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SHUKLA MP-1 27.04.2026
PM - SIKKIM VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will arrive in Gangtok today on a two-
day visit to Sikkim. Mr Modi will take part in the closing ceremony of 50
years of Sikkim’s statehood and inaugurate, lay foundation stone of
multiple projects worth four thousand crore rupees during his visit.

Upon his arrival, Prime Minister will take part in a road show from
Biralu Dwar to MG Marg this afternoon. Later, he will interact with the BIP
workers.

On the next day, Mr Modi will participate in the closing ceremony of
Sikkim’s 50th Year of Statehood celebrations at Paljor Stadium, where he
will inaugurate, launch and lay the foundation stone of multiple



development projects over 4,000 crore rupees across the state. The
development projects will cover infrastructure, connectivity, healthcare,
education, power, urban development, environment, tourism and
agriculture sector.

The Sikkim government will present a grand cultural event themed -
1000 Steps of Unity involving nearly 1500 artists. Mr. Modi will also
address the gathering at the Paljor Stadium. The visit of the Prime Minister
marks an important milestone in the Golden Jubilee year of Sikkim’s
statehood and reflects the Modi government’s continued commitment to
the rapid and sustainable development of Sikkim.

CB/MANAS-MAINAK/GANGTOK/MAIL/0428
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DOVAL - UAE PREZ

National Security Advisor Ajit Doval met UAE President Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan yesterday and discussed measures to deepen the
comprehensive strategic partnership and the regional situation. The Indian
Embassy in the UAE said, Mr Doval conveyed Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s greetings to the UAE leader during his official visit to the Arab
country. In a social media post, the Indian Embassy said, measures to
deepen Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, the regional situation, and
other issues of mutual interest were discussed.

Earlier this month, Mr Doval met Saudi Arabia's senior leaders and
discussed bilateral relations, the regional situation and other areas of
mutual interests. CB/PTI/0438

SHUKLA MP-11
27.04.2026

IPL

In IPL Cricket, Kolkata Knight Riders defeated Lucknow Super Giants in a
super over thriller after the match ended in a tie at Ekana Cricket Stadium
in Lucknow last night. Chasing a target of 156 runs set by Kolkata Knight
Riders, Lucknow Super Giants made 155 for 8 in the stipulated 20 overs. In
the super over that followed, Lucknow Super Giants scored 1 run with the
loss of 2 wickets. Kolkata Knight Riders were required to score 2 runs to



win in 6 balls. Rinku Singh drove the first ball of the over to the fence
scoring four runs and sealed the match in favour of Kolkata Knight Riders.

Rinku Singh was adjudged Player of the Match.

In the first match of the day, Gujarat Titans registered an eight-
wicket victory over hosts Chennai Super Kings at the MA Chidambaram
Stadium. Chasing a target of 159, Gujarat Titans reached 162 for two in
16.4 overs, guided by Sai Sudharsan’s 87-run knock. For Chennai Super
Kings, Noor Ahmad and Akeal Hosein took one wicket each.

Earlier, put in to bat, captain Ruturaj Gaikwad scored an unbeaten 74
to steer Chennai Super Kings to 158 for seven in stipulated 20 overs. He
faced 60 balls and hit six fours and four sixes, while Jamie Overton added a
quick 18 off six balls. For Gujarat Titans, Kagiso Rabada picked up three
wickets and Arshad Khan claimed two.

Today, Delhi Capitals will face Royal Challengers Bengaluru at the
Arun Jaitley Stadium, Delhi. The match will start at 7.30 PM.

NET/CB/0433
SHUKLA MP-I 27.04.2026
PREZ-HP VISIT

President Droupadi Murmu will be on a five-day visit to Himachal
Pradesh beginning today for the summer sojourn. During her visit, the
President will stay at the Rashtrapati Niwas at Mashobra in Shimla. The
President will attend a banquet hosted by the Governor of Himachal
Pradesh at Lok Bhavan in Shimla tomorrow. On Wednesday, President
Murmu will visit the Atal Tunnel. She will also attend the convocation
ceremony of Chaudhary Sarwan Kumar Himachal Pradesh Krishi
Vishvavidyalaya at Palampur on Thusday. On the same day, the President
will host an At Home Reception at Rashtrapati Niwas in Mashobra. The
President will also visit the Army Training Command in Shimla on the last
day of her visit on 1st of next month.

