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SHUKLA 13.04.2026

PREZ-VISIT

President Droupadi Murmu will be on a four-day visit to Gujarat and
Maharashtra beginning today. The President will attend the first
convocation ceremony of AIIMS Rajkot today. Tomorrow, President Murmu
will join the ‘Samajik Samrasta Mahotsava’ at Lok Bhavan, Gandhinagar on
the occasion of the birth anniversary of Dr BR Ambedkar. On the same day,
the President will attend the fifth convocation ceremony of Rashtriya
Raksha University at Gandhinagar.

On Wednesday, the President will attend the second convocation
ceremony of AIIMS Nagpur and later will be present at the valediction
ceremony of the 78th batch of Indian Revenue Service (Income Tax)
Officer Trainees at the National Academy of Direct Taxes, Nagpur. On the
16th of this month, President Murmu will attend the sixth convocation



ceremony of Mahatma Gandhi Antarrashtriya Hindi Vishwavidyalaya at
Wardha.
CB/PRIYA/0443

SHUKLA MP-I 13.04.2026
PM-NARI SHAKTI SAMMELAN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address Nari Shakti Vandan
Sammelan in New Delhi today. The National level conference is being
organised to reinforce the commitment towards greater participation of
women in shaping India’s development trajectory. It will highlight the
increasing role of women in governance and leadership across all levels,
from Panchayats to Parliament. The programme will also underscore the
importance of enhanced representation of women in decision-making
processes.

Women achievers from diverse fields will attend the event, along with
representatives from different sectors such as government, academia,
science, sports, entrepreneurship, media, social work and culture. The
Sammelan will highlight the role of women in India’s journey towards
becoming a developed nation by 2047.

In September 2023, Parliament passed the ‘Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam’ to enhance women’s representation in legislative bodies. The
Act provided for reservation of one-third of seats for women in Lok Sabha
and State Legislative Assemblies. With a focus on implementation of
women’s reservation across the country, a Parliament session will be
convened from the 16" of this month.

CB/PRIYA/0448

SHUKLA MP-1 13.04.2026
ASHA BHOSLE

The last rites of legendary singer Asha Bhosle will be performed at
Shivaji Park in Mumbai at 4 PM today with state honours. She passed away
yesterday at a Mumbai hospital at the age of 92. Asha Bhosle was
admitted to Breach Candy Hospital on Saturday evening due to chest
infection and exhaustion. Ashatai, as the legendary singer was popularly



known, was a recipient of the Padma Vibhushan and Maharashtra Bhushan
awards. People can pay their last respects to her at 11 am today at Casa
Grande, Lower Parel, where she lived. More from our correspondent:

In a splendid career spanning over eight decades, Asha Tai, as she
was fondly called, worked with numerous composers and carved

her niche in the Hindi film industry. Remarkably, in the first

decade of her career, Asha Bhosle sang more songs than any
other playback singer, although the majority were in small,
indistinct films. Renowned composer O. P. Nayyar is credited with
giving her a big break with Tumsa Nahin Dekha and Naya Daur in
1957. Thereafter, the duo did not look back and delivered many
blockbuster songs. By the end of the 1960s, Lata and Asha were
the two undisputed reigning queens of Hindi film music. However,
Asha Bhosle continued to be typecast in sensual songs. She also
worked extensively with stalwarts including Ravi, S. D. Burman,
Jaidev, Shankar-Jaikishan, Ilaiyaraaja and Bappi Lahiri for both

film and non-film songs.
The 1970s saw her collaboration with composer R. D.

Burman, also known as Pancham, marking the birth of a

legendary combination. Pancham, a master of pop, disco and
contemporary sounds, along with Asha Bhosle, delivered some of
the most iconic songs of the era. Unfortunately, Asha Tai again
found herself stereotyped, this time mainly in Western-styled
songs. However, composer Khayyam revealed a more lyrical side
of her voice. Their collaboration in Umrao Jaan earned Asha
Bhosle her first National Film Award.

She remained active in playback singing and later
collaborated with A. R. Rahman. The duo went on to deliver
several hits, including Rangeela and Lagaan, among others. Asha
Bhosle’s swift and splendid transition across genres, languages
and styles made her the true queen of versatility. Ankita Apte,

Akashvani News, Mumbai.

CB/ANKITA APTE/MUMBAI/MAIL/0514
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IPL CRICKET

In IPL Cricket, Royal Challengers Bengaluru defeated Mumbai Indians
by 18 runs in a league-stage match at the Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai
last night. Chasing a huge target of 241 runs set by the RCB, the MI
managed to score 222 runs at the loss of 5 wickets. For Mumbai, Sherfane
Rutherford's unbeaten innings of 71 runs off just 31 balls went in vain. For
RCB, Suyash Sharma bagged 2 wickets. Earlier, after being invited to bat
first, RCB scored 240 for 4 in the stipulated 20 overs. Opening batter Philip
Salt scored highest 78 runs, while Virat Kohli and skipper Rajat Patidar
made half-centuries. Philip Salt was declared Player of the Match.

