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SANJIO EP-I 11-05-2026
PM - SOMNATH

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that Somnath stands tall and eternal and
showcases the country's civilisational courage and unbroken devotion. Mr Modi today
participated in Somnath Amrut Mahotsav, marking 75 years since the inauguration of the
restored Somnath Temple in Gujarat. In a social media post, Mr Modi said that the waving flag
at the holy Somnath Temple is a symbol of the victory of the faith of Bharat and also a divine
proclamation of the collective consciousness of millions of Indians. He said that this flag will
forever celebrate the glory of the country and continue to inspire every citizen. The Prime
Minister said, a thousand years ago, the first of many attacks on Somnath took place. Mr Modi
said, those who kept engaging in such attacks believed that they could shatter the ethos of
country's land but they were wrong. He added, the doors of the newly rebuilt Somnath Temple
opened in the presence of the then President Dr. Rajendra Prasad, proclaiming to the world that
while the attackers have faded into the dust of history, the soul of Bharat endures.

<><>DIPENDRA/1639
SANJIO EP-I 11.05.2026

GOVT - PETROLEUM PRODUCT

The government today informed that there is no shortage of any petroleum products and
India has a stock of 60 days of crude oil, 60 days of Natural Gas and 45 days of LPG. This was
informed during the 5™ meeting of the Informal Group of Ministers on West Asia chaired by
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh in New Delhi. The meeting took stock of the latest developments
in the conflict, and discussed ways to bolster country’s readiness to ensure its minimum effect
on the people. India is among the few countries where petroleum prices have held steady
through this period of global volatility even after more than 70 days since the conflict started.
During the meeting, it was informed that the foreign exchange reserves stand at a comfortable
703 billion US dollars. India is the world’s third largest oil refiner and fourth largest exporter of
petroleum products, exporting to over 150 countries and is meeting domestic demand in full.
The Ministers were informed that there is a surplus amount of essential commodities for the
people and the present conservation is intended towards long-run capacity building if the crisis



prolongs. The government said that the supply management has been good, and the people
need not panic or resort to over purchase of fuel and other products.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh directed the officials to take concrete steps to implement
the Prime Minister Narendra Modi's appeal at the ground level. The Prime Minister had exhorted
the people to reduce petrol and diesel consumption by using metros and public transport and
opting to car pooling. He had also urged the citizens to help conserve foreign exchange reserves
by refraining from unnecessary foreign travel, choosing domestic tourism and celebrations
within India, and avoiding non-essential gold purchases for a year. The Prime Minister urged the
farmers to reduce chemical fertiliser usage by 50 per cent, move towards natural farming
practices, help protect soil health and reduce import dependence, and encourage wider
adoption of solar-powered irrigation pumps instead of diesel pumps in agriculture.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh emphasized that Ministries and states must identify,
measures to institutionalise fuel efficiency, public awareness, and responsible consumption
behavior in a coordinated manner. The Minister underlined that the primary focus for India
during the current phase is to ensure that energy flows remain uninterrupted, economic stability
is maintained, and maritime trade routes remain secure. He directed all stakeholders to remain
vigilant to deal with every situation. Mr Singh highlighted the urgent need for the country to
accelerate the process of transforming its energy mix, rapidly expanding renewable-based
alternative energy sources, and identifying more reliable and diversified energy supplies. He
called for re-evaluation of strategic reserve requirements to tackle issues arising out of supply
chain disruptions, with future energy security in mind. He also stressed the need to focus on
strategic crisis anticipation, early warning assessment, scenario planning, and timely
whole-of-government preparedness. The meeting was attended by Union Ministers J P Nadda,
Ashwini Vaishnaw, Hardeep Singh Puri Kiren Rijiju, K Rammohan Naidu, Sarbananda Sonowal
and Dr Jitendra Singh.
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FUR REV JITENDRA SINGH- TECH DAY

Union Science and Technology Minister Dr Jitendra Singh urged citizens to abide by the 7
powerful appeals made by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to the people of the country amid
global crisis. Prime Minister Modi had made seven appeals to citizens yesterday
including prioritising work from home wherever possible, reducing fuel
consumption, avoiding foreign travel for a year, and adopting Swadeshi products.
He had also urged the citizens to cut down cooking oil consumption, moving
towards natural farming, and avoiding unnecessary gold purchases. Addressing a
programme on the occasion of National Technology Day in New Delhi, Dr Jitendra Singh said
that the day recalls the achievements of the Pokhran explosion that happened in 1998. Dr Singh
highlighted that in the last one decade India’s defence production has gone up by 174 times to
1.54 lakh crore and defence exports have gone up 34 times in just one decade. He also
emphasized the need to further strengthen public private relationships. The Minister noted
that in 2014, the country had just around 350-startups but today the country has more than two
lakh start-ups and stands at the 3rd position in the world start-up ecosystem.



