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REV EC-TN NO REPOLL

The Election Commission has said, no repoll has been recommended in any
of the 75,064 polling stations across Tamil Nadu where voting was held on
Thursday. The polling process passed off without any incident that would
warrant re-conducting voting in any constituency. The absence of repoll
requests suggests that polling staff were able to manage the process
smoothly across urban and rural segments alike. Tamil Nadu witnessed a
high-voltage electoral contest on Thursday as polling for all 234 Assembly
constituencies concluded with a robust voter turnout of over 85.15 per
cent, reflecting strong public participation in one of the state's most closely
watched elections in recent years. Voter awareness campaigns by the
Election Commission and the participation of over 14 lakh first-time voters
helped register a record polling turnout in the state. This was also the first
election held after the Special Intensive Revision of electoral rolls in the
state. The Commission expressed gratitude to voters across the State and
thanked polling officials, security personnel and volunteers for ensuring a
smooth, free and fair process. Delegations from several countries, including
Bhutan, Egypt, Mauritius and Moldova, visited polling stations in Tamil
Nadu and praised the conduct of the polls.

High Commissioner of Mauritius, Sheilabai Bappoo said, India is
demonstrating to the world the practices, procedures and experience of
conducting elections, exemplifying democracy by taking the vote closer to
every voter.

S/B SHEILABAI BAPPOO



A delegate from Moldova, Dana Paiu commended the high voter
participation and well-organised arrangements.

S/B DANA PAIU
A delegate from Namibia, Gerson Tjihenuna,, shared his enriching
experience adding that polling stations were excellently managed,
with medical support, clear voter guidance, and an accessible
layout.

S/B GERSON TJIHENUNA

A delegate from Indonesia, Ni Made Mahatma Devi,
described the International Election Visitors’ Programme as a
great opportunity to understand the Indian electoral system.

S/B NI MADE MAHATMA
DEVI

The election marked a significant shift from the traditional Dravidian
two-party dominance, evolving into a multi-cornered contest involving the
DMK-led Secular Progressive Alliance (SPA), the AIADMK-led NDA, actor
Vijay’s Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK), and Seeman’s Naam Tamilar
Katchi (NTK).

JOY/CHENNAI/MAIL/IANS/0716

TAPAN DP-I 25.04.2026

SIBI GEORGE- UNGA PREZ
Secretary (West) in the Ministry of External Affairs, Sibi George held
a meeting with the President of United Nations General Assembly,
Annalena Baerbock in New York. In a social media post, Ministry of
External Affairs said that both leaders held discussions on diverse issues,
including peace and security, development, reformed multilateralism and
the global fight against terrorism.
<><><> VISHNU/1010 HRS
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WB-CAMPAIGN SCHEDULE

In West Bengal, campaigning for second and final phase of assembly
election has intensified with senior leaders of various political parties
conducting a series of rallies and roadshows in the final days leading up to
polling. Voting for the second phase is scheduled to take place on 29th of
this month.

Senior BJP leader and Union Home Minister Amit Shah will address
public meetings today at Selimabad Tarun Sangha ground in Jamalpur of
Purba Bardhaman and at Shyampur in Howrah. He will also take part in a
roadshow in Howrah. Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath will also
hold poll rally in the state. Union Health and Family Welfare Minister J. P.
Nadda will lead a Vijay Sankalp Yatra at Bajepartapur in Purba Bardhaman.

On the other hand, Congress leader and Leader of Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi will hold rallies in Srirampur in Hooghly, at
Shaheed Minar in Kolkata and in Metiabruz today. Trinamool Congress
leader Abhishek Banerjee will address rallies in Basirhat and Canning West,
followed by a roadshow in Bali in support of party candidates. <><><>

SANDIPON DASGUPTA/KOLKATA/MAIL/0649

SWATI::ANJALI MP-I 25.04.2026

ANDHRA CM-BUSINESS AWARD

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu will receive the
prestigious Business Reformer of the Year 2025 award by a leading media
organization in Mumbai today. He has been selected for the award for
implementing transformative initiatives such as ‘Speed of Doing Business’
and ‘Speed of Delivering Governance’ in the state. He has been recognised
for his efforts in creating an investment-friendly ecosystem, introducing
progressive industrial policies and boosting investor confidence. He has
also been credited with simplifying approvals and driving reforms to
position Andhra Pradesh as a leader in technology, innovation, IT,
electronics and green energy sectors.<><><>

ALLU MURALI,

VIJAYWADA/MAIL/0728



TAPAN : PAWAN DP-1 25.04.2026

WORLD VETERINARY DAY

World Veterinary Day was observed today with the aim of raising
public awareness about the importance of caring for animals and birds. The
theme for this year is “Veterinarians: Guardians of Animal Health and Food
Safety.”

