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WB REPOLLING

Over 16 per cent voter turnout was recorded in the first two hours of
repolling in 15 booths across two assembly constituencies in West Bengal’s South
24 Parganas district. Polling is underway in 11 booths of Magrahat Paschim and
four booths of Diamond Harbour, where the Election Commission of India ordered
repoll following reports of electoral malpractices. An official said voting began at 7
AM and will continue till 6 PM. By 9 AM, voter turnout stood at 16.23 percent.
Magrahat Paschim recorded 16.68 per cent turnout, while Diamond Harbour
reported 15.83 per cent. The official said, polling has been peaceful so far, with no
reports of violence or unrest from either constituency. Voting in these
constituencies was earlier held during the second phase of the state elections on
April 29. The West Bengal assembly elections were held in two phases, April 23 and
April 29, amid unprecedented security arrangements. Counting of votes will take
place on May 4.

<><><>RR/PTI/1152 Hrs
TAPAN DP-1 02.05.2026
SC TMC-EC

The Supreme Court of India today said that no further order was required on
the plea filed by the All India Trinamool Congress challenging the dismissal of its
petition by the Calcutta High Court. The petition was against a circular issued by the
Election Commission of India on deployment of central government personnel for
vote counting in West Bengal. A special bench of Justices P. S. Narasimha and
Joymalya Bagchi observed that the Election Commission is empowered to choose
counting personnel, and its April 13 circular cannot be termed incorrect. The
Election Commission told the court that the circular clearly provides for a mix of
central and state government employees. It said the apprehension of the
Trinamool Congress regarding any wrongdoing is misplaced and assured that the
circular will be implemented in letter and spirit. The bench, which held a special
sitting, said the Commission can also choose counting personnel from a single pool,



including central government staff, and its circular cannot be faulted. Polling for the
294 member West Bengal Assembly was held in two phases on April 23 and April
29. Counting of votes will take place on May 4. Earlier, the Calcutta High Court had
dismissed the TMC's petition, stating that there was no illegality in the Election
Commission’s decision to appoint counting supervisors and assistants from central
government and Public Sector Undertaking employees instead of state government
staff.

<><><> RR/PTI/1147 Hrs

SJ MP-1 02.05.2025
CENSUS 2027

Field operations for Houselisting and Housing Census (HLO), under Phase 1
of Census 2027, have commenced in Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh,
Haryana, Chandigarh, Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. This follows the
completion of the notified 15-day Self-Enumeration period in these States and
Union Territories. Ministry of Home Affairs said that the exercise will continue till
May 30, 2026, during which trained Enumerators will undertake house-to-house
visits for data collection. Meanwhile, Self-Enumeration facility under Census 2027
has also commenced in Municipal Corporation of Delhi area, Rajasthan,
Maharashtra, Meghalaya and Jharkhand. The online facility will remain available till
15™ of May, after which corresponding house-to-house Houselisting Operations in
these States and UTs will be conducted between May 16th to June 14th. Further, in
Bihar, the notified fifteen-day Self-Enumeration period is concluding today, and
house-to-house field operations will commence from tomorrow, and continue till
the 31% of May.

The Self-Enumeration facility, introduced for the first time in Census 2027,
has received an encouraging response from the public. As part of the digital
approach adopted for Census 2027, so far around 82 lakh households have
successfully availed the facility through the official portal se.census.gov.in. The
initiative marks a significant milestone in digitising Census operations and has been
widely appreciated for offering flexibility, convenience and ease of participation.
<><>CB/ANUPAM/RISHU/0448 HRS

TAPAN DP-1 02/05/2026
OM BIRLA- PARL COMMITTEES

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has reconstituted four Parliamentary
Committees for the year 2026-27. Lok Sabha BJP MP Dr Snajay Jaiswal has been

appointed as the Chairperson of the Committee of Estimates comprising 30
members of the Lower House. The Committee on Public Undertakings comprising



15 members from Lok Sabha and 7 from Rajya Sabha will be headed by BJP MP
Baijayant Panda. Mr Birla has appointed Congress MP from Lok Sabha, K C
Venugopal as the Chairperson of the Public Accounts Committee. It includes 15
members from Lok Sabha and 7 members from Rajya Sabha. While the Committee
on the Welfare of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes will be headed by Lok
Sabha BJP MP Faggan Singh Kulaste. It comprised of 20 members from Lok Sabha
and 10 from Rajya Sabha. The term of these Committees will be from 1st of this
month to 30th of April next year.

<><> Anand/ 1150 HRS

Union Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri has said India
expanded its crude oil sourcing base to 41 countries from 27 earlier, as part of
efforts to strengthen energy security during the global energy crisis. While
speaking at the Vibrant Gujarat Regional Conference in South Gujarat, he said
long-term planning played a key role in managing the crisis. On boosting domestic
production, the Minister said, orders were issued to maximise LPG yield at
refineries, and the domestic production has been increased by 60 percent.
[S/B - HARDEEP SINGH PURI- 39 SECS]

RBI-2000 BANK NOTES:

The Reserve Bank of India has said that 98.47 per cent of the 2,000 rupees
denomination banknotes in circulation have been returned, nearly three years after
it announced their withdrawal. The central bank had declared the withdrawal of Rs
2,000 notes from circulation on May 19, 2023, as part of its currency management
exercise. At that time, the total value of such notes in circulation stood at 3.56 lakh
crore rupees. According to the latest data, this figure has now sharply declined to
5,451 crore rupees as of April 30, 2026.

UKD-ADI KAILASH YATRA:

In Uttarakhand, the pilgrimage to Adi Kailash and Om Parvat commenced in the
border region of Pithoragarh district today as the first batch of over 350 devotees
left Dharchula for the high-altitude shrines. Sub-divisional Magistrate Ashish Joshi
flagged off the convoy of vehicles carrying pilgrims from across the country.

IPL-CRICKET:

In IPL Cricket, Delhi Capitals (DC) defeated Rajasthan Royals by seven wickets at
Sawai Mansingh Stadium in Jaipur last night. Today, Chennai Super Kings will take
on Mumbai Indians at MA Chidambaram Stadium, Chennai. The match will begin at
07.30 PM.



