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TAPAN::RZ EP-I 23-04-
2026
FUR. REV. TN-POLLING TURNOUT

Tamil Nadu has created a record turnout of 82.24 percent polling,
according to the latest status available at 5 pm. The voting will still go on
as tokens have been issued. Out of the 38 districts, 30 have registered
over 80 percent of the votes. This has beaten the 2011 record polling
created after delimitation, where it was 78 percent of the votes. Except for
eight districts, the remaining 30 have recorded over 80 percent of the
votes. The western districts of the State have registered more votes than
the other parts of the State. Karur has recorded a maximum of 89 percent
of the votes. Chennai has recorded 83.44 percent votes in the district out
of the 16 constituencies, and 12 have registered over 80 percent votes.
<><><><>
JOY/ CHENNAI/ MAIL/ 1753
TAPAN::RZ EP-I 23-04-2026



WB-POLLING TURNOUT

In West Bengal, voting is underway Till 5:00 PM, around 90
percent voting has been recorded in first phase of polls.Dakshin Dinajpur
leads with 93.12 pc polling.

<><><>SANDEEPAN DAS GUPTA/ KOLKATA/ MAIL/ 1800 HRS

TAPAN::RZ EP-1 23-04-2026
WB-CAMPAIGN

As West Bengal Assembly Elections enter the second phase of voting,
political activity has intensified across the state, with star campaigners
from major parties stepping up outreach. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
addressed rallies in Krishnanagar and Mathurapur today, targeting the
ruling party over corruption and infiltration. He also promised new
opportunities for fishermen in Kakdwip and reiterated that persecuted
minorities from neighbouring countries would be granted citizenship under
the Citizenship Amendment Act if the BIP forms the government. Later, the
Prime Minister visited Belur Math, headquarters of the Ramakrishna Math
and Mission.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah, speaking at Balagarh in Hooghly,
said infiltrators would not be allowed to remain in the state under a BIP
government. Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, campaigning in Kolkata,
accused the Prime Minister of undermining the democratic process. On the
Left front, leaders M. A. Baby and Brinda Karat addressed a rally in
Jadavpur, while state secretary Mohammad Salim led roadshows in
Ballygunge and Uttarpara. With polling approaching, campaigning
continues to gather momentum across West Bengal.

<><><><>SANDIPON DASGUPTA/ KOLKATA/ MAIL/ 1808 HRS
TAPAN EP-I
23-04-2026

GOVT-WEST ASIA BRIEFING

Government today said that it is committed to ensuring that citizens
do not face any inconvenience amid the evolving situation due to the West
Asia crisis. Addressing an inter-ministerial briefing in New Delhi, Secretary
in the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Sujata Sharma said that
Domestic LPG supply remains normal across the country, and yesterday



cylinders were delivered to around 12 lakh more households. She noted
that nearly 94 percent of deliveries are being completed using the Delivery
Authentication Code (DAC). Ms Sharma underlined that commercial LPG
supply stands at around 70 percent and in April so far, more than 1.40 lakh
tonnes of commercial LPG have been sold. She added that as of yesterday
approximately over 8 thousand 4 hundred tonnes of commercial LPG were
sold. The secretary further mentioned that around 1.27 lakh 5-kg cylinders
have been sold through the camps, organized by oil marketing companies.
She said that from the first of this month, more than 17 lakh 5-kg cylinders
have been sold, with around 86 thousand sold just yesterday.

S/B- SUJATA SHARMA

Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways, Mukesh Mangal informed that in the past 24 hours incidents of
firing were reported on foreign flagged vessels and said that no Indian
vessel came under firing. He assured that the Indian seafarers who were
travelling in those vessels are safe. He added that the DigiShipping control
room has handled over 7 thousand 4 hundred calls and nearly 15 thousand
emails since its activation, including 161 calls and 320 emails in the past 24
hours.

S/B- MUKESH MANGAL

Additional Secretary (Gulf) in the Ministry of External Affairs, Assem
R. Mahajan, said the Ministry continues to closely monitor developments in
the West Asia region, with a focus on ensuring the safety, security, and
welfare of the large Indian community there. Mr Mahajan added that the
Ministry’s dedicated control room remains operational and is working in
coordination with Indian missions to provide timely assistance and address
queries. He said the Ministry is in constant touch with state governments
and Union Territories for information sharing. He said Indian missions are
actively engaging with the Indian community and are regularly interacting
with associations, organisations, professional groups, and Indian
companies in the region. He further added that the safety of Indian
seafarers in the region is of high priority to the government. Mr Mahajan
informed that around 12 lakh 12 thousand passengers have travelled from
the region to India since February 28.