BYTE- DR JITENDRA SINGH

Principal Scientific Adviser, Prof. Ajay Kumar Sood said that on this day in 1998, India
announced itself to the world as a self-reliant scientific power at Pokhran. He noted that it was
not merely about strategic capability but was a statement highlighting the depth of Indian
science, the courage of Indian institutions. Mr Sood said that National Technology Day serves as
a reaffirmation of that conviction that research in this country delivers outcomes of the highest
order. He mentioned that this time around 14 ministries and departments are celebrating the
occasion under the theme Building India’s Innovation Ecosystem for Viksit Bharat. He stressed
that grand challenges like climate change, water security, healthcare, energy transition, frontier
technologies in Al, and semiconductors demand technological convergence. Exemplifying
Anusandhan National Research Foundation, deeptech and AI missions, quantum and
semiconductor missions, Mr Sood said that the country is developing an architect for innovation
that only few countries can match.
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PUDUCHERRY-SWEARING IN

Arrangements are underway for the swearing-in ceremony of NDA |leader N. Rangasamy
as the Chief Minister of Puducherry. Lieutenant Governor K. Kailashnathan will administer the
oath of office at a function to be held at Lok Nivas on Wednesday. Our correspondent reports,
Union Minister and BJP election in charge Dr Mansukh Mandaviya, BJP National President Nitin
Nabin, BJP Puducherry in-charge Nirmal Kumar Surana and State BJP President V. P.
Ramalingam will also participate in the swearing-in ceremony. Senior BJP leaders who arrive in
Puducherry tomorrow evening will be accorded a grand reception at the airport, followed by a
vehicle rally. During the visit, Mr Nabin will also meet the newly elected BJP MLAs of the Union
Territory and hold discussions with party office-bearers and legislators at the party
headquarters.
<><> Bibin S Nath, Puducherry, MAIL, 1550 HRS

BS DP-1 11.05.2026
RAJIV - ANIMAL WELFARE CONFERENCE

Union Minister for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying and Panchayati Raj, Rajiv
Ranjan Singh today highlighted the importance of research and innovation in strengthening
country's pharmaceutical and biotechnology sectors. Addressing the National Conference on
Laboratory Animal Welfare: Policies and Best Practices in New Delhi, Mr Singh stressed the need
to ensure humane treatment of animals used in scientific experiments. The Minister said the
Committee for Control and Supervision of Experiments on Animals (CCSEA), constituted under
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, plays a key role in regulating and monitoring animal
experimentation facilities in universities, hospitals and research institutions. He said the
committee’s objective is to ensure that animals face minimum discomfort during research and
testing processes.

<><>ROHAN/AMAN/1348 HRS



SANJIO EP —-1I 11.05.2026
SC-CBI-TN TRANSFORMERS

The Supreme Court today refused to interfere with the Madras High Court order directing
a CBI probe into the alleged 397-crore rupee scam in the procurement of transformers in Tamil
Nadu during the tenure of former Electricity Minister V Senthil Balaji between 2021 and 2023. A
bench comprising Justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta declined to entertain the plea
challenging the High Court’s direction for a CBI inquiry into the alleged irregularities in the
purchase of 45-thousand distribution transformers. During the hearing, senior advocate
Siddharth Dave, appearing for a Tamil Nadu Generation and Distribution
Corporation(TANGEDCO) official, argued that there was no specific prayer before the High Court
seeking a CBI investigation and termed the proceedings politically motivated. However, the
apex court observed that courts are empowered to order such probes if circumstances warrant.
While dismissing the plea, the Supreme Court said the investigation should proceed
independently without being influenced by any observations made by the High Court. On April
29, the Madras High Court had ordered the CBI to conduct a fresh investigation into the alleged
irregularities and directed the Directorate of Vigilance and Anti-Corruption to hand over all
related documents to the central agency within two weeks. The High Court also asked
TANGEDCO, the DVAC and the Tamil Nadu government to fully cooperate with the probe.
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