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REV. PM - SWEDEN - STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

Prime Minister Narendra Modi held talks with his Swedish counterpart Ulf
Kristersson in Gothenburg last night. Mr Modi arrived in Gothenburg
yesterday on a two-day visit to Sweden. PM Modi was awarded
Sweden's highest honour, the 'Royal Order of the Polar Star,
Degree Commander Grand Cross,’ in recognition of his exceptional
contributions to bilateral ties and his visionary leadership. The
award is the highest distinction that can be given to a Head of
Government. This is Prime Minister Modi's 31st international
honour. During the delegation-level talks, the two leaders reviewed the
full spectrum of India-Sweden relations and agreed to elevate the bilateral
relationship to a Strategic Partnership, marking a major milestone in the
relationship. They discussed ways to deepen cooperation in trade &
investment, technology and innovation, green transition, space, emerging
technologies, defence & security, SMEs, research and people-to-people
ties. The two leaders agreed to identify new opportunities in the spirit of
the India-EU Strategic Partnership and recently concluded the India-EU
FTA for the benefit of their peoples. The leaders also exchanged
perspectives on regional and global issues. They emphasised the urgency
to reform the UN and multilateral organisations, and agreed to advance
cooperation in multilateral fora. "Central to the visit was the
adoption of a Joint Action Plan (2026-2030), which aims to double
bilateral economic exchange within five years.Under the theme




"India-Sweden: Stronger Together - towards 2047, ” both nations
committed to holding a Bilateral Trade and Investment Summit in
India in 2027. During interactions with Swedish CEOs, the Prime
Minister invited further investment in "Make in India" and "Made
with Sweden" initiatives, particularly within the National Green
Hydrogen and Critical Mineral Missions. The partnership is set to
expand across high-growth sectors such as semiconductors,
advanced manufacturing, and resilient supply chains. In the
realms of technology and climate action, the visit secured

significant agreements to co-create solutions for the 21st century.
Both nations launched the Joint Innovation Partnership 2.0 and
agreed to establish a virtual India-Sweden Joint Science and
Technology Centre (ISJSTC) focusing on Al, 6G, quantum

computing, and life sciences. Furthermore, the Sweden-India
Technology and AI Corridor (SITAC) will be strengthened to
connect the two nations’ startup ecosystems. On the climate
front, the leaders announced the third phase of the Leadership
Group for Industry Transition (LeadIT) specifically expanding
cooperation in green steel and low-carbon industrial
transformation. Defence and security cooperation have
transitioned from a traditional buyer-seller model to a long-term
industrial partnership, with Swedish companies actively investing
in _India's defence production corridors. The Prime Minister
specifically thanked Sweden for its support following the
Pahalgam terror attack, reaffirming a joint commitment to global
stability. Finally, the visit celebrated a shared intellectual legacy
and broader regional cooperation. To commemorate the
centenary of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore’s historic visit to
Sweden, both countries initiated the "Tagore-Sweden Lecture
Series"” and exchanged unique gifts, including replicas of Tagore’s
handwritten epigrams found in Swedish archives. The presence of
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen highlighted
the visit's importance to the India-EU partnership, with a renewed
push for the India-EU Free Trade Agreement-described as the

n” n

'Mother of all deals"-to unlock new opportunities for innovators
and investors alike.

PM Kristersson appreciated the strides being made by India in the
field of digital transformation and Artificial Intelligence. He also noted the




positive contribution of the Indian community in Sweden. Crown Princess
Victoria also participated in the meeting and conveyed warm wishes from
the King and Queen of Sweden. PM Modi thanked his hosts for the warm
welcome and conveyed warm wishes to King Carl XVI Gustav on his 80th
birthday. Earlier, the prime minister's aircraft was escorted by Swedish Air
Force jets as it entered the European country’s airspace. He was given a
warm welcome at the airport by his Swedish counterpart in a special
gesture. Soon after arriving in Gothenburg, Modi met members of the
Indian diaspora. He was welcomed with musical performances, including
the rendition of ‘Vaishnava Jana To’ bhajan by Swedish opera singer
Charlotta Huldt and a mesmerising Bharatanatyam performance by the
students of Lilla Akademien.

