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SWATI MP-I 25.04.2026

AKASHVANI TUNE & JINGLE CONTEST
Akashvani, Prasar Bharati in collaboration with MyGov has invited



citizens across the country to participate in a Signature Tune-Making Contest
on the theme “Akashvani @90- The New rhythm of Bharat”. The objective is
to design iconic instrumental themes for specific Akashvani programmes that
reflect their unique content and audience. For Yuva-vani and Sports Scan the
Signature Tune should be High-energy and rhythmic. For Market Mantra it
should be Professional, tech-forward and sophisticated. For Family Welfare
and Women's Programme, it should be melodious, warm and empowering.
For National Magazine, Sahitya, Sanskriti, Chitra, Vigyan, Yuva Bharati it
should be culturally rooted, intellectual, and inspiring. The duration should be
20 to 40 Seconds. The audio composition must be instrumental only and no
vocals or humming permitted. The format should be studio-quality MP3 or
WAV minimum 128kbps, 44.1 kHz. The judging criteria will be atmospheric
suitability, instrumental excellence and versatility. The 1st Prize is 30
thousand rupees, 2nd Prize is 20 thousand and 3rd Prize is 10 thousand
rupees. 10 Consolation Prizes of five thouand each will also be given.

Akashvani Prasar Bharati in collaboration with MyGov has also invited
citizens to participate in a Jingle-Making Contest on the theme “Akashvani
@90- The Vibrant Voice of India”. The objective is to create fresh, catchy,
and modern vocal jingles for Akashvani’s channels that resonate with today's
listeners while honoring the 90-year legacy. The target channels are FM Gold
with focus on Classic and Premium,

FM Rainbow with focus on Vibrant and Youthful and Vividh Bharati with
focus on Mass Appeal and Heritage. The duration will be 20 to 50 Seconds.
The audio composition must include Vocals (Lyrics or Slogans) and
background musical arrangement. The format should be high-bitrate MP3 or
WAV (minimum 128kbps, 44.1kHz). The language should be Hindi or English.
The judging criteria will be catchiness and recall, vocal clarity, brand
alignment. The entry must be uploaded to the MyGov portal along with a brief
concept note of Maximum 150 words. A participant may submit one entry per
channel and Maximum three in total. The 1st Prize is 20 thousand rupees, 2nd
Prize is 15 thousand and 3rd Prize is 10 thousand rupees. 10 Consolation
Prizes of two thousand 500 ruppes each will also be given. <><><>
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CENSUS 2027-TOLL FREE HELPLINE

The Office of the Registrar General and Census Commissioner has said
that the national toll-free helpline number 1855 is now operational across all
States and Union Territories for the Census 2027. It provides guidance on the
Houselisting and Housing Census in regional languages and English. The
service aims to simplify participation, ensure clarity, and support citizens in
contributing effectively to this crucial national exercise. <><><>
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GOVT-WHEAT MSP

The Central Government has increased its wheat procurement target at
the Minimum Support Price (MSP) by 15 per cent to 34.5 million tonnes for
the current season, up from the earlier plan of 30 million tonnes. Food
Secretary Sanjeev Chopra said the decision aims to support farmers whose
crops have been damaged due to unseasonal rains. Speaking at an event in
New Delhi yesterday to release the annual wheat survey of the Roller Flour
Millers’ Federation of India, Mr Chopra said state-wise procurement targets
have also been revised upward. He added that procurement from Madhya
Pradesh is now expected to be 10 million tonnes, Uttar Pradesh 2.5 million
tonnes, Rajasthan 2.35 million tonnes, and Uttarakhand 5,000 tonnes, with
some wheat also likely to be procured from Delhi this year.

The Food Secretary has said that wheat procurement quality norms in
major producing states, including Punjab, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan, have been relaxed to enable higher purchases from farmers
affected by unseasonal rains that damaged crops. He said the higher
procurement at MSP will add to opening wheat stocks of around 22 million
tonnes for 2026-27, taking the total availability to about 56.5 million tonnes.
Mr Chopra also noted that wheat production for the 2025-26 crop year is
expected to be slightly lower, in the range of 110 to 120 million tonnes, due
to damage caused by unseasonal rainfall and hailstorms in key growing
states. <><><>
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VP-RAJASTHAN

