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NEELAM DP-1 17.04.2026

NOTIFIED-WOMEN RESERVATION ACT

The One Hundred and Sixth Constitutional Amendment Act, 2023,
Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam has come into force from today. In 2023,
the Parliament passed the act, marking a historic milestone in its national
journey to foster equitable representation of women in public life at all
levels of the federal structure. This landmark legislation rotationally
reserves one-third of all seats for women in Lok Sabha, and in all State
Legislative Assemblies, including Legislative Assembly of National Capital
Territory of Delhi.

SAKLEN/1203 HRS

VISHNU DP-I 17.04.2026
PM SUBHASHITAM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today asserted that feminine power is
the hallmark of a strong India. Mr Modi said this while sharing a Sanskrit
Subhashitam in a social media post, highlighting the strength and
contribution of Nari Shakti. The Prime Minsiter noted that the Mothers,



Sisters, and Daughters of the nation are enhancing the pride of
Bharatvarsha in every field today with their unbreakable resolve, devotion,
and spirit of service.

<><><> VISHNU/1059 HRS
NEELAM :: MADHVI DPP 17.04.2026
LS WOMEN'S RESERVATION

Lok Sabha today resumed discussion on Constitution (One Hundred
and Thirty-First Amendment) Bill, 2026, the Delimitation Bill, 2026, and the
Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026. The three bills are
intended to increase the participation of women in the Lok Sabha and the
assemblies of States and Union Territories. Voting on the three bills is
scheduled to take place this afternoon.

Participating in the debate, DMK MP K Kanimozhi opposed the bills
saying it is shocking that Centre notified the women's reservation law,
passed in 2023, last night. She questioned the need for this move when
discussion is taking place on Women’s Reservation in Parliament. Ms
Kanimozhi alleged that government has introduced the three bills in this
special sitting in order to disrupt the ongoing elections in Tamil Nadu and
other states. She claimed that these bills are disguised as if they are in
support of women'’s reservation, but are actually against the Indian federal
structure. She asked why the Delimitation Bill is not being placed in Tamil
Nadu legislature if the government is confident that the Delimitation Bill is
fair.

Congress MP Shashi Tharoor said today, nation stands at the
threshold of near unanimous political consensus in favour of women'’s
reservation. He expressed concern that implementation of women'’s
reservation has been tethered to the expansion of Parliament and to
numbers from the 2011 Census and an exercise of delimitation. The
discussion is underway.
<><>SUPARNA/ DIPENDRA/ MAIL/ 1152 HRS
NEELAM :: MADHVI DPP 17.04.2026
RIJIJU- WPR

Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju has said that the Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam notification has been issued to implement old laws that
were not implemented earlier. Speaking to media at the Parliament
premises, Mr. Rijiju emphasized that this is part of an ongoing process and
further urged the Opposition not to politicize the matter.

BYTE- RIJIJU- IN NSD WHATSAPP



<><><> VISHNU/ MAIL/ 1149 HRS

NEELAM :: MADHVI DPP 17.04.2026
RS - HARIVANSH

Harivansh has been elected as Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha
for the third consecutive time. He was elected unopposed. Leader of the
House in the Rajya Sabha J P Nadda moved the motion to choose
Harivansh as the Deputy Chairman of the Upper House.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi congratulated Harivansh for being
elected as the Deputy Chairman for the third time. Mr Modi said, the
experience Harivansh brought to the House over the years has been duly
endorsed today. He said, everyone has witnessed the House becoming
more effective under his leadership. The Prime Minister said that his
wisdom has contributed to making the atmosphere of the House more
mature and constructive. Mr Modi expressed confidence that his new
tenure as Deputy Chairman will continue with the same spirit and
dedication. He said that with the collective efforts of all the MPs, the
dignity of the House will reach even greater heights.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)

Leader of the opposition in the Rajya Sabha, Mallikarjun kharge also
congratulated Harivansh. He said, Harivansh is the first nominated member
to assume this office. Mr Kharge expressed concern that the post of
Deputy Speaker in the Lok Sabha has remained vacant since 2019. He
ex[pressed hope that the deputy chairman will look after the interests of
the Opposition and allocate them adequate time within the House.

(Byte - Harivansh)

<><>DIPENDRA/SUPARNA/ MAIL/ 1153 HRS

NEELAM DP-I 17.04.2026
VP-RADHAKRISHNAN

Vice President C P Radhakrishnan has paid tribute to former
President, Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, on his death anniversary today. In
a social media post, the Vice President said that Dr Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan was an eminent philosopher, distinguished statesman, and
one of India’s greatest teachers. The Vice President added that Dr
Radhakrishnan dedicated his life to the pursuit of knowledge and the



shaping of young minds. The Vice President said that his life remains a
testament to the power of learning, humility, and service to the nation. He
wished that Dr Radhakrishnan’s enduring legacy motivate all to uphold the
values of wisdom, integrity, and compassion in the lives.

SAKLEN/1047 HRS

SHUKLA::BK DP-I 17.04.2026
WB CAMPAIGN

With Assembly elections approaching, campaigning across West
Bengal is in full swing. Trinamool Congress leader and Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee will hold two public meetings today - one in Cooch Behar
North and another in Cooch Behar South - followed by a road show in
Durgapur West. Later in the afternoon, she is scheduled to address a rally
at Dum Dum Central Jail Ground. On the other hand, for BJP Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis will reach in the state today. He will hold
a press conference in the morning, meet with business leaders in the
afternoon, and later join a roadshow in Kasba before addressing a rally in
Entally this evening.

