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SHUKLA MP-I 30.04.2026
AMIT SHAH - LADAKH

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will be on a two-day visit to Ladakh,
beginning today. In a social media post, Mr Shah said that during his visit, he
will be attending the first ever international exposition of the holy relics of
Lord Buddha, commencing on the 1st of May, on the occasion of Buddha
Purnima. The Home Minister noted that devotees from different parts of the
world will offer veneration to the relics of Lord Buddha in the exposition.
CB/PRIYA/0339

SHUKLA MP-1 30.04.2026
VAISHNAW - VANDE BHARAT

In a major boost to connectivity and tourism, Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw will today flag off the extended Srinagar-Katra Vande Bharat
Express service from Jammu Tawi Railway Station. The train is currently
running between Srinagar and Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra, has now been
extended up to Jammu Tawi. The train will now operate with 20 coaches
instead of eight, which will significantly enhance the capacity, connectivity,
and comfort. Our correspondent reports that the move is expected to provide
a major boost to tourism, enabling more visitors to explore destinations like



Srinagar and nearby attractions.
(V/C - DIPENDRA)

"The semi high-speed Vande Bharat trains are equipped with modern
passenger _amenities and offer a faster, more comfortable and reliable
journey through the scenic Kashmir Valley. The train has been specially
designed to operate in the region’s challenging terrain and extreme cold
conditions, ensuring smooth functioning even in sub-zero temperatures. The
train is equipped with advanced heating systems to ensure comfort for
passengers and drivers. With the extension of Vande Bharat train, the
passengers can travel between Jammu and Srinagar in less than five hours.
The initiative s expected to boost tourism by improving access to
destinations such as Pahalgam, Gulmarg and Sonmarq. This will also benefit
local residents, promote tourism, facilitate trade and contribute to the
socio-economic _development of the region. Dipendra Kumar, Akashvani
News, Jammu. "

The regular train service between Jammu and Srinagar will begin on
Saturday. The train will run six days a week except Tuesdays. The first train
service will depart from Jammu Tawi at 6:20 in the morning and will halt at
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra, Reasi, and Banihal stations. The train will reach
Srinagar at 11:10 AM, completing the journey in approximately four hours
and fifty minutes. On its return journey, the train will leave Srinagar at 2:00
PM in the afternoon and arrive at Jammu Tawi at 6:50 PM.

CB/DIPENDRA KUMAR/JAMMU/MAIL/0335

SKS NP-I 29.04.2026
GOYAL- GEM

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal today held a meeting
with department officials to explore ways to strengthen Government
e-marketplace as a catalyst for transparent, competitive and inclusive public
procurement. In a social media post, Mr Goyal said that during the meeting
deliberations were focused on enhancing India's procurement ecosystem
through digital enablement, robust price discovery and wider vendor
participation, while empowering MSMEs, start-ups and women entrepreneurs
to actively contribute to nation-building.<>
SHIVANG/PRIYA/ 2229 HRS



SKS:BK 29.04.2026

TELANGANA TAKES OVER METRO

The Telangana State Government has taken over the Metro Rail which was
under L&T's control until now. The Telangana State Government had earlier
decided to take over Hyderabad Metro Rail Phase-I through Hyderabad Metro
Rail Limited (HMRL). Accordingly, the state government held negotiations
with L&T for the past few days. In this context, HMRL Chairman and
Telangana Chief Secretary K. Ramakrishna Rao, Special Chief Secretary of
the Metropolitan Area & Urban Development Department Jayesh Ranjan,
HMRL MD Sarfaraz Ahmed, and representatives of L&T and LTMRHL met here
today at the State Secretariat, Hyderabad. During the meeting, a Share
Purchase Agreement was signed with Larsen & Toubro Limited and L&T
Metro Rail (Hyderabad) Limited. As per this agreement, the government has
taken over 100 percent of the shares in LTMRHL for an equity value of Rs
1,461.47 crore. HMRL MD Sarfaraz Ahmed signed the agreement on behalf of
HMRL, D.K. Sen on behalf of L&T Ltd, and K.V.B. Reddy on behalf of LTMRHL.
Under the agreement, the Rs 13,538.53 crore debt of LTMRHL (as of April 30,
2026), guaranteed by L&T, will be refinanced with the guarantee of the
Telangana Government. L&T Metro Rail (Hyderabad) Limited has been
operating Hyderabad Metro Rail Phase-I since November 2017, with a total
network of 69 kilometers across three corridors in Hyderabad. Currently,
around 4.50 lakh passengers commute daily on the Metro. Before the
agreement to take over, the Metro Rail from L&T, L&T Chairman and MD
S.N. Subrahmanyan paid a courtesy call on Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy.<>

