capital.
According to China’s state-run news agency, 51 people were injured in the
accident and are undergoing treatment in hospitals. Five of them remain in
critical condition, though doctors said their vital signs are stable.

Authorities said large-scale search and rescue operations at the site
have now been largely completed. More than 1,500 rescue and medical
personnel were deployed after the explosion. Police have summoned eight
people on suspicion of negligence leading to the accident. Officials are
continuing investigations into the cause of the blast.

<><><>
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NEELAM DP-I 08.05.2026
KIRTI VARDHAN-MIGRATION

Minister of State for External Affairs Kirti Vardhan Singh today said
that India’s approach to migration is guided by the core operational
principles of protection of migrants, comprehensive governance across the
migration lifecycle, and strong international cooperation. The Minister was
addressing the Heads of Delegations to the 2nd International Migration
Review Forum at the Permanent Mission of India to the United Nations,
New York. Mr Singh highlighted that India has concluded comprehensive
bilateral mobility agreements and MoUs with 23 countries and is pursuing
several more to create sustainable pathways for fair and ethical mobility.
The Minister underlined that migration is ultimately about people, their
aspirations, resilience and contributions. He added that India’s endeavour
is to build an inclusive, humane and future-ready framework while
addressing challenges like irregular migration, trafficking and gaps in social
protection.

BYTE-KIRTI VARDHAN SINGH
https://x.com/KVSinghMPGonda/status/2052571966574616838
?s=20

The Minister also held a meeting with Secretary General of the United
Nations Antonio Guterres on the sidelines of the International Migration
Review Forum.

<><>DIPENDRA/RISHU/1048

NEELAM DP-1 08.05.2026
JAISHANKAR- SURINAME ADDRESS

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar has emphasised on India's
burgeoning role as a pillar of global economic stability and highlighted the
nation's significant contribution to international prosperity. The minister
made these remarks during an address to representatives from various
sections of Surinamese society in Suriname. He pointed to recent data to
underscore the scale of India's impact, stating, If you look at the IMF
expectation of global growth this year, India contributes 17 per cent of the
total global growth. He said, this assessment aligns with figures released



by the IMF, which indicate India is set to account for a substantial 17
percent of global real GDP growth in 2026, maintaining its status as the
fastest-expanding major economy on the planet.

Byte S Jaishankar

The minister further articulated a vision of growth that transcends
national borders, framing India's industrial and economic ascent as a tool
for global stability. He said that India is helping to de-risk the international
economy and the country is creating more options for its global allies.

<><>AMAN/1136 HRS

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will arrive in Kolkata today. He is
scheduled to attend a meeting with the newly elected BJP MLAs, during
which the party's legislative leader will be selected. The first BIP
government in West Bengal will take oath tomorrow, the 25th of Boishakh,
at the Brigade Parade Ground. According to BJP sources, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union Home Minister Amit Shah, Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, Nitin Gadkari, J. P. Nadda, BJP President Nitin Nabin, and several
other central leaders may attend the ceremony. Chief Ministers and Deputy
Chief Ministers of various BJP- and NDA-ruled states are also being invited.
<><><>

In Tamilnadu, with the formation of the new Government getting
delayed, political situation in the State, talks are being held to reach the
magic number 118 to prove majority. The DMK and the AIADMK had held
the legislative party meetings of the newly elected MLAs yesterday.
AIADMK General Secretary Edappadi Palanisamy has been elected as the
leader of the legislative Party meeting at Puducherry. The crucial meeting
of the newly elected MLAs of VCK, CPI and CPI(M) is to take place today
on the issue of lending support to the single largest party.

<><><>

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal chaired a meeting with the
Chairman of the Indian Chamber of Food and Agriculture, Dr M J Khan.
Sharing this information in a social media post, Mr Goyal said they
discussed initiatives to further enhance the quality of life of our farmers,
strengthen India's position in the global agriculture landscape, deepen
collaboration with the African region, and share India's expertise in the



sector.

<><><>
In IPL Cricket, Delhi Capitals will take on Kolkata Knight Riders at Arun
Jaitley Stadium in Delhi today. The match will begin at 7:30 PM.

Yesterday, Lucknow Super Giants defeated Royal Challengers
Bengaluru by 9 runs using DLS method in a rain hit match at Ekana
Stadium in Lucknow. Chasing 213 runs for victory, Royal Challengers
Bengaluru made 203 for 6 in 19 overs. Earlier, put into bat, Lucknow Super
Giants scored 209 for 3 in 19 overs.

AKASHVANI-MARATHON: Akashvani will organize a marathon in the national
capital tomorrow to mark its 90th anniversary. The nearly 3.5-km marathon will
begin from Akashvani Bhavan and pass through Krishi Bhavan, Rail Bhavan, and
the RBI Building before concluding at Akashvani Bhawan. Employees of
Akashvani, Doordarshan, and Prasar Bharati-along with their family members-will
participate in the Marathon.  Akashvani was established in 1936 and continues
to be one of the country’s most trusted broadcasting platforms. It broadcasts
news, music, and public service programmes in various languages. Through this
Marathon, Akashvani will not only celebrate its glorious history but also promote
the messages of fitness, unity, and public outreach.

JOSHI-FOODGRAIN STOCK: Consumer Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution Minister Pralhad Joshi has said, government foodgrain stocks
have reached over six hundred four lakh tones in the country, which is
nearly three times higher than the mandatory buffer requirement. In a
social media post, the Minister said, robust wheat and rice reserves are
ensuring an uninterrupted supply for welfare schemes and the Public
Distribution System across the country. Mr Joshi said, strong procurement,
successful harvests and sustained support for farmers continue to reinforce
India’s commitment towards food security, farmer welfare and a resilient
future. He highlighted that India’s food security framework continues to
grow stronger under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.



REV. WB-AMIT SHAH: Union Home Minister Amit Shah will arrive in
Kolkata today. He is scheduled to attend a meeting with the newly elected
BJP MLAs, during which the party's legislative leader will be selected. The
Governor of West Bengal, R.N. Ravi, dissolved the Legislative
Assembly of West Bengal today. The new Chief Minister of the
state and the Council of Ministers will be sworn in on Saturday,

May 9th-the birth anniversary of Kabiguru Rabindranath Tagore.
The legislative party leader of the Bharatiya Janata Party will be

selected today in a meeting in Kolkata, which will be chaired by
Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah. All newly

elected BJP MLAs will be present. Meanwhile, preparations are

underway for the swearing-in ceremony at the Brigade Parade
Ground in Kolkata. Necessary administrative meetings are being

held, and tight security arrangements are being put in place for
the occasion. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Union Home Minister

Amit Shah, senior BJP leaders, and Chief Ministers from other
states are expected to attend the oath taking ceremony.




