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NSD
PARAS : MEENU EP-I 30.04.2026
EVE VAISHNAW - VANDE BHARAT

Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has said that a major
transformation has taken place in rail connectivity with the
operationalisation of the rail link between Jammu and Srinagar. Addressing
the gathering after flagging off the extended Srinagar-Jammu Vande
Bharat Express service from Jammu Tawi Railway Station today, Mr
Vaishnaw said, it will benefit passengers from all over the country by
providing access by railway to the hilly region of Jammu and Kashmir. He
said, the improved connectivity has significantly enhanced the ease of
transportation of both goods and passengers in the region. He noted that
following the abrogation of Article 370 in Jammu and Kashmir, the region
has witnessed a continuous flow of development.

The Minister noted that the Vande Bharat service in Jammu and
Kashmir has witnessed hundred per cent occupancy from the very first day
of operations, reflecting strong public acceptance. Mr Vaishnaw further
informed that Prime Minister Narendra Modi had inaugurated the Vande



Bharat train service from Katra to Kashmir in June last year, and since
then, more than five lakh fifty thousand passengers have availed of this
service. He said, keeping in view the rising passenger demand, the number
of coaches in this train has been increased from 8 to 20.

(Byte - Ashwini Vaishnaw)

The Minister said that Jammu Tawi Railway Station is being
redeveloped at a rapid pace with a modern design. Mr Vaishnaw informed
that a total of four railway stations are currently being constructed or
upgraded across Jammu and Kashmir to provide improved passenger
amenities and infrastructure.

Speaking on the occasion, Union Minister of State in PMO, Dr Jitendra
Singh said, the introduction of this direct train service to Jammu and
Kashmir is set to significantly enhance ease of travel, improve logistics
efficiency, and promote ease of doing business across the region. He
emphasized that improved rail connectivity is expected to lead to a
substantial rise in tourist and pilgrim inflow to important destinations in the
region. Dr Singh said, this will also facilitate seamless and efficient
movement of security personnel.

(Byte - Jitendra Singh)

The Regular services of Srinagar-Jammu Vande Bharat Express will
begin from Saturday. The first service will depart from Jammu Tawi at 6:20
in the morning and will halt at Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra, Reasi, and
Banihal stations. The train is scheduled to reach Srinagar at 11:10 AM,
after completing the journey in around four hours and fifty minutes. On its
return journey, the train will leave Srinagar at 2:00 in the afternoon and
arrive at Jammu Tawi at 6:50 PM, on the same day.

<><>DIPENDRA/KASHMIR/1756

PARAS EP-I 30.04.2026
PREZ- BUDDHA PURNIA EVE

President Droupadi Murmu today extended greetings to the citizens
on the eve of Buddha Purnima. In her message, President Murmu said that
this sacred day marks the epoch-making events of lord Buddha'’s advent on
earth, enlightenment and Mahaparinirvana. She added that his eternal
messages of compassion, non-violence, peace and knowledge will continue



to guide the entire humanity. The president further added that in today’s
world which is facing numerous challenges, the teachings of Bhagwan
Buddha inspires everyone to tread on the path of peace, tolerance and
mutual harmony. She urged the citizens to take resolve to imbibe his ideals
and contribute to building a peaceful, inclusive and just society.
<><>SUPARNA/ISHANI/1723 HRS

PARAS EP-1 30.04.2025
REV. INTER MINISTERIAL- BRIEF

The government has reassured that fertilizer availability in the
country remains sufficient, with supplies continuing to exceed requirements
for the Kharif 2026 season. Addressing an inter-ministerial briefing in New
Delhi today, Additional Secretary in the Department of Fertilizers, Aparna
Sharma said that the domestic production of fertilizers has reached 62.37
LMT, while imports stand at about 15.39 LMT, taking total availability to
around 78 LMT during the current period. She informed that global tenders
have been floated to secure 38 LMT of urea and 19 LMT of phosphatic and
potassic fertilizers. She emphasized that fertilizer security in the country
remains strong, stable and well managed. Byte-Aparna Sharma

Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas,
Sujata Sharma said that there is uninterrupted supply of LPG, petrol and
diesel across the country. She stated that domestic LPG supply is fully
assured and no distributor is facing any dry-out situation. She said online
LPG booking has increased to around 98 per cent, while about 93 per cent
of deliveries are being authenticated through OTP. She added that around
43 thousand consumers have voluntarily surrendered their LPG connections
in favour of PNG. She urged citizens to avoid panic buying and rely only on
official information. Byte- Sujata Sharma

Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways, Mukesh Mangal said that all the seafarers in the region are
safe and no incident involving Indian sea vessels has been reported in the
last 24 hours. Mr Mangal said that the Ministry has facilitated the safe
repatriation of more than two thousand eight hundred Indian seafarers so
far including 28 in the last 24 hours. The Additional Secretary further said
that port operations across the country remain normal and no congestion
has been reported. BYTE MUKESH MANGAL



<><>ISHANI/SAMARTH/AMAN/1632 HRS

PARAS EP-1 30.04.2025
SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN - ODISHA

Agriculture, Farmers Welfare and Rural Development Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan will be on a visit to Odisha tomorrow. During his visit, Mr
Chouhan will participate in a program being organised by the Ministry of
Rural Development in Rayagada. He will launch Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana-1V, (PMGSY), which will extend a major developmental boost
to the state. The Ministry of Rural Development informed that under this
initiative, 8 hundred 27 road projects covering a total length of nearly 1
thousand 7 hundred 1 kilometres will be taken forward at a cost of over 1
thousand 6 hundred 98 crore rupees. It also said, the initiative will pave
the way for 8 hundred 98 habitations to receive all-weather road
connectivity for the first time, strengthening access to schools, hospitals,
markets, and other essential services, while also accelerating socio-
economic development.

The Ministry added that Odisha has already recorded notable progress
under the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana. Under various components
of PMGSY, a total of 17 thousand 9 hundred 63 roads covering 74
thousand 7 hundred 25 kilometres and 7 hundred 7 bridges have so far
been sanctioned in the state. Meanwhile, 17 thousand 7 hundred 60 roads
spanning 71 thousand 742 kilometres and 658 bridges have already been
completed. The initiative has been linked to the vision of a Viksit Bharat
through improved connectivity, faster economic activity, and the
empowerment of remote habitations.

<><>SUPARNA/NITIKA/1640 HRS

PARAS EP-I 30.04.2026
REV MINORITY AFFAIRS-HAJ

Ministry of Minority Affairs today said, it is committed to making Haj
accessible and affordable for every Indian Muslim. The Ministry said this in
a social media post as concerns arose in several media platforms regarding
increase in Haj airfare. It clarified that airlines had demanded three
hundred to four hundred dollars due to rising fuel costs amid the West Asia
crisis, however the Ministry capped it to one hundred dollars per pilgrim,



saving two to three hundred dollars. It pointed out that government has
absorbed pressure and is protecting pilgrims from a far larger burden. The
process was transparent and lawful, ensuring Haj 2026 operations are not
disrupted for over a lakh registered pilgrims.

Meanwhile, Minority Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju said that he respects
the sentiments of countless families that Haj is a once-in-a-lifetime dream.
The Minister said that the Government ensured through negotiations that
the increase was restricted to just one hundred dollars, saving each pilgrim
a significant amount. He further informed that the decision was taken
transparently, in good faith, to ensure no disruption in the Haj 2026
operations.
<><>SUPARNA/RISHU/1714 HRS

PARAS : MEENU EP-I 30.04.2026
SIKKIM -CJI CONCLAVE

In Sikkim, a two day national conclave on Technology and Judicial
Reform will be held in Gangtok from tomorrow. The event is being
organised by the Sikkim High Court in collaboration with e - Commitee of
Supreme Court of India. Chief Justice of India Surya Kant and Sikkim Chief
Minister Prem Singh Tamang Golay will attend the inaugural program along
with other dignitaries. In the same event, the Chief Justice of India will
declare Sikkim as a paperless judiciary state. Several judges, legal
luminaries, academicians and technology experts will deliberate on the
evolving role of technology in strengthening judicial systems in the two day
conclave.
<> MANAS/GANGTOK/MAIL/1720 HRS.

TAPAN DP-I 30.04.2026
IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heat wave
conditions over West Rajasthan for the next three days. Coastal Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal will experience hot
and humid weather for the next two days. IMD has predicted heavy to very
heavy rainfall over Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Sub Himalayan West Bengal and Sikkim
tomorrow. Kerala, Mahe, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal will
experience heavy rainfall till the 2" of May. Further, thunderstorms and



lightning will prevail over Bihar, Uttarakhand, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, West Bengal and north-eastern states tomorrow.
Similar conditions will prevail over East Rajasthan, South Interior
Karnataka, Telangana, Coastal Karnataka, Coastal Andhra Pradesh, North
Interior Karnataka and Rayalaseema tomorrow.

<><>AMAN/RISHU/1304 HRS