MSM/ RNU/ HYD/MAIL/2226 HRS

TAPAN EP-I1 29.04.2026
GOYAL- EXPORT TARGET

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal has said that India is targeting
2 Trillion US dollars in total exports by 2030-31, comprising 1 Trillion in
merchandise exports and services exports each. Chairing a review meeting
on Plan of Action for achieving 2 Trillion US dollars export target by 2030-31
in New Delhi today, Mr Goyal stated that achievement of the target will be
based on three key pillars. These include clearly defined and actionable



points with timelines, where each sectoral action is assigned to a Nodal Joint
Secretary, classified as supply-side or demand-side, linked to key
performance indicators and aligned with short, medium and long-term
timelines. In addition, the Minister highlighted the need for an IT-enabled
monitoring platform to facilitate regular tracking of progress, with an
automated escalation mechanism for review at the levels of Secretary and
Minister.

He also reviewed the implementation of the Export Promotion Mission
(EPM), a flagship MSME-focused initiative. Mr Goyal stressed that agricultural
exports and Micro and Small Enterprises should remain a key focus across all
components of the EPM. He further directed that Market Access Support
should be extended beyond Export Promotion Councils to include other
field-level organisations engaged in promoting exports.

SHIVANG/PRIYA/2052 HRS

TAPAN EPI
29.4.26
JAISHANKAR - IRAN
External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar received a phone call from Iranian
Foreign Minister Seyed Abbas Araghchi this evening. Both Ministers had a
detailed conversation about various aspects of the current situation in West
Asia. Dr Jaishankar said in a social media post that they agreed to remain in
close touch.

<><>Suparna/2035 hrs
TAPAN EP I
29.4.26
IMD WEATHER
India Meteorological Department has forecast fairly widespread to
widespread rainfall along with thunderstorm, lightning and gusty winds with
heavy to very heavy rainfall likely over Sub Himalayan West Bengal and
Sikkim and northeast India during the week. Isolated extremely heavy rainfall
was witnessed over Assam and Meghalaya and Sub Himalayan West Bengal
and Sikkim today. Maximum temperatures were in the range of 40 to 46
degree Celsius over most parts of the country except western Himalayan
region, northeast Bihar, and northeast India, where they were below 36
degrees. The highest maximum



temperature of 45.6 degrees was reported at Banda in Uttar Pradesh.

Isolated to scattered light to moderate rainfall with thunderstorm,
lightning and gusty winds are likely over Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh and
Delhi tomorrow and during 2nd to 5th May. Meanwhile, heat wave conditions
very likely in some places of Vidarbha today and in West Rajasthan during 1st
to 3rd May. Hot and humid weather conditions are very likely to prevail in
isolated pockets over Odisha from today till 1st May.

Suparna/2036 hrs

TRIPTI::ANJALI MP-II

30.04.2026
US IRAN TENSION

Tensions between Washington and Tehran continue to escalate, with
the White House signaling that it is prepared to sustain a naval blockade of
Iranian ports for an extended period. This comes amid financial cost to the
United States crossing 25 billion dollars, as assessed by the Pentagon.
President Donald Trump issued a blunt warning to Iran on social media,
saying no deal if Tehran's nuclear weapons pursuit continues. He said, Iran
talks are now 'telephonic' amid stalled peace talks.

The latest developments point to a widening deadlock. Washington continues
to insist that Iran’s nuclear programme must be part of any ceasefire
framework, while Tehran has refused to negotiate under pressure.

Adding to international concern, the head of the UN nuclear watchdog
indicated that Iran’s stockpile of highly enriched uranium is believed to be
held at the Isfahan facility, keeping governments across Europe and Asia on
heightened alert. Inside Iran, the economic strain is intensifying. The rial has
fallen to a record low against the dollar, reflecting the growing impact of the
blockade on trade and financial stability. However, Iranian lawmakers insist
that the country still has sufficient drone and missile capabilities to sustain a
prolonged confrontation. More from our West Asia Correspondent:

[V/C - VINOD]
What makes this moment particularly volatile is the absence
of any diplomatic off-ramp. Washington is tying any ceasefire to
nuclear concessions. Tehran is refusing to engage under coercion.

