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BHUVNESH :: KAMINI DP-I 28.04.2026
REV PM-SIKKIM VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi stated that the government has placed
the highest priority on improving connectivity and infrastructure in Sikkim.
Addressing the closing ceremony of the state’s 50th Year of Statehood
celebrations at Paljor Stadium in Gangtok, he described Sikkim as the heaven
of the East. The Prime Minister highlighted the state’s immense tourism
potential and reaffirmed the Centre’s commitment to fully developing these
opportunities for the benefit of its people. He also noted that Sikkim’s success
in organic and natural farming has become a model for the entire country. Mr.
Modi emphasized the government’s dedication to providing affordable
healthcare, mentioning that free Ayushman cards are being distributed to the
poor and to citizens aged 70 and above under the Ayushman Bharat initiative.
Praising the youth of Sikkim, he said they have demonstrated their talent on
larger platforms in sports such as football, boxing, and archery. He added
that initiatives like Khelo India and Fit India Movement are providing
opportunities for young people to develop their abilities. Encouraging citizens
across the country to visit Sikkim, the Prime Minister urged them to purchase
local products, reinforcing the spirit of the Vocal for Local initiative. He also
commended the people of Sikkim for maintaining exceptional cleanliness.
Referring to the Northeast as the “Ashtalakshmi” of the nation, Mr. Modi said
that ongoing and upcoming projects would significantly transform the lives of
people in the region. During the event, he inaugurated and laid the
foundation stones for multiple development projects worth 4,000 crore
rupees, along with six cricket academies across the Northeast. A vibrant
cultural performance titled “1000 Steps of Unity,” featuring over 1,500
artists, showcased the rich art and culture of the country. The Prime Minister
praised the performance as a true reflection of the spirit of Ek Bharat,
Shreshtha Bharat.

Governor of Sikkim Om Prakash Mathur, Chief Minister Prem Singh
Tamang Golay, ministers of Sikkim, MPs have also attended the event. Chief
Minister Prem Singh Tamang expressed gratitude to the Prime Minister for



the development initiatives in the state and reaffirmed Sikkim’s commitment
to contributing to the vision of a Viksit Bharat. Earlier in the day, the Prime
Minister played football with local youth and visited the Orchidarium at Ridge
Park in Gangtok.
<><><> MANAS/ GANGTOK/MAIL/1152 HRS
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REV. PM - VARANASI VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be on a two-day visit to Uttar Pradesh
beginning today. Mr Modi will reach his parliamentary constituency Varanasi
this evening and participate in Mahila Sammelan, where he will inaugurate
and lay the foundation stone of various development projects worth around
6,350 crore rupees. He will also address the gathering on the occasion. Our
correspondent reports that Mahima Sammelan will witness the presence of
women in large numbers from across the region.
(V/C- SUSHIL)

More than 40 thousand women are expected to take part in
the sammelan and the security of the PM’s function will also be
managed by women security personal. On this occasion Prime

Minister will launch many development programs related to his
constituency which includes 30 rural drinking water schemes

under the Jal Jeevan Mission, the redevelopment of Chandrawati
Ghat, tourism development of Sarangnath Temple near Sarnath,
and beautification and renovation works of Sant Ravidas Park,
Nagwa. To promote sports activities in the region PM will also
inauqurate a synthetic hockey turf at UP College. Prime Minister
will inaugurate the Sowa Rigpa Bhawan and Hospital at the
Central University of Tibetan Studies, reflecting a commitment to
integrating traditional medicine with modern healthcare systems.
Prime Minister will lay the foundation stone of over 112 projects
worth around rupees 5,300 crore which include development of
tourism __ facilities at key ghats including Assi _Ghat,
Dashashwamedh Ghat, _and Namo Ghat. Prime Minister will
transfer over rupees 105 crore as bonus to milk suppliers of Uttar
Pradesh associated with Banas Dairy and flagq off two new trains
also. Tomorrow morning, Prime Minister will perform darshan and
pooja at Shri Kashi Vishawanath temple in Varanasi. Thereafter.
Prime Minister will travel to Hardoi and inaugurate Ganga
Expressway. SUSHIL CHANDRA TIWARI, AAKASHWANI NEWS,




VARANASIL.