To mark the occasion, a rally was organised this morning from in
front of the Veterinary Council building near Swami Vivekananda Maidan in
Agartala. The procession passed through various parts of the city,
spreading awareness about animal welfare and the role of veterinary
professionals.

Members of the Veterinary Doctors’ Association also actively
participated in the rally.

NAYAN KUMAR TRIPURA/AGARTALA/MAIL/1202 HRS

IRAN FM-US-PAK

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi arrived at Islamabad in
Pakistan late last night with a senior delegation, signalling renewed
diplomatic efforts to revive stalled negotiations between Tehran and
Washington to end the war in West Asia.The Iranian delegation includes
spokesperson for Iran’s Foreign Ministry Esmaeil Bagaei. Mr Baqaei in a
social media post clarified that no meeting is planned between Iran and the
United States, adding that Tehran’s views and concerns would instead be
conveyed to Washington through Pakistan.

The United States is also preparing diplomatic outreach, with US
special envoys Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner expected to arrive in
Islamabad for discussions. Talking to reporters, White House Press
Secretary Karoline Leavitt confirmed the development, stating that talks
would be conducted directly. She added that Vice President JD Vance
would remain engaged from Washington, coordinating with Secretary of
State Marco Rubio and the national security team.

US President Donald Trump said yesterday that Iran is preparing to
make an offer aimed at meeting US demands, as peace talks are expected
to resume in Pakistan. He reiterated that any potential agreement must
include Iran giving up its enriched uranium and ensuring free movement of
oil shipments through the Strait of Hormuz. President Trump also raised



concerns over Iran’s leadership, with US officials suggesting internal
divisions within Tehran’s power structure.

IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued a yellow alert
for heat wave conditions today over parts of Delhi, Chhattisgarh, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and
Vidarbha. The Met Department has also predicted heavy rainfall today over
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya Sub-Himalayan West Bengal and
Sikkim. North Interior Karnataka is likely to experience thunderstorms and
hailstorms till tomorrow. According to the Weather Agency, thunderstorms
and lightning are also expected in places over Bihar, Gangetic West Bengal,
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Jharkhand, Kerala, Mahe,
Marathwada, Uttarakhand and Odisha. Hot and humid weather conditions
will prevail today in parts of Bihar, Coastal Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka,
Gujarat, Gangetic West Bengal, Kerala, Mahe, Konkan, Goa and Manipur.
As per IMD, Delhi, Haryana, Chandigarh, Punjab and parts of Uttar Pradesh
will experience warm night conditions during the next 2 days.

WOMEN'S CRICKET-T20

In Women's Cricket, India will take on Hosts South Africa in the
fourth T20 International of the five-match series at Wanderers Stadium, in
Johannesburg tonight. The match will begin at 9:30 PM. The series has
been completely dominated by the hosts so far, with South Africa taking an
unassailable 3-0 lead. For India, the focus will be on regaining confidence
and securing victories in the remaining matches. A win in this match would
not only prevent a whitewash but also serve as a morale booster for the
Women in Blue. <><><>

MORN IPL-CRICKET

In IPL Cricket, defending champions Royal Challengers Bengaluru
defeated Gujarat Titans by five wickets at the M Chinnaswamy Stadium in
Bengaluru last night.

Chasing a target of 206 runs, Royal Challengers Bengaluru
overhauled the total in 18.5 overs. The win was brilliantly set up by Virat
Kohli’s 81 runs and Devdutt Padikkal’s quickfire 55 runs. The duo put
together 115 runs for the third wicket to make it a one-sided chase. For



Gujarat Titans, Rashid Khan took two wickets, while Mohammed Siraj,
Jason Holder and Manav Suthar picked up a wicket each.

