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INDIA AND CYPRUS

India and Cyprus exchanged several agreements in different areas, including
establishing a joint working group on counter terrorism, innovation and
technology, higher education and research and cultural cooperation in New
Delhi today. Prime Minister Narendra Modi held discussion with President of
Cyprus Nikos Christodoulides on strengthening bilateral cooperation across a
wide spectrum of areas. They also exchanged views on issues of regional and
global importance including cooperation in multilateral fora. Prime Minister
Modi said during the meeting they also discussed global issues.

[S/B-PM MDOI - CAPITAL - 28 SECS]

President of Cyprus Nikos Christodoulides said the bilateral relations
between the two nations and the European Union-India relations have made
leaps of progress over the last year. The President of Cyprus is on a four day
visit to India. He will meet President Droupadi Murmu at Rashtrapati Bhavan
this evening.

TAPAN:: KAMINI DP-1
22.05.2026
VAISHNAW RAJASTHAN VISIT

Union Minister for Rail, IT and Information and broadcasting, Ashwini
Vaishnaw who is on a two-day visit to Rajasthan beginning today, flagged off
the 20-coach Vande Bharat Express from Jodhpur Railway Station for Delhi
Cantt. The semi-high-speed train was earlier operating with 8 coaches. With
the upgrade, passengers will now get improved travel convenience and
increased seating capacity. On the occasion, Mr. Vaishnaw also announced
the second phase of the Vande Bharat Sleeper Coach Workshop at Bhagat Ki
Kothi. He virtually inaugurated the newly-built Coach Care Complex at
Jaisalmer station as well. Union Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat was also
present at the programme held at Jodhpur Railway Station. Speaking to
reporters, Mr. Vaishnaw said railway connectivity is expanding rapidly across
the country. He added that with a budget allocation of more than Rs 10,000
crore for Rajasthan, several large-scale railway development works will be
carried out in the coming years.

Later in the evening, the Railway Minister will visit Jalore, where he will
flag off the new Bhuj-Bareilly Express train. He is also scheduled to visit Pali.



The visit is considered significant for the expansion of railway infrastructure
and improving passenger connectivity in the state. Tomorrow, Mr. Vaishnaw
will participate in a Rozgar Mela in Jaipur.

<><><>
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JOSHI-SURYA GHAR

Union Minister for New and Renewable Energy Pralhad Joshi said that
India is now adding additional one lakh households in just eight days under
PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana. In a social media post, Mr Joshi said that
this reflects the growing momentum of the nation’s Clean Energy movement
and the rapid adoption of Rooftop Solar across the country. The Minister said
that India’s rooftop solar revolution is accelerating rapidly under the visionary
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
<><>SUPARNA/RISHU/1843
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ELECTRICITY DEMAND

The Government said that India's electricity demand hit a new record
high in the last four days as soaring temperatures across several parts of the
country. The Ministry of Power said that yesterday daytime peak electricity
demand was 270.82 GigaWatt which has broken all previous records. On
Wednesday, it was more than 265 GigaWatt, while on Monday and Tuesday
the demand was over 257 and 260 GigaWatt. It said that the peak daytime
demand usually occurs between 2 pm and 4 pm. The Ministry said that it is
prepared to supply electricity as required, due to the intense summer, It
urged citizens to use electricity wisely and judiciously.

<<<>>> AKSHIT/1517

SANJIO EP-I
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PM-ROZGAR MELA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will distribute more than 51 thousand
appointment letters to newly appointed youth in various Government
departments and organisations at the 19th Rozgar Mela tomorrow morning
through video conferencing. Mr Modi will also address the gathering on the



occasion.

The 19th Rozgar Mela will be held at 47 locations across the country.
The newly recruited candidates, selected from all parts of India, will be
joining various Ministries and Departments of the Government of India
including Ministry of Railways, Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare, Department of Financial Services, Department of Higher
Education among others.

In keeping with the Prime Minister's commitment to prioritising
employment generation, the Rozgar Mela is a major initiative aimed at
translating this vision into reality. Since its inception, around 12 lakh
recruitment letters have been issued through 18 Rozgar Melas organised
across the country.
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CBSE-EXTENSION

The Central Board of Secondary Education,CBSE has extended the last
date for obtaining scanned photocopy of answer- book of Class 12 Board
Examination by one more day to 24th of this month. Earlier the last date of
obatining the answer-book was till tomorrow. CBSE took the decision after its
website faced unprecedent traffic since the past few days and also faced
several attempts of unauthorised interference, which has made it prone to
disruptions. CBSE informed that students will have up to two days, for
applying for the next step of Verification of Issues Observed or Re-evaluation
after receiving the scanned copy of their answer book. The Board has advised
the canddidates to make use of the extended timeline and apply
accordingly.
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JITENDRA SINGH- LEADERSHIP SUMMIT

Minister of State for Science and Technology, Dr Jitendra Singh today
said that India’s expanding Data Centre Sector is expected to generate nearly
one lakh engineering jobs in areas including AI systems, cooling
technologies, smart grids, renewable energy integration and advanced digital
infrastructure. He said this while addressing the Annual Leadership Summit
organised by American Chamber Of Commerce, India in New Delhi.



Describing data centres as the next oil economy, Dr Singh said that the future
will increasingly revolve around data control, digital infrastructure and secure
technology ecosystem. He said that India is entering a decisive phase where
data centres, Artificial Intelligence, Quantum technologies and
next-generation digital infrastructure will shape the future global economic
order.

The Minister said that India views data economy as a strategic national
opportunity that will influence investments, employment, energy systems
and geopolitical competitiveness in the decades ahead. He added that the
nation today stands at the same level of technological progression as leading
nations in several frontier sectors. Citing the National Quantum Mission as an
example, Dr Singh noted that India has already achieved more than half of its
planned targets in less than half the stipulated time. He said that India’s data
centre capacity is projected to grow from 1.5 Gigawatt to nearly 6.5 Gigawatt
by 2030.

<><>SAUMYA/ANUPAM/1654

In IPL Cricket, Sunrisers Hyderabad will take on Royal Challengers Bengaluru
in Hyderabad today. The match will start at 7.30 PM. Earlier, Gujarat Titans
defeated Chennai Super Kings by 89 runs at the Narendra Modi Stadium in
Ahmedabad last night. Chasing a target of 230 runs set by Gujarat Titans,
Chennai Super Kings were all out for 140 in 13.4 overs.