Meanwhile, the blockade is not only squeezing Iran’s economy, it
is also imposing a mounting financial burden on the United States,




now estimated at over 25 billion dollars. That raises pressure on
the Trump administration to demonstrate tangible outcomes, not
just strategic resolve. The humanitarian impact is also widening
across West Asia. In Lebanon, aid agencies describe the situation
as catastrophic with more than 1.2 million people facing acute

hunger due to disrupted supply chains and damaged
infrastructure. The Israeli military says it carried out at least

twenty strikes in Lebanon in recent hours, targeting what it

described as Hezbollah positions. Although a truce remains
Officially in place, conditions on the ground suggest continued

hostilities, raising fears of further regional spillover. VINOD
KUMAR/AKASHVANI NEWS/DUBAL

<<>> VINOD/DUBAI/MAIL/0449

TRIPTI MP-II
30-04-26

IPL

In IPL Cricket, Sunrisers Hyderabad defeated Mumbai Indians by six
wickets at Wankhede Stadium, last night. Chasing a target of 244 runs,
Sunrisers Hyderabad scored 249 for 4 in 18.2 overs. For Sunrisers
Hyderabad, Travis Head scored 76 runs off 30 balls while Heinrich Klaasen
remained unbeaten with 65 runs. For Mumbai Indians AM Ghazanfar took 2
wickets.

Earlier, winning the toss, Mumbai Indians opted to bat and scored 243
for 5 in stipulated 20 overs. Ryan Rickelton was the top scorer with an
unbeaten 123 runs off 55 balls while Will Jacks made 46 runs.

Today, Gujarat Titans will meet Royal Challengers Bengaluru at
Narendra Modi Stadium, Ahmedabad. The match will start at 7.30 PM.<>
BIMAL/CB/NET/0455

TRIPTI MP-I 30-04-2026
KARNATAKA WALL COLLAPSE

In Karnataka, seven people, including three children were killed after a
compound wall collapsed near Bowring and Lady Curzon Hospital in



Bengaluru yesterday. The incident took place amid heavy rain, strong winds
and hailstorms, when the victims were taking shelter near the wall. The
structure suddenly gave way, trapping them under the debris. All seven
people died on the spot. Police and emergency services rushed to the site,
using an earthmover to recover the bodies and rescue the injured with the
help of locals.

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah visited the site following the incident. His
office confirmed the deaths, describing the collapse as tragic.

President Droupadi Murmu and Vice President C P Radhakrishnan
expressed grief over the loss of lives. In her message, the President called the
incident distressing and extended condolences to the bereaved families,
while wishing a speedy recovery to the injured. The Vice President also
conveyed condolences and prayed for the swift recovery of those injured.

<<>> PTI/ CB/ 0547

WB - POLLING

West Bengal has registered a record 92.47 per cent voter turnout in the
two-phase Assembly polls, the highest in the state since Independence. Poll
percentage in the second phase stood at 91.66 percent, while it was 93.19
percent in the first phase on April 23. The combined poll percentage over the
two phases stands at 92.47 percent.

Commenting on the impressive voter turnout, Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar said, for the highest ever percentage of
polling in West Bengal since Independence, the EC salutes each voter of the
state.

Polling for 142 seats was held yesterday in the second and final phase
of assembly elections.

The counting of votes for all five Assemblies that went to polls this
month - West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Kerala and Assam - will be
taken up on May 4.

TRIPTI::ANJALI MP-I  30-04-2026

MP ACCIDENT

In Madhya Pradesh, 12 labourers were killed and 20 others injured
when a pick-up van carrying them overturned in Dhar district last night.
According to preliminary information, 35 labourers were returning home from



Baggad in Dhar district when the driver lost control of the vehicle near
Chikliya crossing. The vehicle overturned and collided with an SUV coming
from the opposite direction. District's in-charge collector, Abhishek
Choudhary said, 12 people died on the spot. He informed, the seriously
injured were referred to Indore after initial treatment. Tirla police have
registered a case and are investigating the accident.

President Droupadi Murmu, Vice President C P Radhakrishnan and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi have expressed grief over the incident. Prime
Minister announced an ex-gratia of 2 lakh rupees each from PM National
Relief Fund to the next of kin of the deceased. The injured would receive
50,000 rupees.

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav has also expressed
condolences. He has also announced an ex gratia of 4 lakh rupees each to the
families of the deceased and 1 lakh rupees each to the seriously injured, and
50,000 each to the injured. Mr Yadav said, the Indore Divisional
Commissioner and Inspector General have been instructed to oversee the
treatment of injured persons adding that all the injured will be treated free of
charge.

<<>> PTI/ VISHNU/MAIL/0620