Prime Minister Modi will flag off two new Amrit Bharat Express trains
linking Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra this evening. Mr
Modi will also lay the foundation stone of the Varanasi -Pandit Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Junction third and fourth railway line project, including the
construction of a rail-cum-road bridge over the Ganga River. A report:
(V/C-- ANAND KUMAR IN GNR MAIL)

The Amrit Bharat Express trains which are being launched
will connect Banaras- Hadapsar in Pune _and Ayodhya- Lokmanya
Tilak Terminus in Mumbai.These trains will provide affordable and
modern travel options and enhance connectivity between Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and Maharashtra. The Banaras-Pune
service will facilitate easier access to Kashi Vishwanath Dham,

while the Ayodhya-Mumbai service will improve connectivity to
the Shri Ram Mandir Teerth Kshetra, strengthening links between
key religious destinations.With the launch of these two new
services, the total number of operational Amrit Bharat Express
trains will rise to 66.

While the project related to the laying of third and fourth
railway line will improve access to Kashi Vishwanath Dham,
National Highway-19 and strengthen rail connectivity with
eastern Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. Anand Kumar for Akashvani
News, Varanasi.

Tomorrow, Mr Modi will perform darshan and pooja at Shri Kashi
Vishawanath temple in Varanasi.

During the second leg of the visit, the Prime Minister will travel to
Hardoi on the same day and will inaugurate the Ganga Expressway. It is a
594-kilometre-long, 6-lane access-controlled greenfield high-speed corridor
built at a total cost of over thirty six thousand crore rupees.

SUSHIL CHANDRA TIWARI/VARANASI/MAIL/CB/ANAND
KUMAR/MAIL/0607

BHUVNESH DP-I 28.04.2026
GOYAL - CRITICAL MINERALS

Secretary, Ministry of Mines, Piyush Goyal today said that India is
stepping up efforts to secure critical minerals vital for clean energy, advanced
technologies and economic resilience. Addressing the summit on ‘Developing
the Critical Minerals Value Chain for a Sustainable Future’ in New Delhi, he
underscored the need to build end-to-end value chains and tap secondary




resources such as mine waste and tailings. He said the National Critical
Minerals Mission aims to ensure long-term supply through reforms spanning
exploration, auctions, processing and recycling. He noted that hundreds of
exploration projects have been undertaken and mineral block auctions have
surged in recent years. Emphasizing the need for domestic processing
capacity, he said that without value chains, even sourced minerals cannot be
fully utilized. Mr Goyal added that India is on a transformative journey to
create resilient and sustainable supply chains for the future.

BHUVNESH DP-1 28.04.2026

RAJNATH- SCO MEETING (EARLY)

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today highlighted the importance of
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) in today’s world where worldview
appears fractured and countries are becoming increasingly inward-looking.
Speaking at the SCO Defence Ministers’ Meeting in Bishkek in Kyrgyzstan, the
Defence Minister said that the SCO is the home to some of the world’s most
ancient civilisations. The Minister said that our region radiates the
entrepreneurial spirit of ancient trade routes and the bravery and courage of
our people. He stated that India shares a unique ethos where civilisations
criss-cross, communities interact and commerce intertwines with
inter-cultural exchanges. Remembering the victims of the heinous terrorist
attack in Pahalgam, Mr Singh said that during Operation Sindoor, India
demonstrated its firm resolve that terrorism epicentres are no longer immune
to justifiable punishment. He highlighted that last year the Tianjin Declaration
brought out our firm and collective stance against terrorism.

Byte- Rajanth Singh
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DAY IPL
In IPL Cricket, Punjab Kings will face Rajasthan Royals at Mullanpur in New
Chandigarh this evening. The match will start at 7:30 PM. Yesterday, Royal
Challengers Bengaluru defeated Delhi Capitals by 9 wickets in a one-sided
encounter at Arun Jaitley Stadium in Delhi. After being invited to bat first,
Delhi Capitals were bundled out for just 75 runs in 16.3 overs. For RCB, Josh
Hazlewood bagged highest 4 wickets, while Bhuvneshwar Kumar also picked
up 3 wickets. In the second innings, RCB achieved the target in the seventh
over with 9 wickets in hand. Partnership between local boy Virat Kohli and
Devdutt Padikkal made it easier for the Men in Red to chase the target. Josh



Hazlewood was adjudged Player of the Match for his wicket taking spell.
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