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SHUKLA MP-1I

21.05.2026
PM - ITALY VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi returned to New Delhi after
successfully concluding his visit to Italy, marking the final leg of his five-
nation official tour. India and Italy yesterday announced the upgradation of
their ties to a Special Strategic Partnership, marking a major step forward
in bilateral relations. The two countries signed several agreements in areas
including agriculture, critical minerals, Ayurveda, science and technology,
and facilitation of mobility of Indian nurses from India to Italy. Both nations
also signed MoUs for curbing tax crimes, Money Laundering and Terror
Financing.

In a Joint Press statement with his Italian counterpart, Georgia
Meloni in Rome, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said Italy is renowned
worldwide for design and precision, and India's identity is that of a



powerhouse of scale, talent, and affordable innovation. The Prime Minister
said, India and Italy will move forward on the principle of Design and
Develop in India and Italy and Deliver for the World. He said the India-Italy
Defence Industrial Roadmap has paved the way for co-development and
co-production.

During the joint statement, the Prime Minister highlighted that both
countries will work together on shipping, ports modernisation, logistics and
the blue economy. Mr Modi said, India-Italy's shared initiative against
terror financing has presented an important example before the entire
world. He said that both nations have been in constant contact regarding
Ukraine, West Asia, and other tensions. He added that India's stance is
clear that all problems should be resolved through dialogue and diplomacy.

Prime Minister of Italy, Georgia Meloni, said the aim is to enhance the
complementarity between the two countries in many. She said that both
nations are working hard on advanced manufacturing, infrastructure,
energy, space economy, and defence. Ms Meloni said there are immense
opportunities in critical minerals, agro-industry, maritime transportation,
tourism and culture. We have a report:

(V/C- SUPERNA BHATIA)

"Prime Minister Narendra Modi's successful visit has been a
part of his ongoing efforts to strengthen India'’s international
relations and cultural cooperation. This is Prime Minister Modi's
first bilateral visit to Italy and third overall. His visit was marked

by a series of significant events and engagements. He called on
Italian President Sergio Mattarella. Held delegation-level talks
with Prime Minister Georgia Meloni, focusing on enhancing
cooperation between India and Italy. The visit to the Food and
Agriculture Organisation was to strengthen India’s commitment
to multilateralism and global food security, where he was
honoured with the prestigious UN Agricola Medal. Both sides also
decided to launch the Italy-India Year of Culture and Tourism for
2027, which is a unique opportunity to have the century-old

cultures develop a dialogue and make them more and more
connected. He also met enthusiastic Indian diaspora and Italian

artists who welcomed him on his arrival in Rome. This is Superna
Bhatia, For Akashvani News, From Rome, Italy."
CB/SUPERNA BHATIA/ITALY/MAIL/0356




SJA NP-I 20.05.2026
REV GOYAL- PM FAO MEDAL

Union Minister for Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal has
congratulated Prime Minister Narendra Modi for being honoured with the
Food and Agriculture Organisation’s Agricola Medal. In a social media post,
Mr Goyal said that this is an acknowledgment of the immense contributions
of India's farmers, fisherfolk, scientists, and other workers in the
agriculture sector. He added that the award also recognises country’s
unwavering commitment to food security, human well-being and
sustainable development.

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has also expressed
happiness over the conferment of FAO’s honour to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. In a social media post, she said that the Narendra Modi government
has taken numerous steps for the growth of India’s agriculture and allied
sectors. These include Crop Insurance Scheme, Soil Health Card, e-NAM
(National Agriculture Market), Mega Food Park, Kisan Credit Card and PM
Kisan Samman Nidhi.

SHIVANG/ANAND/ 2247 HRS

SANJIO EP-1 20.05.2026

PM-FAO

Prime Minister Narendra Modi was today conferred the prestigious Agricola
Medal by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) at its headquarters
in Rome, Italy. Receiving the award, Mr Modi dedicated the honour to
India’s millions of farmers, livestock rearers, fish farmers, agricultural
scientists and workers. The medal was presented by FAO Director-General
Qu Dongyu.

Speaking on the occasion, the Prime Minister said the award reflects
India’s unwavering commitment to food security, sustainable development
and human welfare. He stressed that food security is not merely a policy
matter, but a responsibility towards humanity.