In another match of the day, Gujarat Titans defeated Lucknow Super
Giants by 7 wickets at the Ekana Cricket Stadium in Lucknow this evening.
Chasing a target of 165 runs, Gujarat Titans overhauled the score in 18.4
overs with half-centuries from Shubman Gill and Jos Buttler. Prasidh
Krishna was adjudged Player of the Match.

In today's fixture, Sunrisers Hyderabad will take on Rajasthan Royals
at the Rajiv Gandhi International Stadium in Hyderabad. The match will
begin at 7:30 PM.

CB/CHIRAG/NET/0418
SHUKLA 13.04.2026

RIJIJU - NARI SHAKTI

Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju has said that promises to
India’s women cannot become politics of postponement. In a socila media
post, Mr Rijiju said that today, when it is time to deliver the Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam, hesitation and questions are being raised. He said that
he has written to senior Congress leader and Leader of the Opposition,
Rajya Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge, placing the facts on record and
reiterating the urgency of moving forward. He said that for decades,
women’s reservation remained a promise and this government turned it
into reality. He added that the necessary amendments linked to
delimitation are crucial to ensure that nation's Nari Shakti gets rightful
representation before 2029, and not pushed further into uncertainty.

Mr Rijiju said he has personally reached out, written and engaged
with leaders across parties. He said dialogue has happened but at some
point, intent must translate into action. He added that delaying
implementation in the name of process is nothing but delaying justice to



millions of women.
CB/SUPARNA/0414

SHUKLA : GOPAL MP-I
13.04.2026
WB - CAMPAIGNING

As campaigning intensifies ahead of the West Bengal assembly
elections, senior BJP leader and Union Home Minister Amit Shah will be on
a whirlwind campaign trail today across Birbhum and Paschim Bardhaman.
Mr Shah will begin campaigning at 12 noon with a public meeting at Pally
Mangal Club Ground in Sainthia, Birbhum. At around 1:15 PM, he will
address another gathering at Khayrasole in the same district at Gosto
Dangal Maidan Ground. After this, he will address another rally at Khandra
Football Maidan Ground in Paschim Bardhaman at around 2:35 PM. In
Durgapur, Mr Shah is scheduled to participate in a road show at 4 PM,
starting from Bhagat Singh More to Chandi Das Market. The day will
conclude with an organizational meeting at 8 PM at Fortune Park
Pushpanijali in Durgapur.

With the assembly elections drawing near, these events underline
BJP’s desire to strengthen their presence in key districts and also their
determination to connect directly with the voters.

On the other hand, Trinamool Congress (TMC) supremo Mamata
Banerjee is also scheduled to hold multiple campaign programs across the
state today. According to the party sources, she will hold a rally at Suri in
Birbhum district at around 11:30 in the morning. Later, she will hold a rally
at Galsi in Purba Bardhaman at around 12:30 PM. Ms Banerjee is also
scheduled to lead a march in support of her candidates in Bankura at
around 01:30 PM. After this, she will hold a rally in Durgapur at around
02:30 PM.

CB/SANDIPON DASGUPTA/KOLKATA/MAIL/0400

EVE. PM - WB RALLY

Senior BJP leader and Prime Minister Narendra Modi alleged that the
ruling Trinamool Congress (TMC) allotted six thousand crore rupees for
Madrasas while failing to provide a budget for the development of North
Bengal. Addressing a public rally at Kawakhali in Siliguri today, Mr Modi
stated that the region has been neglected in the tourism, connectivity, and



industrial sectors, accusing the TMC of engaging in appeasement politics.

The Prime Minister further alleged that the TMC has ignored the
welfare of tea garden workers and the Adivasi community in North Bengal.
Mr Modi assured the residents that, if voted to power in the state
government, BJP government would prioritize the construction of hospitals,
medical colleges, and universities in the region. Highlighting local talent, he
referred to Padma Award nominee Nagendranath Roy for his contributions
to the Rajbanshi language, and Siliguri resident Richa Ghosh, a prominent
cricketer and member of the recent World Cup-winning Indian women's
team.

Mr Modi noted that while a one-lakh-crore-rupee fund has been
allocated for the development of Adivasi communities nationwide, the TMC
has failed to utilize these funds or implement piped drinking water projects
in West Bengal's tribal areas. He also assured the Matua and Namasudra
communities that they would receive citizenship under the CAA once the
BJP comes to power in the state.

Concluding his speech, the Prime Minister raised concerns regarding
infiltration into West Bengal, alleging that the TMC is using infiltrators as a
dedicated vote bank.



