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Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrived in the Netherlands late last night on the second
leg of his five-nation tour, aimed at deepening India’s strategic and economic ties with
European nations. Mr Modi was received by the Dutch Foreign Minister, Tom
Berendsen, upon his arrival at Amsterdam Airport. Mr Modi reached the Netherlands
after a brief stopover in the United Arab Emirates, where he held talks with UAE
President Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan in Abu Dhabi. At the hotel in The Hague, the
Prime Minister was accorded a grand welcome with cultural and musical performances
by the Indian diaspora. Dutch troops also greeted him ceremonially. During the visit
the Prime Minister will hold bilateral talks with Dutch Prime Minister Robb Jetten and
will call on their Majesties the King and the Queen. The visit carries significance
beyond bilateral ties and is expected to shape broader India-EU relations following the
recently concluded India-Europe Free Trade Agreement. On Saturday, PM Modi will
address the Indian community and meet CEOs of leading Dutch companies. Several
important agreements are expected to be signed particularly in the fields of
semiconductor chips and AI, where the Netherlands stands as a global leader. _After
concluding his visit to the Netherlands, Prime Minister Modi will travel to Gothenburg in
Sweden tomorrow on the third leg of his five-nation tour. Mr Modi will hold bilateral
talks with his Swedish counterpart UIf Kristersson.
<><><>

The Government has imposed a Special Additional Excise Duty of three rupees
per litre on export of petrol. According to official gazette notifications issued by
Ministry of Finance yesterday, the Special Additional Excise Duty on diesel exports has



been brought down to 16 rupees 50 paise per litre from 23 rupees. The Special
Additional Excise Duty on aviation turbine fuel (ATF) has also been reduced to 16
rupees from 33 rupees a litre. The revised rates will remain in force for the next
fortnight beginning today. There has been no change in the existing excise duty rates
for petrol and diesel for domestic consumption.
<><><>

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has reiterated government's commitment to
improving ‘Ease of Doing Business’ and ‘Ease of Living’ for the countrymen. In a social
media post, Mr Modi rejected a media report on imposing cess, tax, or surcharge on
foreign travel. He said, the report is completely false and there is not an iota of truth in
it. The Prime Minister said, there is no question of imposing any such restrictions on
foreign travel.
<><><>

Central Board of Secondary Education has issued a notice outlining post-result
declaration facilities for Class 12 students, reaffirming its commitment to a fair and
transparent evaluation process. In the notice, the Board said, students dissatisfied with
their results can avail a two-stage review system. In the first stage, students may
apply online for scanned copies of their evaluated answer books, which can be
downloaded for review. In the second stage, students can seek verification of
discrepancies or request re-evaluation of specific answers based on the marking
scheme. CBSE said applications for scanned copies can be submitted online from the
19th to the 22nd of this month at a fee of 700 rupees per subject. Applications for
verification and re-evaluation can be submitted between the 26th and 29th of this
month.
<><><>

Israel and Lebanon have agreed to a 45-day extension of their ceasefire after
another round of talks in Washington, the US State Department said today. It comes
after two productive days of talks, and will be followed by more negotiations June 2-3,
State Department spokesman Tommy Pigott said. A shaky truce between Israel and
the Hezbollah militant group in Lebanon had been due to end on Sunday. In a social
media post Pigott said that, they hope these discussions will advance lasting peace
between the two countries, full recognition of each other's sovereignty and territorial
integrity, and establishing genuine security along their shared border.
<><><>

In IPL Cricket, Hosts Lucknow Super Giants defeated Chennai Super Kings by 7
wickets at the Ekana Stadium last night. Chasing a target of 188 runs, Lucknow Super
Giants overhauled the winning mark in 16.4 overs riding on Mitchell Marsh's fabulous
innings of 90 runs in just 38 balls. Marsh was also adjudged Player of the Match. In
today's fixture, hosts Kolkata Knight Riders will take on Gujarat Titans at the iconic
Eden Gardens this evening. The match is scheduled to begin at 07:30 PM.

Sikkim is observing its Statehood Day today, marking its transition from a monarchy to



becoming the 22nd state of India in 1975. Vice President C P Radhakrishnan will
undertake his first visit to Sikkim today after assuming office. He will attend the
Statehood Day Celebrations in Gangtok. President Droupadi Murmu, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union Home Minister Amit Shah also extended greetings to the
people of Sikkim on their Statehood Day.

<><><>

National Dengue Day is being observed today in the country. The day is marked to
promote simple control strategies, including the elimination of stagnant water and
proper maintenance of water storage tanks, aimed at preventing mosquito breeding.
The theme for this year is - “"Community Participation for Dengue Control: Check,
Clean and Cover”. Union Health and Family Welfare Minister JP Nadda today called on
citizens to come together to raise awareness about dengue prevention and maintain
clean and safe surroundings.

US President Donald Trump has said, the United States and China concluded major
trade deals during his visit to China, describing the outcomes as significant. Speaking
to reporters aboard Air Force One while returning from China, Mr Trump said, China
has agreed to purchase 200 Boeing aircraft, with the possibility of additional orders
following talks with Chinese President Xi Jinping.

[S/B - DONALD TRUMP- BOEING - 22 SECS]

In Badminton, Indian Men's Doubles pair of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty will face Malaysian shuttlers Nur Izzuddin and Goh Sze Fei in semifinals of
Thailand Open in Bangkok today.

In IPL Cricket, Kolkata Knight Riders will take on Gujarat Titans at the iconic Eden
Gardens this evening. The match is scheduled to begin at 07:30 PM.