CB/VISHNU/SAMARTH/0500

SHUKLA MP-I 27.04.2026
REV. WB — CAMPAIGNING

The campaigning for the second and final phase of assembly elections in



West Bengal will end this evening. 142 constituencies will go to polls in
this phase on 29th of this month. The assembly segments that will vote in
the second phase cover eight electoral districts, including Kolkata North,
Kolkata South, Howrah, Nadia, North 24 Parganas, South 24 Parganas,
Hooghly and Purba Bardhaman.

Leaders from all major parties are holding rallies across the
state. Senior BJP leader and Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
address a public meeting at Jilepi Math in Jagatdal today.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will hold two road shows.
The first will be from Behala Thana to Manton. The second will
take place at Chandannagar Bagbazar in Hooghly.

Trinamool leader Mamata Banerjee has multiple programs
scheduled for the day. She will walk in a public outreach march
from Sukanta Setu in Jadavpur in support of the party’s
candidates for the Jadavpur and Tollygunge constituencies. Later,
she has a public outreach program in her own constituency,
Bhabanipur.

Trinamool’s All India General Secretary Abhishek Banerjee is
scheduled to campaign in Ranaghat, Hooghly, Arambagh, and
Maheshtala in support of party candidates.

The first phase of polling in West Bengal registered a record voter
turnout of 93.19 per cent on April 23.

The counting for all four states - Keralam, Assam, West Bengal, Tamil
Nadu and one Union Territory Puducherry will be held on May 4.

Sandipon
Dasgupta, Kolkata, mail/CB/NET/0602
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INDIA-NZ FTA

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal has said that India and
New Zealand will sign a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) in New Delhi today,
marking a significant step towards strengthening economic ties between
the two countries. Speaking during his visit to the Taj Mahal in Agra with
New Zealand’s Minister for Trade and Investment, Todd McClay, Mr Goyal
said the agreement was finalised after years of high-level discussions and



will be signed in the presence of both leaders. The FTA aims to double
bilateral trade to five billion dollars over the next five years.
(S/B PIYUSH GOYAL)

Highlighting its economic benefits, Mr Goyal said the agreement will
significantly improve market access for Indian goods and boost trade
opportunities. He also met local business owners in Agra from sectors such
as leather, textiles, handloom, handicrafts, carpets and spices, and praised
their work. He said Agra will play an important role in India’s future
exports, adding that enhanced market access and stronger trade ties with
New Zealand will support the growth of the city’s industrial sector.

CB/ANUPAM/OM AWASTHI LUCKNOW/MAIL/0454
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LADAKH-AMIT SHAH VISIT

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will visit Leh on a two-day visit to
Ladakh on 30th of this month. Ladakh Lieutenant Governor V K Saxena, in
a post on social media platform, announced Mr Shah's visit and said it
reflects the Central government's commitment to the development of the
region. On 1st of May, Mr Shah will pay respects to the Holy Relics of Lord
Buddha on the occasion of Buddha Purnima in Leh and share his views on
the spiritual significance of the ongoing exposition of the relics in Ladakh
from 1st to 14th of May.

In a separate post, the Lieutenant Governor also announced that the
Ministry of Home Affairs will convene a meeting of the Sub-Committee of
the High Powered Committee for political dialogue on 22nd of next month.
He said the meeting will continue the process of constructive engagement
with stakeholders and work towards an enduring solution to the aspirations
of the people of Ladakh.

Meanwhile, the Apex Body in Leh, one of the key stakeholders in
talks on Ladakh’s issues, has welcomed the Home Minister’s visit and urged
him to chair a meeting with stakeholders during his visit. It also called for
confidence-building measures, including withdrawal of cases related to last
year's 24 September incident and compensation for affected people.

YANGCHAN
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