Mr Modi said India is building a sustainable, climate-resilient and
future-ready farming ecosystem, while scientific agriculture is being
promoted across the country in mission mode. He noted that technology is
becoming a major strength of Indian agriculture and emphasised that the



future of farming lies not just in producing more, but in producing better.
The Agricola Medal is the highest honour conferred by the Director-
General of the FAO. It is awarded to distinguished world leaders and
individuals for exceptional and long-term contributions to global food
security, sustainable agriculture, poverty reduction and improved nutrition.
SUPERNA/ WHATSAPP/ BHUPENDRA/PMO "X"/2033

SHUKLA MP-II 21.05.2026
RUBIO - INDIA VISIT
US Secretary of State, Marco Rubio has said that he is looking
forward to celebrating America's 250th birthday with partners in India. In a
video message shared ahead of his visit, Mr Rubio said that India is the
world's largest democracy and US is world's oldest, so the US look forward
to celebrating it together. US Embassy in India also shared the video.
[BYTE - RUBIO
https://x.com/USAndIndia/status/2057036493143855547]
The US will commemorate and celebrate the 250th anniversary of the
signing of the Declaration of Independence on 4th of July. Mr Rubio will be
on a four-day visit to India from 23rd of this month. This will be his first
visit to India. During the visit, he will visit Kolkata, Agra, Jaipur, and New
Delhi. The US embassy in New Delhi said that Mr Rubio would attend the
Quad meeting on 26th of May along with foreign ministers of Australia,
Japan and the United States and presided over by External Affairs Minister
Dr. S Jaishankar.
CHIRAG/IANS/CB/0546
SJA::SUSHMA NP-I 20.05.2026
AMIT SHAH-MEDAL
Union Home Minister Amit Shah has congratulated Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for being honoured with Food and Agriculture
Organisation"s Agricola Medal. In a social media post, Mr Shah said that
this honour is a tribute to millions of Indian farmers and all those
associated with the agricultural sector. He said, the award reflects the
global recognition of Prime Minister Modi’s commitment towards
agricultural reforms, food security and farmers' welfare.
The Home Minister highlighted several initiatives launched under the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's leadership, including the PM-KISAN
scheme, increase in Minimum Support Price, fertilizer subsidies and efforts



to strengthen food security across the country. He noted that India has

emerged as a global leader in the agricultural sector and the country’s

agricultural model is setting a benchmark for the whole world.
Shivang/Anand/ 2335 HRS

SHUKLA MP-II 21.05.2026
CYPRUS PREZ - MUMBAI

President of Cyprus Nikos Christodoulides, along with a high level
delegation, arrived in Mumbai last evening on a 4-day official visit to India.
President Christodoulides was received by Maharashtra Governor Jishnu
Dev Varma and Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis at the Mumbai airport.
He was also accorded a ceremonial welcome. In a social media post,
Spokesperson of the Ministry of External Affairs, Randhir Jaiswal, said
President Christodoulides’ visit highlights the growing momentum of India-
Cyprus partnership and both the nations share time-tested and close
relations rooted in shared values and strong people-to-people ties.

The state visit comes at a moment when Cyprus holds the Presidency
of the Council of the European Union. The visit also comes less than a year
since Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Cyprus.

According to an official release, the delegation will travel to Delhi
today. The Cyprus President and Prime Minister Modi are scheduled to
meet tomorrow and hold discussions on further strengthening bilateral
cooperation in various areas of mutual interest including trade, investment,
technology, education, culture, mobility, defence and security, AI, FinTech,
innovation and research.

CB/NISHA MOHAN RANEY/MUMBAI/MAIL/ANI/0532

SHUKLA MP-II 21.05.2026
IPL CRICKET

In IPL Cricket, Kolkata Knight Riders defeated Mumbai Indians by 4
wickets at their home ground Eden Gardens last night to keep Playoff
hopes alive. Chasing a target of 148 runs in a rain affected match, Kolkata
Knight Riders overhauled the target with 4 wickets in-hand and 7 balls to
go. Manish Pandey scored highest 45 runs, while Rovman Powell
contributed 40 runs in the chase. Manish Pandey was adjudged Player of
the Match. For Mumbai Indians, Corbin Bosch bagged 3 wickets.



Earlier, after being invited to bat first, Mumbai Indians scored 147 for
8 in stipulated 20 overs. Corbin Bosch scored highest 32 runs for Mumbai
Indians. On the other hand, bowlers of KKR dominated the 22 yards as
Saurabh Dubey, Cameron Green and Kartik Tyagi each picked up 2 wickets.

In today's fixture, Gujarat Titans will take on Chennai Super Kings at
the Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad. The match will begin at 07:30
PM. Gujarat Titans have already qualified for the Playoffs, while the
Chennai Super Kings are eying for the fourth spot in the points table.

CHIRAG/NET/0439



