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PM AUSTRIA (EARLY)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is holding talks with Austrian
Chancellor Dr. Christian Stocker in New Delhi. Both leaders will exchange
views on regional and global issues of mutual interest, including
cooperation in multilateral fora during their meeting. Earlier today, Mr
Stocker and his wife Gerda Stocker Legenstein laid a wreath paying tribute
to Mahatma Gandhi at Rajghat. This is the first visit of Chancellor Stocker
to India and also first official visit to Asia.

India and Austria share warm, friendly and multi-faceted ties, rooted
in shared democratic values. The successful visit of Prime Minister Modi to
Austria in July 2024 substantially elevated the contemporary relations
between the two countries. The visit of Chancellor Stocker also reflects the
shared commitment of both countries to further deepen and expand
partnership in new areas of mutual interest.

ANKIT/BHANU/1142

NEELAM:: KAMINI DPP 16.04.2026
LS WOMEN'S RESERVATION

The three-day special sitting of extended Budget session of
Parliament commenced today. In the Lok Sabha, Union Law Minister Arjun
Meghwal tried to introduce the Constitution (One Hundred and Thirty-First
Amendment) Bill, 2026, and the Delimitation Bill, 2026. Home Minister Amit
Shah tried to introduce the Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026



in the House. Congress MP KC Venugopal opposed the introduction of the
Bills alleging that these will undermine the federal structure of the country.
Home Minister Amit Shah strongly rebutted that Mr Venugopal can raise
only technical objections to the introductions of the Bill but cannot speak
on the merits of bills.

Samajwadi Party MP Akhilesh Yadav questioned the necessity to
bring the Bills in such a hurried manner, saying that Census should be
done first. TMC’s Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar opposed the introduction of the
Bills saying women'’s reservation is being made dependent on future
delimitation exercise. Home Minister Amit Shah replied that the process of
Census has begun and the government has already taken the decision to
conduct the caste census.

Earlier, when the House assembled, Lok Sabha today paid tribute to
legendary playback singer Asha Bhosle, who passed away in Mumbai, at
the age of 92. Paying tributes, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla said that the
remarkable career spanning more than seven decades, she made an
invaluable contribution to Indian cinema and music. Mr Birla said, Asha
Bhosle lent her voice to songs in numerous Indian and foreign languages,
earning immense popularity and admiration. He said, in recognition of her
outstanding contributions, she was honoured with the Dadasaheb Phalke
Award in 2000 and the Padma Vibhushan in 2008.

The House also paid Obituary references to the passing away of its Abu
Hasem Khan Choudhury, Mohsina Kidwai and Hari Narayan Rajbha.
Members of the House also observed silence as a mark of respect to the
memory of the departed.

Suparna/Dipendra/Sanjeev/1155 Hrs

NEELAM:: KAMINI DPP 16.04.2026
WOMEN'S RESERVATION BILL

BJP MP in Rajya Sabha, Medha Kulkarni has said that this is a historic
moment for the new Parliament, as the Women's Reservation Bill ensures
women's power in developing India. She thanked Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, saying that the whole nation and women are supporting it.

(BYTE- MEDHA KULKARNI)

BJP MP Sandhya Ray has said that this is a historic day for women’s
empowerment in the country. Speaking to media outside the Parliament
House Complex, Ms Ray noted that the country’s feminine power will get
the opportunity to be represented in the 2029 elections. She also thanked



Prime Minister Narendra Modi on behalf of the country’s maternal power.
(BYTE- SANDHYA RAY)
VISHNU/AKSHIT/1142 HRS
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16.04.2026

TELANGANA - AI LITERACY

The Telangana Government has launched a significant statewide
initiative to bring artificial intelligence literacy to nearly two million students
in government schools. In a strategic partnership with Amazon Future
Engineer and the Pi Jam Foundation, the School Education Department
today distributed 2,000 laptops to Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas and
other state-run institutions to bridge the digital divide.
Starting from the 2025-26 academic year, students in Classes 5 through 9
will engage with a structured digital learning curriculum developed by
SCERT Telangana. This curriculum moves beyond basic computer literacy
to focus on computational thinking, design principles, and digital
citizenship. To facilitate practical application, the state has introduced a
dedicated platform, telangana.codemitra.org, where students can
experiment with data and decision-making systems.The program's success
is underpinned by an extensive workforce development effort, with over
28,000 teachers already trained to deliver approximately 25 hours of
annual Al instruction. During the launch, education officials emphasized
that this model ensures students become creators rather than just
consumers of technology. As India prepares for a national Al rollout in
2027, Telangana’s integrated approach serves as a scalable blueprint for
equitable, future-ready education
SRINIVASM/HYDERABAD/MAIL/0732