PM - CEO INTERACTION

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has invited Swedish companies to enhance
their presence in India under initiatives such as Make In India, National
Green Hydrogen Mission and National Critical Mineral Mission. During an
interacted with select Swedish CEOs in Gothenburg, Mr Modi made a
strong pitch to Swedish companies to enhance their presence in India in
manufacturing, green hydrogen mission, clean energy and other sectors.
Emphasising that India and Sweden are connected by the shared values of
democracy, transparency, innovation and sustainability, Mr Modi called for
combining Sweden's strengths in innovation and sustainability with India's
scale, talent and growth momentum. Highlighting India's rapid economic
transformation, Mr Modi mentioned about strong domestic demand, digital
public infrastructure, manufacturing expansion and next-generation
infrastructure development in India. The discussions also focused on
strengthening cooperation in resilient supply chains, green transition,
sustainable mobility, life sciences and digital technologies. Prime Minister
underlined the importance of combining Sweden's strengths in innovation
and sustainability with India's scale, talent and growth momentum to co-
create solutions for the 21st century. About India-Sweden relations, Mr
Modi said both countries are working on developing long term industrial
partnership beyond the buyer-seller relationship. In January, India and the
European Union (EU) concluded the Free Trade Agreement (FTA). Prime
Minister said, the FTA will provide opportunities for "industry, investors and
innovators" and quoted the earlier comments by European Commission



President Ursula von der Leyen who had described the pact as the "mother
of all deals".

PM - NORWAY VISIT

In the fourth leg of his visit, the Prime Minister will reach Norway today for
the 3rd India-Nordic Summit and bilateral engagements. This will be the
first visit of Prime Minister Modi to Norway, and will mark the first Prime
Ministerial visit from India to Norway in 43 years. Mr Modi will call on King
Harald V and Queen Sonja, and hold bilateral talks with Prime Minister
Jonas Gahr Stgre. Prime Minister will also address the India-Norway
Business and Research Summit along with the Norwegian Prime Minister.
The visit will provide an opportunity to review the progress made in India-
Norway relations and explore avenues to further strengthen them, with a
focus on trade and investment, capitalizing on the India - EFTA Trade and
Economic Partnership Agreement, as well as on clean & green tech and
blue economy.

The 3rd India-Nordic Summit will take place tomorrow. Mr Modi will
be joined by the Prime Minister of Norway, Jonas Gahr Stgre, Prime
Minister of Denmark Mette Frederiksen, Prime Minister of Finland Petteri
Orpo, Prime Minister of Iceland Kristrin Frostadottir and Prime Minister of
Sweden UIf Kristersson for the Summit. The Summit will impart a more
strategic dimension to India’s relationship with the Nordic countries,
especially in technology and innovation; green transition and renewable
energy; sustainability; blue economy; defence; space and the Arctic.

REV SHAH-NID-GUJARAT

Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah today inaugurated
and laid the foundation stone for development works worth over 700 crore
rupees in Gandhinagar, Gujarat.

Mr Shah, who is on a two-day visit to the state, launched projects
worth over 600 crore rupees of Gandhinagar Municipal Corporation. He also
inaugurated a newly built milk processing plant of Madhur Dairy in the city,
built at a cost of around 128 crore rupees. Earlier in the day, Mr Shah
inaugurated the Innovation and Incubation Centre at the National Institute
of Design (NID) in Gandhinagar. Speaking on the occasion, Mr Shah
highlighted the importance of the National Institute of Design, saying it is



an institution that connects creativity with entrepreneurship. He said
institutions like NID provide youth with the right platform for innovation
and professional development. S/B - AMIT SHAH

Union Minister Piyush Goyal was also present at the event. Mr Shah
also inaugurated the first phase of Million Minds Tech Park and
the GREMI City Campus in Ahmedabad.

NADDA- SWITZERLAND

Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare Jagat Prakash Nadda has
arrived in Switzerland to participate in the 79th World Health Assembly.
The 6-day event will begin today in Geneva. In a social media post, Mr
Nadda said that this year's theme - Reshaping Global Health: A Shared
Responsibility, highlights the importance of collective action in addressing
global health challenges. He said, the Assembly will bring together Health
Ministers, dignitaries and public health experts from more than 165
countries, reaffirming the shared global commitment towards building
stronger, more inclusive and resilient healthcare systems.

