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Prime Minister Narendra Modi will hold talks with President of in New Delhi
today. Mr Christodoulides arrived in New Delhi yesterday. He was received
by Union Minister of State for Road Transport and Highways Ajay Tamta at
the Airport. He also visited Mumbai. He is accompanied by a high-level
delegation comprising Minister of Foreign Affairs Dr. Constantinos Kombos,
Minister of Transport, Communications and Works Alexis Vafeades, senior
officials and business leaders. This is the first visit of President
Christodoulides to India in his current capacity. "Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the President of Cyprus will hold discussions on further
strengthening bilateral cooperation in various areas of mutual interest. The
areas include trade, investment, technology, education, culture, mobility,
defence and security, Artificial Intelligence, FinTech, innovation and
research. They will also exchange views on issues of regional and global
importance including cooperation in multilateral fora. Several agreements
will be signed and exchanged after the talks. Mr Modi will host a luncheon
in honour of the visiting dignitary. The President of Cyprus will meet
President Droupadi Murmu at Rashtrapati Bhavan today evening. The visit
of the President of Cyprus is taking place within a year of the historic visit
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Cyprus in June last year, which was the
first visit by an Indian Prime Minister to Cyprus in over two decades. This
visit also assumes added significance in view of Cyprus’ ongoing Presidency
of the Council of the European Union. India and Cyprus share close and
time-tested partnership. The two countries will mark 65 years of diplomatic
relations in February next year.

MARCO RUBIO - INDIA ENERGY: US Secretary of State Marco Rubio



has said that the US is ready to sell as much energy as India is willing to
buy. He said this while responding to a question about India being affected
by high energy prices due to the closure of the Strait of Hormuz. The
Minister said this in the interaction with reporters in Miami, as he embarked
on the trip to Sweden and India. He also described India as a great partner
and said his visit is important as it would give him an opportunity to meet
with ministers from the Quad nations. Rubio will be in India from 23rd to
26th of this month and will visit Kolkata, Agra, Jaipur and New Delhi. The
Quad meeting is planned for 26th of this month, and it is scheduled to be
attended by Rubio, Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong and Japanese
Foreign Minister Motegi Toshimitsu, with External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar presiding over it. Mr. Rubio’s visit to Kolkata will be the first by
a US Secretary of State in almost 14 years. US Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton visited Kolkata in 2012.

GOYAL- APO: Union Minister for Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal
has emphasised that productivity today extends beyond efficiency to
include resilience, innovation, and inclusive growth. Addressing the
inaugural session of 68th Session of the Governing Body Meeting of the
Asian Productivity Organization (APO) in New Delhi today, Mr Goyal
highlighted that India was honoured to contribute during a transformative
phase for the APO, where technology, sustainability, and changing global
dynamics were reshaping economies. Highlighting country’s reforms under
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, he noted initiatives such as
Make in India, Startup India, Skill India, the Production Linked Incentive
Schemes and PM Gati Shakti as examples of productivity-driven
transformation, while reaffirming India’s commitment to regional
cooperation, sustainable development and future-ready growth through the
APO.

VAISHNAW - RAJASTHAN: Union minister for Railways, IT and

Information and broadcasting, Ashwini Vaishnaw will begin a two-day visit
to Rajasthan today. During the visit, he will participate in several
programmes and dedicate a number of new railway facilities to the
state.The Railway Minister will arrive in Jodhpur at 11 a.m., where he will
inaugurate various rail services. At the main function at Jodhpur Railway
Station, he will flag off the 20-coach Jodhpur-Delhi Cantt Vande Bharat



Express, which was earlier operating with only eight coaches. Mr. Vaishnaw
will also inaugurate the extension of the Sabarmati-Jodhpur Superfast
Express up to Jaisalmer. He will further inaugurate the newly built coach
care complex in Jaisalmer through video conferencing.

HC - RG KAR CASE: The Calcutta High Court has ordered setting up a
three-member special investigation team (SIT) of the CBI to probe the
developments from the time the RG Kar Medical College's trainee doctor
had dinner on the ill-fated night of August 2024 to her cremation. The
young medic was raped and murdered in the hospital on the night of
August 9, 2024, which caused an uproar in the state as well as among the
doctors' community across the country. There have been allegations that
evidence was destroyed and attempts were made to downplay the incident
in its immediate aftermath. A division bench comprising Justices Shampa
Sarkar and Tirthankar Ghosh yesterday said the CBI's joint director, east,
will head the team. The other two members of the team would be decided
within 48 hours of the court's order.

><><>
Hamza Burhan, believed to be one of the masterminds behind the 2019
Pulwama terror attack that claimed the lives of over 40 CRPF personnel,
was killed yesterday when unknown gunmen opened fire on him in
Pakistan-occupied Jammu and Kashmir (PoJK). Burhan alias Arjumand
Gulzar Dar alias Doctor, a commander of the Al Badr terror group, was
designated as a terrorist by India in April 2022 for his involvement in a
series of terror acts in Jammu and Kashmir. He had been living undercover
as a teacher in PoJK following the Pulwama attack. According to local
police, Burhan, a principal of a private college in Gojra, Muzaffarabad, was
targeted when he came out of his college yesterday morning. The
attackers fired multiple shots at close range.

Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) has announced
the launch of the upgraded Golden Chariot Luxury Train for the 2026-27
tourist season, introducing enhanced onboard amenities and promotional
offers for travellers. In a statement, IRCTC said that the Golden Chariot,
known for showcasing the rich cultural heritage and scenic landscapes of
South India, returns in a refreshed form combining traditional elegance



with modern comforts.

EVE- IMD WEATHER: India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued

a red alert for heat wave to severe heat wave conditions over Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Vidarbha for tomorrow, and it will continue
this week. Similar conditions are likely to prevail over Delhi, Haryana,
Chandigarh and Coastal Andhra Pradesh. According to the Met
Department, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal and Telangana are likely to experience
heat wave conditions from tomorrow till this weekend.

In IPL Cricket, Gujarat Titans defeated Chennai Super Kings by 89 runs at
the Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad last night. Chasing a target of
230 runs set by Gujarat Titans, Chennai Super Kings were bundled out for
just 140 runs in 13.4 overs. Today, Sunrisers Hyderabad will take on Royal
Challengers Bengaluru at the Rajiv Gandhi International Stadium, in
Hyderabad at 7.30 PM.



