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REV. KOREA PREZ- CEREMONIAL WELCOME

South Korean President Lee Jae Myung today received a ceremonial
welcome at Rashtrapati Bhavan. President Droupadi Murmu, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar, and Information
and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw were present on the occasion.
President Lee and his wife Kim Hea Kyung also paid tribute to Mahatma
Gandhi by laying a floral wreath at Rajghat.
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VP-SRI LANKA

Vice President C. P. Radhakrishnan met Sri Lanka’s President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake at the Presidential Secretariat in Colombo today. The
two leaders held wide-ranging and productive discussions aimed at further
strengthening the multifaceted ties between the two countries. During the
meeting, Mr. Radhakrishnan reaffirmed India’'s commitment to its
Neighbourhood First policy, emphasizing continued cooperation for mutual
growth and development. Both sides also reviewed ongoing initiatives,
including the Indian Housing Project, and ongoing works under the 450
million US dollar assistance package supporting areas affected by Cyclone
Ditwah.

Mr. Radhakrishnan also met Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister Dr. Harini
Amarasuriya. Both leaders discussed the importance of further strengthening
bilateral ties, including people-to-people bonds. Vice President
Radhakrishnan is also scheduled to meet leaders of the Tamil community,
and interact with community members and the diaspora. The visit
underscores the steady momentum in bilateral engagement between the two
countries. <><><>

DR. AHMED MUYEEN
FAROOQI/COLOMBO/MAIL/1533 HRS.

BS DP-I 20.04.2026

RIJIJU WOMEN BILL

Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju today said that the opposition
must face the consequences for blocking the Women's Reservation Bill.
Talking to media in New Delhi, Mr Rijiju asked whether those responsible
behind the failure of the bill should be punished or not. He also reiterated the
government's commitment and said that the government will continue to
make efforts in this regard.

BYTE RIJIJU

<><>BHANU/1109

BS: KAMINI DP-II 20.04.2026
AJIT DOVAL -RIYADH VISIT
National Security Adviser Ajit Doval arrived in Riyadh yesterday for high



level talks aimed at strengthening security cooperation, ensuring energy
stability and reviewing regional developments, as tensions linked to the Iran
conflict continue to impact West Asia. Doval was received at King Khalid
International Airport by India’s Ambassador to Saudi Arabia Suhel Ajaz Khan
and Saudi Deputy Minister for Political Affairs Saud Al Sati. During the visit,
Doval held meetings with Saudi Energy Minister Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman,
Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan and National Security Adviser Dr
Musaed bin Mohammed Al Aiban.

Saudi officials said the meeting with Energy Minister Prince Abdulaziz bin
Salman focused on enhancing cooperation in the energy sector and
supporting stability of global supplies. The two sides discussed efforts to
strengthen energy security and maintain reliable oil flows amid regional
uncertainty. The visit comes amid heightened concerns over global supply
chains following the 2026 Iran conflict. Earlier US Israeli strikes and a
subsequent fragile ceasefire raised fears of disruptions to oil and gas
shipments through the Strait of Hormuz, a critical route for global energy
markets. India, one of the world’s largest crude importers, relies heavily on
Saudi supplies. Security cooperation also featured prominently, with both
sides reviewing counterterrorism coordination and intelligence sharing.
Officials also exchanged views on Gaza and broader de escalation efforts
across West Asia, highlighting deepening India Saudi strategic ties.

<><><>Vinod Kumar/Dubai/MAIL/1153 HRS

SHUKLA :: JAIRA) MP-I 20.04.2026
WB - VOTERS

The Election Commission has released figures of voters for the first
phase of the assembly election in West Bengal. According to official figures,
till date, 3 crore 60 lakh 77 thousand 171 electors are eligible to cast their
votes in this phase. Of these, 1 crore 84 lakh 99 thousand 496 are male
voters, 1 crore 75 lakh 77 thousand 210 are female voters, and 465 are
third-gender electors. These figures will be revised once tribunals submit the
final list of eligible voters. Election authorities stress that security
deployment, voter assistance, and polling logistics are being closely
monitored to guarantee peaceful polling, officials are nhow working on the
final details to plug any remaining gaps. In the meantime, campaign for the
first phase has reached its peak, with the polling day being 23rd April.
SANDIPON DASGUPTA/KOLKATA/MAIL/0605
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PM- BASAVA JAYANTI

On the occasion of Basava Jayanti, Prime Minister Narendra Modi today
paid homage to Lord Basaveshwara and his enduring teachings. In a social
media post, Prime Minister Modi said that Lord Basaveshwara’s vision of a
just society and his unwavering efforts to empower will always remain an
inspiration for everyone.

ARZOO/0913
JEETENDRA NP I 19.04.2026

INDIA-US TALKS

India and the US will resume in-person negotiations on their proposed
bilateral trade agreement (BTA) from tomorrow, with a senior Indian
delegation travelling to Washington for a three-day round of talks aimed at
recalibrating the framework amid shifting global tariff dynamics. The meeting
will mark the first face-to-face engagement between the two sides in nearly
four months, during which discussions continued virtually. The Indian team,
led by chief negotiator Darpan Jain, will include officials from the commerce,
customs and external affairs ministries.The talks assume significance as both
countries reassess the contours of the proposed pact following changes in the
US tariff regime. After the US Supreme Court struck down sweeping tariffs
imposed under the International Emergency Economic Powers Act,
Washington introduced a temporary 10 per cent tariff on imports from all
countries for 150 days beginning February 24.

NET/0244HRS
BS DP-1 20.04.2026
UDHAMPUR ACCIDENT

In Jammu and Kashmir, 15 people were killed and several others
injured after a bus met with an accident in Udhampur district. Officials said
the incident occurred near Jalo village on the Rajnagar-Udhampur road.
Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha and Union Minister of
State in the Prime Minister's Office and Lok Sabha MP from
Kathua-Udhampur Jitendra Singh have expressed grief over the loss of lives



and prayed for the speedy recovery of the injured. Dr Singh said he spoke to
the Deputy Commissioner of Udhampur shortly after learning about the tragic
accident at village Kanote, involving a public transport bus travelling from
Ramnagar to Udhampur. He added that rescue operations were launched
immediately and all possible assistance is being provided. The minister said
he is in constant touch with the local administration as well as local teams.
The exact circumstances leading to the accident are yet to be ascertained,
and an investigation is underway. More details are awaited.
<><><> NEELAM/IANS/PTI/1144
BS DP-II 20.04.2026
DAY IPL

In IPL Cricket, Gujarat Titans will face Mumbai Indians at the Narendra
Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad today. The match will start at 7:30 PM.

Earlier, Punjab Kings secure a 54-run win over Lucknow Super Giants in
Chandigarh last night. Batting first, Punjab Kings produced a record-breaking
batting display to post 254 for the loss of seven wickets. Chasing the target,
Lucknow Super Giants could manage just 200 for 5 in the stipulated 20 overs.
In other match yesterday, hosts Kolkata Knight Riders defeated Rajasthan
Royals by four wickets in the league match at Eden Gardens to register their
first win of the tournament this season. Punjab Kings are at the top of the
table, unbeaten, with five wins and a no result, giving them 11 points.
Lucknow Super Giants is at the eighth spot in the points table with two wins
and four losses.
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