Earlier, put into bat, Gujarat Titans posted 205 runs for the loss of
three wickets, with opener Sai Sudharsan returning to form with a century.
For Royal Challengers Bengaluru, Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Josh Hazlewood
and Suyash Sharma took a wicket each. Royal Challengers Bengaluru had
won the toss and opted to bowil.

Virat Kohli was declared Player of the Match.

Today, hosts Delhi Capitals will take on Punjab Kings at the Arun
Jaitley Stadium. The match will start at 3:30 PM Indian Standard Time. In
another match, Hosts Rajasthan Royals will face Sunrisers Hyderabad at
the Sawai Mansingh Stadium in Jaipur. The match will start at 7:30 PM.
<><><>

VP-RAJASTHAN

Vice-President CP Radhakrishnan will visit Jaipur in Rajasthan today.
During his visit, the Vice-President will attend the 35th Convocation of the
University of Rajasthan. He will also attend the 23rd Cancer Survivors’ Day,
organised by Bhagwan Mahaveer Cancer Hospital and Research Centre in
Jaipur.

GOVT-WHEAT MSP

The Central Government has increased its wheat procurement target
at the Minimum Support Price (MSP) by 15 per cent to 34.5 million tonnes
for the current season, up from the earlier plan of 30 million tonnes. Food
Secretary Sanjeev Chopra said the decision aims to support farmers whose
crops have been damaged due to unseasonal rains. Speaking at an event
in New Delhi yesterday to release the annual wheat survey of the Roller
Flour Millers’ Federation of India, Mr Chopra said state-wise procurement
targets have also been revised upward. He added that procurement from
Madhya Pradesh is now expected to be 10 million tonnes, Uttar Pradesh
2.5 million tonnes, Rajasthan 2.35 million tonnes, and Uttarakhand 5,000
tonnes, with some wheat also likely to be procured from Delhi this year.

The Food Secretary has said that wheat procurement quality norms
in major producing states, including Punjab, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh and



Rajasthan, have been relaxed to enable higher purchases from farmers
affected by unseasonal rains that damaged crops. He said the higher
procurement at MSP will add to opening wheat stocks of around 22 million
tonnes for 2026—27, taking the total availability to about 56.5 million
tonnes. Mr Chopra also noted that wheat production for the 2025-26 crop
year is expected to be slightly lower, in the range of 110 to 120 million
tonnes, due to damage caused by unseasonal rainfall and hailstorms in key
growing states. <><><>

AKASHVANI TUNE & JINGLE CONTEST

Akashvani, Prasar Bharati in collaboration with MyGov has invited
citizens across the country to participate in a Signature Tune-Making
Contest on the theme “Akashvani @90- The New rhythm of Bharat”. The
objective is to design iconic instrumental themes for specific Akashvani
programmes that reflect their unique content and audience. For Yuva-vani
and Sports Scan the Signature Tune should be High-energy and rhythmic.
For Market Mantra it should be Professional, tech-forward and
sophisticated. For Family Welfare and Women’s Programme, it should be
melodious, warm and empowering. For National Magazine, Sahitya,
Sanskriti, Chitra, Vigyan, Yuva Bharati it should be culturally rooted,
intellectual, and inspiring. The duration should be 20 to 40 Seconds. The
audio composition must be instrumental only and no vocals or humming
permitted. The format should be studio-quality MP3 or WAV minimum
128kbps, 44.1 kHz. The judging criteria will be atmospheric suitability,
instrumental excellence and versatility. The 1st Prize is 30 thousand
rupees, 2nd Prize is 20 thousand and 3rd Prize is 10 thousand rupees. 10
Consolation Prizes of five thouand each will also be given.

Akashvani Prasar Bharati in collaboration with MyGov has also invited
citizens to participate in a Jingle-Making Contest on the theme “Akashvani
@90- The Vibrant Voice of India”. The objective is to create fresh, catchy,
and modern vocal jingles for Akashvani’s channels that resonate with
today's listeners while honoring the 90-year legacy. The target channels
are FM Gold with focus on Classic and Premium,



