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BS EP-I1 28.04.2026
REV. EVE. PM - VARANASI VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated and laid the foundation
stone of various development projects worth around 6 thousand and 350
crore rupees in Varanasi this evening. The projects cover key sectors
including rail, road, water, healthcare, tourism and urban infrastructure.
The Prime Minister participated in the Mahila Sammelan.

Speaking on this occasion, the Prime Minister said, the
government is committed to ensuring women's participation in
the country's policy-making. He said, the major goal is to
implement reservation for women in the Lok Sabha and



Legislative Assemblies.
(S/B- PM)

Mr Modi flagged off two new Amrit Bharat Express trains and laid the
foundation stone of the Varanasi -Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Junction
third and fourth railway line project, including the construction of a rail-
cum-road bridge over the Ganga River. The Amrit Bharat Express trains will
connect Banaras- Hadapsar in Pune and Ayodhya- Lokmanya Tilak
Terminus in Mumbai. These trains will provide affordable and modern
travel options and enhance connectivity between Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, and Maharashtra. The Banaras-Pune service will facilitate easier
access to Kashi Vishwanath Dham, while the Ayodhya-Mumbai service will
improve connectivity to the Shri Ram Mandir Teerth Kshetra, strengthening
links between key religious destinations. With the launch of these two new
services, the total number of operational Amrit Bharat Express trains has
gone up to 66. While the project related to the laying of third and fourth
railway line will improve access to Kashi Vishwanath Dham, National
Highway-19 and strengthen rail connectivity with eastern Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar.

Tomorrow, Mr Modi will perform darshan and pooja at Shri Kashi
Vishawanath temple in Varanasi. During the second leg of the visit, the
Prime Minister will travel to Hardoi tomorrow and will inaugurate the Ganga
Expressway. It is a 594-kilometre-long, 6-lane access-controlled greenfield
high-speed corridor built at a total cost of over thirty six thousand crore
rupees.

<><>ANAND KUMAR/MAIL/1742
BS EP-I 28.04.2026
ADD PM - VARANASI VISIT
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that the country’s women power is
the strongest pillar of developed India. Addressing Mahaila Sammelan at
Varanasi this evening, Mr Modi sought blessings of women for the
achievement of a major national goal to implement reservation for women
in the Lok Sabha and Legislative Assemblies. Mr Modi said, the two Amrit
Bharat trains flagged off today which will enhance connectivity between
Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra. He said, people from across Maharashtra,
including Mumbai and Pune, now have another modern option to travel to
Ayodhya Dham and Kashi Vishwanath Dham.

ANAND KUMAR/MAIL/1759



BS EP-I1 28.04.2026
RAIJNATH-KYRGYZ MEET

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today met Kyrgyzstan’s Defence Minister
Major General Mukambetov Ruslan Mustafaevich on the sidelines of SCO
Defence Ministers’ meet in Bishkek. In a social media post, Mr Singh said,
the meeting was productive between the two leaders. He said that India
and the Kyrgyz Republic are strategic partners that enjoy shared values of
democracy, development, culture and rich heritage. Mr Singh highlighted
that India attaches high priority to developing its partnership with Kyrgyz
Republic. The Minister said that the bilateral cooperation between the two
countries spreads across diverse sectors and Defence Cooperation forms an
important pillar of relations both sides.

Besides, Mr. Singh also met the Defence Minister of Belarus,
Lieutenant General Viktor Khrenin. The discussions between both leaders
were focused on strengthening defence cooperation between the two
nations.

SAKLEN/1658 HRS

BS DP-1 28.04.2026

INTERMINISTERIAL BRIEFING

The government has assured 100 percent supply of domestic LPG, PNG for
households, and CNG for transport across the country. Addressing an inter-
ministerial briefing in New Delhi, Secretary in the Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas Sujata Sharma said, domestic LPG supply remains stable, with
no dry-outs reported at any distributorship. She said the government is
restoring commercial LPG and PNG supplies up to 70 percent, with priority
being given to hospitals and educational institutions. She added that the
supply of five kilogram free trade LPG cylinders for migrant labour has
been doubled. She said that over 1 lakh 75 thousand tonnes of commercial
LPG has been sold in April so far, with more than 9 thousand 578 tonnes
recorded yesterday.

BYTE- SUJATA SHARMA
The Ministry of Textiles is closely monitoring the West Asia situation.
Trade Advisor in the Ministry of Textiles Bipin Menon said that issues such
as shipping disruptions and logistics are being addressed, with exporters



advised to use alternate routes and ports like Jeddah. He added that fuel
and gas supplies remain stable at about 80 percent of average
consumption.

BYTE- BIPIN MENON
Director in the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways Mukesh Mangal
said that all Indian seafarers in the region are safe and no incident
involving any Indian-flagged vessel has been reported in the last 24 hours.
Mr Mangal said that the Ministry has facilitated the safe repatriation of
Indian seafarers.
S/B - MUKESH MANGAL

AMAN/ROHAN/1644 HRS

BHUVNESH DP-1 28.04.2026
IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy to
very heavy rainfall over Assam and Meghalaya for the next two days.
Heavy rainfall will prevail over Arunachal Pradesh, Kerala, Mahe, Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, West Bengal and Sikkim tomorrow. IMD has
predicted thunderstorms and hailstorms over Himachal Pradesh, Interior
Karnataka and Uttarakhand tomorrow. Meanwhile, Delhi, Punjab, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Jharkhand, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, East Uttar Pradesh
and Ladakh will experience thunderstorms and lightning tomorrow. Similar
conditions will prevail over Jammu and Kashmir, Madhya Pradesh, Gangetic
West Bengal, Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan, Telangana, Kerala,
Mahe, Karnataka, Rayalaseema, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal,
Vidarbha, Sub Himalayan West Bengal and Sikkim. Gujarat will experience
hot and humid weather till tomorrow.

<><>PRIYA/RISHU/1319

BHUVNESH DP-1 28.04.2026
GADKARI - TRANSPORT SYSTEM

Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari has said that
India must align its transport systems with global benchmarks to provide
safe, efficient, and comfortable travel experiences to its citizens.
Addressing the Busworld India Conclave 2026 in New Delhi today, Mr
Gadkari said, the focus of the transport sector in the country is no longer
limited to cost, but has shifted towards quality and comfort. He noted that



the development of high-quality highways across the country has
significantly reduced travel time and improved connectivity. Mr Gadkari
highlighted that the travel between Delhi and Dehradun, which earlier took
8 to 9 hours, can now be completed in about two hours. The Minister
informed that 36 green express highways are being developed across the
country to promote faster, safer, and environmentally sustainable
transport.
(Byte - Nitin Gadkari)
<><>DIPENDRA/1315
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REV ASHWINI-AI-HUB

Union Minister for Railways and Information and Broadcasting
Ashwini Vaishnaw alongwith Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu laid the foundation stone of Google Cloud
India AI Hub in Visakhapatnam today.

Addressing the gathering on trhe Occasion, the Union Minister said the
country is moving into large-scale electronics manufacturing,
semiconductor production, advanced chip design, and artificial intelligence
technologies. The Minister said that India is rapidly emerging as a trusted
global electronics-manufacturing partner under Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s Make in India vision. He added India had earlier missed
opportunities in electronics manufacturing, semiconductor production, and
hardware development, however, focused policy support and strong
political leadership have transformed the sector significantly during recent
years. He noted that smartphones have now become India’s single largest
exported product, reflecting the country’s growing strength in electronics
manufacturing and global supply chains.

/] Byte-1: Electronics Manufacturing //
Allu Murali/VIJAYWADA/MAIL/1249 HRS