Sandipon Dasgupta/Kolkata/MAIL/0940

SHUKLA DP-II 17.04.2026

TRUMP - IRAN- VICTORY

US President Donald Trump said that the United States is heading
towards victory very shortly against Iran while making strong remarks on
military developments involving Iran and past US operations in the region.

Speaking at an event, Trump suggested progress in ongoing strategic
actions and claimed significant degradation of Iranian capabilities. He
described Iran as a tough, smart country while asserting that its military
capacity had been severely reduced and they (Iran) have no Navy left.
Trump also referred to past US military actions targeting Iranian
commanders, including Gholamreza Soleimani, head of the Basij
paramilitary force. He alleged that Soleimani was responsible for attacks on
US personnel and referenced wounded American soldiers. The remarks
come amid heightened tensions in West Asia and ongoing diplomatic and
security developments involving the United States and Iran, including
ceasefire-related negotiations and maritime security concerns.



VISHAL/ANI/0930

SHUKLA MP-II 17.04.2026
ISRAEL-LEBANON CEASEFIRE

US President Donald Trump has announced a 10-day ceasefire
between Israel and Lebanon. The announcement followed what Trump
described as excellent conversations with Lebanese President Joseph Aoun
and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, both of whom he said
agreed to the pause in order to pursue peace. Trump has also invited both
leaders to the White House for the first meaningful talks between the two
countries since 1983.

The ceasefire grew out of direct negotiations that began Tuesday,
when the Lebanese and Israeli ambassadors to the United States held an
in-person meeting in Washington, the first direct diplomatic contact
between the two countries in decades. Netanyahu confirmed he had
agreed to the temporary ceasefire but stressed that Israeli forces would
remain in southern Lebanon, saying the country needed an expanded
security zone to prevent attacks on Israel.

CB/VINOD KUMAR/DUBAI/MAIL/0410
SHUKLA MP-1 17.04.2026

IMD- WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heat wave
conditions over Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, North Interior
Karnataka and Rayalaseema today. The Weather Agency has also issued
an orange alert for thunderstorms accompanied with hailstorms over
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh for today. The Met
Department has predicted thunderstorms accompanied with lightning and
gusty winds over Sub Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim, Uttarakhand, Parts
of North East, Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and Rajasthan till tomorrow.
Similar conditions are expected to prevail over Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi,
Karnataka and Punjab today. Furthermore, IMD said hot and humid
weather is expected over Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Coastal Karnataka,
Gujarat State, Kerala, Mahe, Konkan, Goa, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry
and Karaikal today.



ISHANI/ 0704

SHUKLA DP-1I 17.04.2026
UN CHIEF

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres welcomed the
announcement of a ceasefire between Israel and Lebanon, while
commending the role of the United States in facilitating the agreement. In
a post on social media, Guterres expressed hope that the ceasefire will
pave the way for negotiations towards a long-term solution to the conflict
& contribute to ongoing efforts toward a lasting & comprehensive peace in
the region.

The Secretary-General also called on all parties to uphold the truce.
He also urge everyone to fully respect the ceasefire and to comply with
international law at all times. The remarks by the Secretary General come
alongside ongoing diplomatic efforts led by the United States to stabilise
the Israel-Lebanon border after a 10-day ceasefire was announced
following intensive negotiations involving Washington, Tel Aviv, and Beirut.
VISHAL/ANI/0935
SHUKLA DP-I 17.04.2026
DAY PM- CHANDRA SHEKHAR

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Vice President C P Radhakrishnan
today paid tribute to former Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar on his birth
anniversary. In a social media post, Prime Minister Modi said that this year
marks the beginning of his 100th birth anniversary, and it is an occasion to
reaffirm the nation’s commitment to realising his vision of a prosperous and
just India. The Prime Minister said Chandra Sekhar remained as a mass
leader endowed with courage, conviction and a deep commitment to
democratic values.

The Prime Minister said he remained firmly rooted in the soil of India
and was sensitive to the aspirations of ordinary citizens, bringing simplicity
and clarity to public life. Mr Modi also recalled his interactions with the late
leader, during which they exchanged views on national development. He
called upon the youth of the country to learn more about Chandra Shekhar
thoughts and his contributions to India’s progress. Meanwhile, Vice
President C P Radhakrishnan paid floral tribute to the former Prime Minister



Chandra Shekhar in New Delhi.
ISHANI/0915

NEELAM DP-I 17.04.2026
VP-SRI LANKA VISIT

Vice President C P Radhakrishnan will be on a two day-visit to Sri
Lanka from 19" of this month. This will be the first bilateral visit by the
Vice President to Sri Lanka. During his visit, Mr Radhakrishnan will call on
the President of Sri Lanka, Anura Kumara Disanayaka. He will also meet Sri
Lankan Prime Minister, Dr Harini Amarasuriya, as well as other dignitaries
and Indian diaspora leaders. Sri Lanka is a key partner in India’s Vision
MAHASAGAR as well as its Neighbourhood First Policy. The visit of the Vice
President to Sri Lanka follows recent high-level engagements between the
two nations and will further reinforce the millenia-old people-to-people ties
that bind India and Sri Lanka.

SAKLEN/1129 HRS



