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S) MP- II 19.05.26
PM NORWAY-BUSINESS SUMMIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has attended the India-Norway Business and
Research Summit in Oslo. Crown Prince Haakon and the Prime Minister of
Norway, Jonas Gahr Stgre, also participated in the Summit.

Addressing the Summit, Prime Minister Modi appreciated the growth in
bilateral trade and investments following the entry into force of Trade and
Economic Partnership Agreement, TEPA. He underlined that stakeholders on both
sides should make efforts to achieve the investment target of 100 billion US
dollars under TEPA and the consequent creation of one million jobs in India. He
highlighted India’s strong upward growth trajectory, demographic dividend,
talented and aspirational youth, robust business practices, investor-friendly
regulatory framework, and the spirit of competitive federalism. He encouraged
greater Norwegian investments in India in key sectors such as the blue economy,
shipbuilding, green transition, renewable energy, health-tech, critical minerals,
and start-ups.

Prime Minister Modi also underscored India’s ambitious green transition



agenda, emphasising the country’s scale, growing energy demands, climate
commitments, and rapid expansion in renewable energy, grid infrastructure,
green hydrogen, and clean energy. He appreciated Norway’s global leadership in
clean energy investments, maritime decarbonisation, ocean sustainability, and
climate finance. Prime Minister Modi urged the business communities of both
countries to forge new partnerships, identify emerging areas of collaboration,
and strengthen economic cooperation.

The Summit was attended by CEOs of over 50 companies and more than
250 participants from the Norwegian and Indian business and research
communities. In a statement, the Ministry of External Affairs said the Summit
marked the growing momentum in bilateral economic cooperation following the
coming into force of the India-EFTA Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement.
A number of business agreements between Indian and Norwegian companies
and entities were signed during the Summit.

Prior to the high-level Business and Research Summit, four roundtable
sessions were organised across different locations in Oslo, the MEA added. The
sessions focused on healthcare innovation, maritime cooperation, batteries and
energy storage systems, digitalisation and electrification, and wind energy.
<><><>BAIG/MEA/0433 HRS

SJ MP-I 19.05.2026
RAJNATH-HANOI DIASPORA

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has described Operation Sindoor as a
testament to India’s transformation into a strong, confident, and capable nation.
Addressing the Indian diaspora in Hanoi yesterday, Mr Singh asserted that while
India remains committed to the no-first-use policy, it will not succumb to nuclear
blackmail and stands ready to respond firmly to any enemy misadventure. He
highlighted India’s growing stature on the international stage due to the
unprecedented progress achieved under the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Mr Singh emphasised that India is rapidly advancing in the
semiconductor sector, which, he said, is not merely a story of technological
progress but also the story of a New India. The Minister invited the international
community to partner with India for global peace, shared growth, and prosperity,
while urging the Indian diaspora to contribute to nation-building.
<><>CB/ANUPAM/2215

BAIG:SUSHMA NP-1 18.05.2026
NADDA-BILATERAL MEET

Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare Jagat Prakash Nadda today
held high-level bilateral meetings with counterparts and representatives from
Thailand, Iran, the Netherlands, Sweden, and Mauritius. The meeting was held



on the sidelines of the 79th World Health Assembly in Geneva. In a social media
post, Mr Nadda said, the discussions focused on strengthening cooperation in
digital health, pharmaceuticals, resilient public health systems, and advancing
Universal Health Coverage. The Union Minister reaffirmed India’s commitment to
global health collaboration, and highlighted the shared vision of ensuring
accessible, affordable, and equitable healthcare for all. The engagements further
strengthened partnerships across innovation, healthcare capacity building, and
public health preparedness, advancing the collective goal of Health for All.

Health Minister Nadda is currently in Switzerland to participate in the 79th
World Health Assembly which is being held from today to 23rd of this month.
<><>ANAND/RISHU/2222 HRS

SANJIO :: LAXMI EP-I
18.05.2026
REV MAHA-ROAD ACCIDENT

At least 13 people were killed and 20 others were critically injured in
a road accident involving a truck carrying a marriage party and a container in
Dhanivari in Palghar district of Maharashtra this afternoon. The number of
casualties is likely to increase. According to initial information, more than 100
people were travelling in the truck. The injured are being treated at Kasa
Subdistrict Hospital. Preliminary investigations suggest the tempo was carrying
passengers way beyond its capacity. Excessive speed, a narrow stretch of the
road, and the tempo driver losing control of the vehicle are suspected to be the
primary causes behind the crash.

Maharashtra Government has announced a financial assistance of five lakh
rupees for the families of victims who lost their lives in the tragic accident that
took place on the Mumbai-Ahmedabad Highway in Maharashtra's Palghar district
early this evening.
<>ANKITA APTE/MUMBAI/MAIL/2037
PREZ-MAHA-ROAD ACCIDENT

President Droupadi Murmu has expressed grief at the loss of lives in the
road accident that occurred in Palghar district of Maharashtra. In a social media
post, the President expressed condolences to the families of the deceased and
prayed for the early recovery of those injured in the accident.