SHUKLA DP-I
16.04.2026
PM - SPECIAL SESSION
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that in the special session of
Parliament starting today, the country is all set to take a historic step
towards women's empowerment. Sharing a Sanskrit Subhashitam in a
social media post, Mr Modi wrote, the respect for the country's mothers



and sisters is the respect for the nation and the country is moving forward
resolutely in this direction with this very spirit.
BHANU/0930

SHUKLA::SWATI MP-1I

16.04.2026
PRESIDENT - WARDHA

President Droupadi Murmu will visit Sevagram Ashram at Wardha in
Maharashtra this morning. Mahatma Gandhi stayed at Sevagram Ashram
from 1936 to 1948 and carried out all his activities during Freedom
Struggle from this ashram during that period. Later in the day, President
Murmu will address the 6th Convocation Ceremony of Mahatma Gandhi
International Hindi University in Wardha.
DHANANJAY WANKHEDE/WARDHA/MAIL/0653

SHUKLA DP-I

16.04.2026
PREZ VP PM KURNOOL ACCIDENT

President Droupadi Murmu, Vice President C P Radhakrishnan and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi have expressed grief over the loss of lives in
the tragic road accident in Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh. In a social post, they
wished for the speedy recovery of those injured. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced an ex-gratia of two lakh rupees from Prime Minister's
National Relief Fund to the next of kin of each deceased. The injured would
be given 50 thousand rupees.
BHANU/0938

SHUKLA::SWATI MP-1I
16.04.2026
KURNOOL ROAD ACCIDENT
In Andhra Pradesh, eight pilgrims, including five women, one child
and two men, were killed and several others injured in a tragic road
accident near Chilakaladone village in Kurnool district early this morning.
According to police, a Bolero vehicle carrying devotees collided with a
ready-mix tanker while the group was on its way to Mantralayam for the



darshan of Sri Raghavendra Swamy.

Rescue teams rushed to the spot and carried out relief operations.
The injured were shifted to nearby medical facilities for treatment, while
the bodies of the deceased were transported to the Government Hospital in
Adoni. Preliminary information indicates that the victims were residents of
Udayi village in Chikkaballapur district of Karnataka.

State Home Minister V. Anitha has expressed deep grief over the
incident. She described the accident as unfortunate and directed officials to
ensure immediate and better medical care for the injured. The Minister also
conveyed her heartfelt condolences to the bereaved families.Further details
are awaited.

ALLU MURALI/VIJAYAWADA/MAIL/0747

NEELAM DP-II 16.04.2026
IRAN-NUCLEAR

Iran will not compromise on its nuclear enrichment rights, the country’s
Foreign Ministry spokesperson, Esmaeil Bagaei has said adding that its
entitlement to nuclear energy is firmly grounded in international law and
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. Addressing a press conference in
Tehran, Bagaei dismissed what he described as baseless speculation in
Western media regarding Iran’s enrichment programme, stressing that the
country’s legitimate rights, as recognised under international law, are non-
negotiable. He underlined that the right to peaceful enrichment is neither a
favour nor a concession granted by any external power that can be
withdrawn under pressure or during times of conflict. As long as Iran
remains a signatory to the NPT, he said, it must be able to fully benefit
from the treaty’s provisions. Responding to reports about alleged
enrichment-related discussions during recent Iran-US negotiations held in
Pakistan, Baqgaei clarified that any potential agreement must first establish
a comprehensive framework. He noted that until the broader terms are
settled, discussions on specifics particularly on sensitive matters involving
war and peace between Iran and the United States would be premature.

BISHAL/IANS/1100
SHUKLA MP-1 16.04.2026



IMD WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heat wave
conditions over Chhattisgarh, East Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, North
Interior Karnataka and Telangana today. The Met Department also
predicted hot and humid weather conditions over Andhra Pradesh, Coastal
Karnataka, Gangetic West Bengal, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and
Karaikal today. Similar conditions are likely to prevail in Kerala, Mahe,
Konkan, Goa and Gujarat.

Meanwhile, thunderstorms accompanied by lightning and gusty winds
are expected over Jammu, Kashmir, Ladakh, Gilgit, Baltistan,
Muzaffarabad, Sub Himalayan West Bengal and Sikkim. In Northeast India,
the IMD has predicted similar conditions over Assam, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, and Tripura.

BHANU/0634



