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PREZ - PADMA AWARDS
President Droupadi Murmu will present 66 Padma awards at the first civil
investiture ceremony for 2026 to be held Rashtrapati Bhavan today. During
the ceremony to be attended by Vice President C P Radhakrishnan, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, and Union Home Minister Amit Shah, among
others, the President will confer two Padma Vibhushan, six Padma Bhushan
and 58 Padma Shri awards. For the year 2026, the President has approved
conferment of 131 Padma awards including five Padma Vibhushan, 13
Padma Bhushan and 113 Padma Shri awards. The remaining Padma
awardees will be conferred in the second round of the ceremony to be held
later. The awards are announced on the occasion of the Republic Day
every year. The coveted civilian honours are given in various fields -- art,
social work, public affairs, science and engineering, trade and industry,
medicine, literature and education, sports, civil service, etc. Padma
Vibhushan is awarded for exceptional and distinguished service, while
Padma Bhushan for distinguished service of high order and Padma Shri for
distinguished service in any field. Continuing with the principle of
celebrating ordinary Indians making extraordinary contributions, this year's
Padma awards include a wide spectrum of unsung heroes from across the
length and breadth of India. Each has overcome tremendous personal
hardships and tragedies to not just excel in their chosen fields, but go



further on to serve society at large. These include individuals from
marginalised and Dalit communities, primitive tribes and those from remote
and difficult terrains. These are people who have dedicated their entire
lifetimes in service of the disabled, women, children, Dalits and tribals
working to promote healthcare, education, livelihood, sanitation,
sustainability, etc.

PTI/NET/PIB/0500
TRUMP - PM MODI
US President Donald Trump dialed Secretary of State Marco Rubio during
an event celebrating America’s 250 years of Independence at Bharat
Mandapam in New Delhi yesterday. US President described Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as a friend and stated that ties between the two nations
had never been closer. He even called himself a “big fan” of PM Modi. Mr
Trump said, India can count on him 100 per cent. US President’s remarks
came amid Mr Rubio’s four-day visit to India. Mr Rubio met Prime Minister
Modi on Saturday, followed by his meetings with External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and National Security Advisor Ajit Doval yesterday.

SHUKLA MP-I

25.05.2026
EAM-US INDEPENDENCE

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar has said that India and the
United States have a strong interest in combating terrorism in all its forms
and manifestations. Addressing the gathering at 250th Independence Day
celebration of the United States in New Delhi yesterday, Dr Jaishankar said
that India and US must always be clear about zero tolerance for terrorism,
and that is why their counter terrorism cooperation is so important. He said
that both nations have a common interest in de-risking the global economy
and providing the world with more choices. The External Affairs Minister
said that many convergences make both nations effective strategic
partners in multiple domains.

BYTE- S JAISHANKAR

Mentioning the visit of US Secretary of State and NSA Marco Rubio,
Dr Jaishankar said, this visit, highlights the significance of India-US ties in
contemporary times. He added that a year ago, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and US President Donald Trump set out a pathway for the further
development of both nation's enduring partnership.

BYTE- S JAISHANKAR



CB/AKSHIT/0346
SHUKLA MP-I 25.05.2026
SHAH - TRIBALS UCC

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has said that the government has
made special provisions to exclude all tribal communities from the ambit of
the Uniform Civil Code (UCC), ensuring that their rights are fully protected.
Addressing the Janjati Sanskritik Samagam in New Delhi, Mr Shah said the
UCC will not infringe upon any tribal rights. Recalling the legacy of iconic
tribal leader and freedom fighter Bhagwan Birsa Munda, Mr Shah said he
conveyed the message that tribal communities have rightful ownership of
their land and forests and that no one can occupy them. The Home
Minister also said that the tribal welfare budget, which stood at 28
thousand crore rupees during the Congress-led government, has been
increased to one lakh 50 thousand crore rupees under the Narendra Modi
government.
BYTE-AMIT SHAH
CB/AKSHIT/0411

SWATI EP-1 24.05.2026
KARNATAKA-DROWNING

In Karnataka, eight members of a family, including seven women, drowned
in the Tatte Hakkalu river in Uttara Kannada district today. The mishap
occurred when they were collecting freshwater mussels and were swept
away by strong currents.

Police said around 14 people from Shirali village had entered the river
for mussel collection when overnight rainfall increased the water flow. As a
few members were carried away by the current, others attempted to
rescue them, resulting in the tragedy. Three persons were rescued, while
search operations are underway for three others who are missing.