<><>ANAND/RISHU/2040
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In IPL cricket, Sunrisers Hyderabad defeated Chennai Super Kings by five
wickets in Chennai last night to secure a playoff berth. Put into bat first, Chennai
Super Kings posted 180 for seven in 20 overs, with Kartik Sharma being the
highest scorer with 44 runs. For Hyderabad, Pat Cummins picked up three
wickets, while Sakib Hussain took two. In reply, Sunrisers Hyderabad overhauled
the target, losing five wickets in 19 overs, riding on Ishan Kishan's 70 and
Heinrich Klaasen's 47 runs. Ishan Kishan was declared the Player of the Match.
Following the match, Sunrisers Hyderabad now have 16 points with a game in
hand, which is enough to ensure their place in the playoffs. Gujarat Titans, also
with 16 points, have marched into the knockouts. Royal Challengers Bengaluru,
with 18 points, have already sealed their place in the playoffs. The Super Kings,
with 12 points from 13 matches, are not yet completely out of the race for the
knockouts. Today, Rajasthan Royals will face Lucknow Super Giants in Jaipur at
7:30 PM.

BIMAL/ CB/NET/0435 HRS

SANJIO EP-1 18.05.2026
REV GOVT-WEST ASIA BRIEF

Government has said that refineries in the country are operating
normally and India has sufficient crude inventories despite the import
disruption due to the ongoing West Asia crisis. Addressing the Inter-
Ministerial Briefing in New Delhi today on Recent Developments in West
Asia, Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Sujata
Sharma said that the country has sufficient stock of petrol, diesel, LPG and
natural gas. She highlighted that no dry outs have been reported in any
LPG distributorship but due to the spreading of rumours, panic buying has
been observed in some parts of the country. She informed that immediate
actions are being taken to replenish the supplies at the identified retail LPG
outlets. The Joint Secretary said that over seven lakh PNG connections
have been gasified since March, adding that infrastructure has been
created for two lakh seventy six thousand connections. The Joint
Secretary also highlighted that in the last four days around one crore
seventy two lakh domestic LPG cylinders were delivered in the country.
She said that since the start of this month, around one lakh eight thousand
tonnes of commercial LPG were sold. The Joint Secretary further noted
that over one lakh ninety thousand 5 kg cylinders were sold in the last four
days.

BYTE-SUJATA SHARMA



Joint Secretary, Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, Aparna S
Sharma said that availability of fertilizer for the Kharif season is more than
50 percent across the states. The Joint Secretary said that over two
hundred Lakh Metric Tonnes of fertilizers is available across the country.
She clarified that there has been no change in Maximum Retail Price of
major fertilizers. She said that domestic production after the crisis period
has been substantial, about 86.2 Lakh Metric Tonnes and more than 22
Lakh Metric Tonnes of imports have reached the shore.

BYTE-APARNA SHARMA

Additional Secretary of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Mukesh
Mangal, said that a Marshall Islands-flagged LPG carrier SYMI carrying
about 19 thousand 965 metric tonnes of Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) for
India arrived at the Deendayal Port Authority in Kandla in Gujarat on
Saturday night. He said that all Indian seafarers in the region are safe and
no incidents involving Indian Flag Merchant vessels or Indian seafarers on
foreign flag Merchant vessels has been reported in the past 96 hours. Mr
Mangal added that the Ministry continues to coordinate with the Ministry of
External Affairs, Indian Missions, and maritime stakeholders to ensure
seafarer welfare and uninterrupted maritime operations.
BYTE-MUKESH MANGAL

Additional Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs (Gulf) Aseem
Mahajan said that Indian embassies and consulates continue to operate
round the clock help lines to provide timely assistance and are proactively
assisting country's citizens. Mr Mahajan informed that Indian Embassy in
Tehran has facilitated the movement of two thousand and 551 Indian
nationals out of Iran through land border routes. He also said that regular
advisories are being issued including information related to local
government guidelines , flight and travel situations.
BYTE- ASEEM MAHAJAN
<><>PRIYA/SAMARATH/RISHU/1943
SANJIO EPI 18.05.26
EVE IMD WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued orange colour
warning for Heat Wave to Severe Heat Wave conditions over Madhya
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh for tomorrow. Heat wave conditions are also
expected over Haryana, Chandigarh, Marathwada, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Telangana and Vidarbha during the next two days. Meanwhile warm night



conditions have been predicted for Rajasthan, Vidarbha and West Uttar
Pradesh tomorrow. IMD also predicted Hot and Humid weather conditions
over Coastal Andhra Pradesh and Odisha tomorrow. According to the Met
Department a gradual rise in maximum temperatures by two to three
degrees Celsius is expected over many parts of Northwest India during the
next three to four days.

IMD has forecast heavy rainfall over Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
Kerala, Mahe, Lakshadweep, parts of North East India, Tamil Nadu
Puducherry and Karaikal tomorrow. IMD said that thunderstorms
accompanied by lightning and gusty winds are expected over Andhra
Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Mahe,
Konkan, Goa and Madhya Maharashtra during the next two days. Similarly
thundersquail accompanied by winds is expected over West Bengal
tomorrow.

For Delhi NCR, IMD has predicted heat wave conditions for
tomorrow. According to the Met Department the maximum temperature
will be around 43 degrees Celsius in the national capital while the minimum
temperature will hover around 28 degrees Celsius tomorrow.

IMD has said that the Southwest Monsoon has further advanced into
some more parts of southeast Arabian Sea, some parts of Comorin area,
some more parts of southwest and southeast Bay of Bengal today. It
added that the Southwest Monsoon is likely to set in over Kerala on 26th of
this month with a model error of plus or minus four days. The Met
Department added that Conditions are favourable for further advance of
southwest monsoon into some more parts of southeast Arabian Sea,
Comorin Area, southwest and southeast Bay of Bengal and remaining parts
of Andaman Sea, during next three to four days.

<><>AKSHIT/SAMARTH/2031