Vice-President CP Radhakrishnan will visit Jaipur in Rajasthan today.
During his visit, the Vice-President will attend the 35th Convocation of the
University of Rajasthan. He will also attend the 23rd Cancer Survivors’ Day,
organised by Bhagwan Mahaveer Cancer Hospital and Research Centre in
Jaipur. <><><>
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RBI-PAYTM LICENCE

The Reserve Bank of India has cancelled the banking licence issued to
Paytm Payments Bank Limited. In a statement, RBI said the bank is
prohibited to conduct any business from immediate effect. The apex bank
has however clarified that Paytm Payments Bank Limited has enough liquidity
to repay its entire deposit liability upon winding up operations. The RBI
further informed that the action follows its orders dated March 2022 wherein
the bank was directed to stop onboarding of new customers, followed by
additional business restrictions imposed in early 2024, disallowing any further
deposits, credits and top-ups in existing customer accounts and prepaid
instruments, among others. <><><>

CB/BHAVANA GOKHALE, NISHA
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SWATI MP-I 25.04.2026

NADDA-FERTILIZER

Union Minister for Chemicals and Fertilizers Jagat Prakash Nadda
rejected Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge's allegation on fertilizer
shortage in the country. In a social media post, Mr Nadda highlighted that the
Narendra Modi Government has always stood firmly with the farmers and the
availability of fertilisers has consistently outpaced requirements across the
country. Mr Nadda termed the statement of Mr Kharge as a politically
motivated attempt to mislead farmers and manufacture panic where none



exists. The Minister said that under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Indian farmers have been firmly shielded from global price shocks. Mr
Nadda said that the current stock position is significantly stronger than last
year.

On Thursday, the Congress President alleged that fertiliser shortages
were being reported in the country across multiple seasons even before
geopolitical disruptions. <><><>
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IRAN FM-US-PAK

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi arrived at Islamabad in
Pakistan late last night with a senior delegation, signalling renewed
diplomatic efforts to revive stalled negotiations between Tehran and
Washington to end the war in West Asia.The Iranian delegation includes
spokesperson for Iran’s Foreign Ministry Esmaeil Bagaei. Mr Bagaei in a social
media post clarified that no meeting is planned between Iran and the United
States, adding that Tehran’s views and concerns would instead be conveyed
to Washington through Pakistan.

The United States is also preparing diplomatic outreach, with US special
envoys Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner expected to arrive in Islamabad for
discussions. Talking to reporters, White House Press Secretary Karoline
Leavitt confirmed the development, stating that talks would be conducted
directly. She added that Vice President JD Vance would remain engaged from
Washington, coordinating with Secretary of State Marco Rubio and the
national security team.

US President Donald Trump said yesterday that Iran is preparing to
make an offer aimed at meeting US demands, as peace talks are expected to
resume in Pakistan. He reiterated that any potential agreement must include
Iran giving up its enriched uranium and ensuring free movement of oil
shipments through the Strait of Hormuz. President Trump also raised
concerns over Iran’s leadership, with US officials suggesting internal divisions
within Tehran’s power structure.

The US President further stated that the American military will continue
its blockade of Iranian ports until a deal is reached.

The US delegation is expected to pick up from the 11th of April talks
which were led by Vice President JD Vance, but failed to get a clear



commitment from Iran on its nuclear fuel enrichment programme.

Ahead to his departure from Tehran, Iranian Foreign Minister Araghchi
said, he was travelling to Pakistan, Oman and Russia to closely coordinate
with them on bilateral matters and consult on regional developments. Mr
Araghchi said, he will hold bilateral consultations and discuss current
developments in the region, as well as the latest situation in the US-Iran war.

NET/CB/PTI/0440 HRS
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MORN IPL-CRICKET

In IPL Cricket, defending champions Royal Challengers Bengaluru
defeated Gujarat Titans by five wickets at the M Chinnaswamy Stadium in
Bengaluru last night.

Chasing a target of 206 runs, Royal Challengers Bengaluru overhauled
the total in 18.5 overs. The win was brilliantly set up by Virat Kohli's 81 runs
and Devdutt Padikkal’s quickfire 55 runs. The duo put together 115 runs for
the third wicket to make it a one-sided chase. For Gujarat Titans, Rashid Khan
took two wickets, while Mohammed Siraj, Jason Holder and Manav Suthar
picked up a wicket each.

