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NEELAM DP-I 24.04.2026
DAY WB- CAMPAIGNING

Prime Minister and senior BJP leader Narendra Modi is campaigning
in West Bengal today for the ongoing Assembly elections. He will address
a public meeting at Dumdum this morning, followed by another rally at
Baruipur. Union Home Minister and senior BJP leader Amit Shah is also
taking part in the campaign. This afternoon, he will address a public
meeting at Lebukhali Maidan in Hingalganj and Konnagar. Later in the
evening, he is scheduled to hold a roadshow at Aatpur ESD Gate in
Jagaddal Assembly constituency.

Trinamool Congress supremo Mamata Banerjee will hold campaign in
Bhabanipur while Abhishek Banerjee, General Secretary of the Trinamool
Congress, will hold election meetings and roadshows at several places in
Howrah and South 24 Parganas today.

SANDIPON DASGUPTA/KOLKATA/MAIL/1041 HRS.

SHUKLA MP-II 24.04.2026
IPL

In IPL Cricket, Chennai Super Kings defeated Mumbai Indians by 103
runs at Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai last night. Chasing 208 runs for
victory, Mumbai Indians were all out for just 104 in 19 overs. Earlier, put
into bat, Chennai Super Kings piled up a mammoth total of 207 runs for 6
in stipulated 20 overs. For Chennai Super Kings, Sanju Samson contributed
dazzling unbeaten 101 runs off 54 balls, while Akeal Hosein picked up 4
wickets by giving away just 17 runs. Tilak Varma scored 37 off 29 while AM
Ghazanfar and Ashwani Kumar picked up 2 wickets each for Mumbai
Indians.

Sanju Samson was adjudged player of the match.

Today, Royal Challengers Bengaluru will take on Gujarat Titans at M
Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru at 7.30 PM.

BIMAL/CB/NET/0415
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West Bengal's Chief Electoral Officer Manoj Kumar Agarwal said in
the first phase of polling in West Bengal voters cast their votes fearlessly
and were happy after exercising their franchise. He informed that more
than ninety per cent polling has been recorded and final data will be
available later. Mr Agarwal said no untoward incidents took place inside
any polling booth and polling was not disrupted for a long time anywhere.
He added that webcasting arrangements were fully effective, with
generators and SIM-based cameras used wherever required. Referring to
the Pingla incident, he says a decision on repoll may be taken if any
discrepancy is found in the report, but at present there is no such
possibility.

Meanwhile, State Police nodal officer Anand Kumar informed forty-
one people have been arrested in connection with poll-related incidents so
far. He adds that five hundred seventy people were taken into preventive

custody yesterday.
SANDIPON DASGUPTA AND AVIRUP BHATTACHARYA/
KOLKATA/MAIL/0754
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GOVT - SC EMPOWERNMENT

The government has disbursed over seven thousand 981 crore
rupees to more than 75 lakh Scheduled Caste students in 2025-26 to
support their education and empowerment. Social Justice and
Empowerment Minister Dr. Virendra Kumar said, the government is
committed to ensuring inclusive development and social justice for all
sections of society through targeted interventions and welfare initiatives.
He said, the Department of Social Justice and Empowerment is
implementing a range of schemes focused on the educational
empowerment of marginalised students belonging to the Scheduled Castes.

The Minister said that the department oversees the implementation
of various Acts and welfare schemes aimed at the upliftment of diverse
sections of society, including OBCs, senior citizens, transgender persons,
manual scavengers, sanitation workers and Economically Weaker Sections.
Dr Kumar highlighted that the expenditure under SC welfare schemes has
shown a consistent positive growth with an upward trend, with a 21 per



cent increase under the Pre Matric Scholarship Scheme for SCs and Others.
<><>DIPENDRA/1058
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24.04.2026
AMIT SHAH-WB

In West Bengal, senior BJP leader and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah today claimed that his party is headed for a strong
performance after the first phase of Assembly election polling.
Addressing a press conference at New Town in Kolkata, he said
the BJP is likely to win more than 110 of the 152 seats that went
to polls in the first phase. He thanked Election Commission, security
forces for ensuring free and fair polls. The BIP leader said, TMC's exit is
imminent adding that BJP is going to form govt with absolute majority. He
also congratulated voters for recording more than 92 per cent
turnout in the first phase, describing it as a positive sign for
democracy. The BJP leader praised the role of Central forces, the
Election Commission and state police for peaceful polling. He
alleged that people had voted in a fear-free atmosphere this time
and said the mandate would favour development and change in
West Bengal.