EVE IMD WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has said that the
Southwest Monsoon is likely to set in over Keralam on 26th of this month
with a model error of plus or minus four days. IMD said, conditions are
favourable for further advance of southwest monsoon into some more
parts of southeast Arabian Sea, southwest and southeast Bay of Bengal,
remaining parts of Andaman Islands and Andaman Sea, and some parts of
east central Bay of Bengal during the next two to three days.

IMD has forecast Heat Wave to Severe Heat Wave conditions over
West Uttar Pradesh for tomorrow. Similar weather conditions are also
expected over Delhi, Haryana, Chandigarh, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab,
Rajasthan, Telangana and Vidarbha during the next two days. Meanwhile
warm night conditions have been predicted for West Rajasthan for
tomorrow. According to the Met Department a gradual rise in maximum
temperatures by three to five degrees Celsius is expected over many parts
of Northwest India during the next three to four days. The Weather Agency
has also issued an orange colour warning for thunderstorms accompanied
by hailstorm over Karnataka tomorrow. Thunderstorms accompanied by



lightning and gusty winds are also expected over Chhattisgarh, West
Bengal, Jharkhand, Lakshadweep, Madhya Maharashtra, Odisha and
Andhra Pradesh tomorrow. IMD further predicted heavy rainfall over
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Kerala, Mahe, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry,
Karaikal and parts of North East India during the next two days. <><><>

CRICKET IPL: In IPL Cricket, Delhi Capitals kept their playoff hopes alive

with a thrilling five-wicket win over Rajasthan Royals at the Arun Jaitley
Stadium in Delhi last night.

Chasing 194, Delhi Capitals made 197 for 5 in 19.2 overs. KL Rahul
led the chase with a calm 56 off 42 balls, while Abishek Porel scored a
quick 51 off 31 balls. The pair added a crucial 105-run opening partnership.
In the final overs, Ashutosh Sharma played a match-winning cameo of 18
not out from just five balls to finish the chase with four balls remaining.

Earlier, After being invited to bat first, Rajasthan Royals scored 193
for 8 in their in stipulated 20 overs. Vaibhav Sooryavanshi made a rapid 46
off 21 balls, while Riyan Parag smashed 51 and Dhruv Jurel added 53.
When Rajasthan Royals looked set for a total above 220 after reaching
160for 2, but Mitchell Starc turned the match around with brilliant death
bowling. The left-arm pacer took 4 wickets. He also adjudged Player of the
Match. With this win, Delhi Capitals moved up from eighth to seventh in
the IPL 2026 points table and stayed in the race for the playoffs. In
another match of the day, Royal Challengers Bengaluru became the first
team to qualify for the playoffs beating Punjab Kings by 23 runs in
Dharamsala. Put in to bat, Royal Challengers Bengaluru posted an
impressive total of 222 runs for the loss of 4 wickets in stipulated 20 overs.
In reply, chasing a target of 223, Punjab Kings managed to score 198 runs
for the loss of 8 wickets in their allotted overs. In today's fixture, Chennai
Super Kings wil face Sunrisers Hyderabad at MA Chidambaram Stadium in
Chennai. The match will start at 7:30 PM.

SHUKLA MP-1 18.05.2026
KERALAM - SWEARING-IN

Congress leader VD Satheesan will be sworn-in as Chief Minister of
Keralam today. The Chief minister-designate yesterday evening unveiled a



21-member UDF cabinet ahead of today's swearing-in ceremony. Of the 21
ministers, 14 — including Satheesan himself — are first-timers. Announcing
the cabinet after submitting the list of ministers to Governor Rajendra
Arlekar, Mr Satheesan said the entire UDF ministry will be sworn in
together.

Congress secured 11 ministerial berths besides the chief minister's
post, while Indian Union Muslim League (IUML) has been allotted five
positions. Kerala Congress (Joseph), Revolutionary Socialist Party (RSP),
Kerala Congress (Jacob) and Communist Marxist Party (CMP) have got one
berth each.

Mr Satheesan also announced that Thiruvanchoor Radhakrishnan will
be the Speaker and Shanimol Usman the Deputy Speaker.

AGENCIES/NET/CB/0507