Earlier, put into bat, Gujarat Titans posted 205 runs for the loss of three
wickets, with opener Sai Sudharsan returning to form with a century. For
Royal Challengers Bengaluru, Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Josh Hazlewood and
Suyash Sharma took a wicket each. Royal Challengers Bengaluru had won
the toss and opted to bowl.

Virat Kohli was declared Player of the Match.

Today, hosts Delhi Capitals will take on Punjab Kings at the Arun Jaitley
Stadium. The match will start at 3:30 PM Indian Standard Time. In another
match, Hosts Rajasthan Royals will face Sunrisers Hyderabad at the Sawai
Mansingh Stadium in Jaipur. The match will start at 7:30 PM. <><><>
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WOMEN'S CRICKET-T20
In Women's Cricket, India will take on Hosts South Africa in the fourth



T20 International of the five-match series at Wanderers Stadium, in
Johannesburg tonight. The match will begin at 9:30 PM. The series has been
completely dominated by the hosts so far, with South Africa taking an
unassailable 3-0 lead. For India, the focus will be on regaining confidence and
securing victories in the remaining matches. A win in this match would not
only prevent a whitewash but also serve as a morale booster for the Women
in Blue. <><><>
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TELANGANA-GOVERNOR
Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla highlighted the essential role of youth in forging
a progressive nation during the Pradhan Mantri Sansad Khel Mahotsav-2026
prize distribution in Mahbubnagar. Speaking at the district stadium, he
emphasized that sportsmanship, discipline, and team spirit are the pillars of
national development. He credited initiatives like Khelo India and the Fit India
movement for identifying rural talent and fostering inclusive growth, aligning
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of using sports to build
self-confidence and national unity.

SRINIVAS M/ HYDERABAD/ MAIL/ 2044
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24-04-2026
FINAL AAP MPs RESIGN

In a big jolt to Aam Aadmi Party, more than two-third of the AAP MPs in
the Rajya Sabha have quit the party and merged with the BIP. Of them, three
Rajya Sabha MPs Raghav Chadha, Sandeep Pathak and Ashok Mittal visited
the BJP Headquarters and met BIP President Nitin Nabin. The BJP Chief
welcomed them by offering sweets. The other four MPs who have quit the
AAP and decided to join the BJP are Harbhajan Singh, Swati Maliwal, Vikram
Sahney and Rajinder Gupta. Welcoming Mr Chadha, Mr Pathak and Mr Mittal
into the BJP, Mr Nitin Nabin in a social media post, also extended his best
wishes to these MPs to work under the dynamic leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

In a social media post, Mr Raghav Chadha informed that today,



exercising the provisions of the Constitution of India, more than two-thirds of
the AAP MPs in the Rajya Sabha have merged with the BJP. He informed
that seven MPs have signed the document, which was submitted to
the Rajya Sabha Chairman C P Radhakrishnan. Mr Chadha said, he,
along with two other MPs, personally handed over the signed documents.

Earlier addressing a press conference in New Delhi, Mr Chadha said
alleged that the Aam Aadmi Party, which was formed with a pledge to end
corruption, is now trapped in the hands of corrupt and compromised
individuals. He said that they will work together under the leadership of Prime
Minister Modi for the nation. He said, in the Rajya Sabha, the Aam Aadmi
Party has ten MPs and more than two-thirds of them are with their decision to
join BJP. Mr Chadha said that they have already signed and submitted all the
documents to the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha.

(Byte - Raghav Chadha)
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IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued a yellow alert
for heat wave conditions today over parts of Delhi, Chhattisgarh, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and
Vidarbha. The Met Department has also predicted heavy rainfall today over
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya Sub-Himalayan West Bengal and
Sikkim. North Interior Karnataka is likely to experience thunderstorms and
hailstorms till tomorrow. According to the Weather Agency, thunderstorms
and lightning are also expected in places over Bihar, Gangetic West Bengal,
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Jharkhand, Kerala, Mahe,
Marathwada, Uttarakhand and Odisha. Hot and humid weather conditions
will prevail today in parts of Bihar, Coastal Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka,
Gujarat, Gangetic West Bengal, Kerala, Mahe, Konkan, Goa and Manipur. As
per IMD, Delhi, Haryana, Chandigarh, Punjab and parts of Uttar Pradesh will
experience warm night conditions during the next 2 days.
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