<<<>>> Sandipon Dasgupta/ Kolkata/PTI/ 1152

NEELAM DP-I
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RSS HOSABALE

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) General Secretary Dattatreya
Hosabale has described the RSS as a volunteer-driven movement rooted in
India’s cultural and civilizational ethos. Speaking at an interactive session
at the New India Conference organized by the Hudson Institute in
Washington DC, Mr Hosabale said that the RSS views Hindu identity as a
civilizational and not a religious identity.

Mr Hosabale added that RSS holds about 83 thousand daily meetings
to instil a sense of service and inculcate life values aimed at promoting
social harmony. The RSS leader said cultural values and modernisation are
not necessarily contradictory and can coexist. He emphasized that the
coexistence of culture and modernity has been visible in several societies in



recent decades.

Highlighting the Hindu culture, Mr Hosabale said that Hindu
philosophy and culture view the whole world as one family and do not
endorse supremacy.

<><>BHANU/DIPENDRA/1157

Samrat Choudhary

Bihar Chief Minister Samrat Choudhary will seek a vote of confidence in the
state assembly today, during a special one-day session. According to an
official notification issued by the Assembly Secretariat, the session will
commence at 11 am, during which the Chief Minister will move the
confidence motion.

All ministers and legislators have been asked by their respective
parties to remain present in the House for the proceedings. Samrat
Choudhary took an oath as chief minister on April 15, following which he
had to seek a vote of confidence in the state assembly.

UNGA PRESIDENT-INDIA VISIT

President of the UN General Assembly (UNGA) Annalena Baerbock
will visit India next week and hold several bilateral meetings with
government officials. Her spokesperson La Neice Collins said that
President of the 80th session of the UNGA, Baerbock will undertake official
travel to New Delhi and Beijing next week. Collins said Baerbock is
travelling at the invitation of the governments of India and China.

During her visit to India, Baerbock will hold multiple bilateral
meetings with various government officials and also meet the UN country
team in India led by UN Resident Coordinator Stefan Priesner. This will be
Baerbock’s first visit to India in her capacity as President of the UNGA. She
had previously travelled to the country when she served as Germany’s
foreign minister. In February, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
visited India to attend the Al Impact Summit in New Delhi.

PM - MANN KI BAAT



Prime Minister Narendra Modi will share his thoughts with the people
of the country and abroad in the Mann Ki Baat programme on Akashvani at
11 AM on Sunday. It will be the 133rd episode of the monthly radio
programme. The programme will be broadcast across the entire Akashvani
and Doordarshan network, the AIR News website, and the Newsonair
mobile app. It will also be live-streamed on the YouTube channels of AIR
News, DD News, the PMO, and the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting. Akashvani will broadcast the programme in regional
languages immediately after the Hindi broadcast.

REV. POLL PERCENTAGE

West Bengal registered a record voter turnout of 92.72 per cent in
the first phase of assembly polls yesterday, while Tamil Nadu recorded
unprecedented voting of 85.14 per cent. In the first phase, 152
constituencies in West Bengal went to polls, while voting for the 234-
member Tamil Nadu assembly was held in one go. Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar said the voter turnout in the first phase of
the West Bengal assembly polls was the state’s "highest-ever percentage
since Independence".

Terming the massive voter turnout in Bengal "an overwhelming mandate
for change," Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that May 4, when votes will
be counted, would mark the "expiry" of the "TMC's 15-year-old syndicate
system and maha jungle raj" in West Bengal.

The second phase for the remaining 142 of 294 seats in West Bengal
will be held on April 29. The counting for all four states and one Union
Territory-Kerala, Assam, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu and Puducherry-will be
on May 4.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah, who is camping in West Bengal,
visited the BJP’s election control room at Salt Lake during polling hours and
reviewed the situation with party leaders.