S/B- ASSEM R MAHAJAN
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TAPAN::RZ EP-1 23-04-2026
INDIA-FRANCE

India has welcomed the announcement on the operationalization of
visa free transit for Indian nationals transiting through French airports.
Briefing media in New Delhi this evening, Spokesperson of Ministry of
External Affairs Randhir Jaiswal said, the removal of requirement of transit
visas for Indian passport holders was agreed between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and French President Emmanuel Macron during their
meeting in Mumbai in February this year. He said, Government of France
has now operationalized this agreement. Mr Jaiswal said, Indian nationals
transiting through mainland France exclusively by air will no longer need a
transit visa with effect from 10th of this month. He said, the decision
reflects the enduring partnership between India and France, elevated to
the level of a special global strategic partnership during the visit of
President Macron and further facilitation of smoother movement of people
and enhanced people-to-people ties.
<><><><>SUPARNA/ PHONE/ ANUPAM/ MAIL/ 1637

TAPAN EP-I 23.04.2026
NHRC-SHORT FILM

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has invited entries
for its 12" annual competition for short films in human rights. The
commission said that the aim of this competition is to encourage cinematic
and creative efforts of the Indian citizens, advocating promotion and
protection of human rights. It said that the winning film will receive 2 lakh
rupees, second best film will receive 1 lakh 50 thousand rupees and third
best film will get 1 lakh rupees. NHRC added that the last date for receiving
the entries is 30" June of this year.

SHIVANG/SUPARNA/1736 HRS

TAPAN::RZ EP-I 23-04-2026
REV. MAHA-BYPOLL

In Maharashtra, bypoll is being held for Baramati and Rahuri
assembly constituencies. While Baramati has recorded an average voting
percentage of 52.44 percent, Rahuri recorded an average voter turnout of



50.68 percent till 5 pm.

The bypoll for Baramati assembly seat in Pune district was
necessitated following the death of then Deputy Chief Minister and
Nationalist Congress Party - NCP chief Ajit Pawar, who passed away in an
air crash on 28th January. His wife and Deputy Chief Minister, Sunetra
Pawar is contesting from this seat. While the MahaVikas Aghadi has not
fielded any candidate, there 22 other candidates are in the fray.

Meanwhile, the bypoll for Rahuri assembly seat in Ahilyanagar district
was necessitated following the death of BJP MLA Shivaji Kardile in October
last year. His son and BJP candidate Akshay Kardile is in the fray along
with NCP (SP) candidate Govind Mokate and Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi’s
Santosh Chalke. Voting will conclude at 6 pm. Counting will take place on
4th May.
<><><><>SANGEETA GODBOLE, NISHA MOHAN RANEY/
MUMBAI/ MAIL/ 1812 hrs

TAPAN::KAVITA EP-1 23.04.2026
AP-CM

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu laid the
foundation stone for ReNew Energy Global’s solar manufacturing plant at
Rambilli in Anakapalli district today. Addressing the gathering, the Chief
Minister said the company is establishing a 6.5 GW solar ingot and wafer
manufacturing facility with an investment of 5,400 crore rupees. He said
Anakapalli district is rapidly emerging as a major destination for industrial
investments and development. He noted that ArcelorMittal Nippon India
had also recently launched its proposed steel plant project in the district.

The Chief Minister said ReNew’s project would strengthen Andhra
Pradesh’s expanding renewable energy manufacturing and industrial
ecosystem. He added that the government is attracting large-scale
investments in power generation and renewable energy infrastructure
across the state. Mr. Naidu said Andhra Pradesh aims to achieve 160 GW



green energy generation capacity in the coming years and has already
attracted renewable energy investments worth 5.95 lakh crore rupees. He
said proposals and agreements for nearly 90 GW projects are already
under preparation, while NTPC Green Energy is planning investments worth
1.85 lakh crore rupees in the state. Highlighting green mobility initiatives,
Mr. Naidu said APSRTC would introduce 1,050 electric buses and the
government would establish 5,000 electric vehicle charging stations across
Andhra Pradesh. He added that while Anantapur and Kurnool districts
already produce significant solar and wind energy, Rambilli would soon
emerge as a major manufacturing hub for solar equipment production.

<>ALLU MURALI/VIJAYAWADA/ MAIL/ 1525 HRS