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah has announced an ex-gratia of five lakh
rupees for the next of kin of each deceased.

SUDHINDRA /BENGALURU/MAIL/2001 HRS.

SWATI EP-I 24.05.2026
PREZ-VP-PM-KARNATAKA INCIDENT



President Droupadi Murmu, Vice President C P Radhakrishnan and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi have expressed grief over the loss of lives in
a drowning incident in the Uttara Kannada district of Karnataka. In a social
media post, President Murmu said that the news of the loss of lives in the
accident is distressing. She has prayed for the speedy recovery of the
injured.

Mr Radhakrishnan has also conveyed his condolences to the
bereaved families. The Vice President prayed for strength and courage for
the families to endure the irreparable loss and for the safe tracing of the
missing persons.

The Prime Minister extended his condolences to those who have lost
their loved ones and prayed for the earliest recovery of the injured. Mr
Modi has also announced an ex gratia of two lakh rupees from the Prime
Minister’s National Relief Fund for the next of kin of each deceased. He
noted that 50 thousand rupees would be provided to those who sustained
injuries in the incident. <><><>

AKSHIT/SAUMYA/NITIKA/2003 HRS

SWATI EP-I 24-05-2026
IMD-WEATHER (WITH VC)

Severe heatwave conditions have disrupted normal life across large
parts of central and north-west India, with temperatures soaring well
above seasonal averages. Several regions are experiencing intense dry
winds and extreme daytime heat, forcing people to remain indoors during
peak afternoon hours and reducing outdoor activity significantly.

Health officials have advised people to stay hydrated, avoid direct
sunlight between noon and late afternoon, and take special care of
children, the elderly and those with existing medical conditions. Doctors
have also warned of an increase in heat-related illnesses such as
dehydration and heat exhaustion if precautions are not followed.

The National Capital Delhi continues to reel under an intense
heatwave, with temperatures hovering around 44 degrees Celsius across
most parts of the National Capital Region today. More from our
Correspondent-

SHUKLA MP-II
25.05.2026



IPL CRICKET

In IPL Cricket, Delhi Capitals defeated Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) by
40 runs at Eden Gardens in Kolkata last night. Delhi Capitals set a target of
204 runs for Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR). In reply, KKR scored only 163
runs in 18.4 overs.

Put into bat, Delhi Capitals posted 203 runs for the loss of 5 wickets
in stipulated 20 overs. Earlier Kolkata Knight Riders won the toss and opted
to bowl. Kuldeep Yadav was declared Player of the Match.

Earlier in the day, in another fixture, Rajasthan Royals defeated Host
Mumbai Indians by 30 runs at Wankhede stadium. Put into bat, Rajasthan
Royals posted 205 runs for the loss of eight wickets in stipulated 20 overs.
In reply, chasing a target of 206 runs, Mumbai Indians managed to score
175 runs for the loss of nine wickets in their allotted 20 overs.

CB/SJA/NET/0405

SHUKLA MP-1 25.05.2026
FALTA RESULT

In West Bengal, BIP candidate Debangshu Panda has won the Falta
assembly seat by a margin of 1.09 lakh votes. Mr Panda defeated his
nearest rival and CPI(M)'s candidate Sambhu Nath Kurmi who secured with
40 thousand 645 votes. Congress candidate Abdur Razzak Molla stood third
with 10,084 votes. With this victory, BJP has breached the stronghold of
Trinamool Congress, whose nominee Jahangir Khan slipped to fourth
position. The repoll in Falta was held in all 285 booths on May 21 under a
security blanket of around 35 companies of central forces. Election
Commission had ordered repoll in Falta after complaints surfaced about use
of perfume-like substances, ink marks and adhesive tapes on EVMs at
multiple booths. Subsequent scrutiny also revealed attempts to tamper
with web-camera footage from polling stations.

PTI/IANS/CB/043

SHUKLA MP-I 25.05.2026
PM - FALTA
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has congratulated BJP candidate



Debangshu Panda for winning the Falta assembly repoll with a record
margin. In a social media post, the Prime Minister said that the victory
indicates the unwavering faith of the people of West Bengal towards the
BJP. He said that the people are witnessing the exceptional work of the
West Bengal Government across sectors and have therefore decided to
further bless the party. Mr Modi also complimented BJP workers across
West Bengal for their outstanding work. He expressed hope that all will
continue working for the progress of West Bengal in the times to come.
CB/AKSHIT/NITIKA/0440



