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PM - MANN KI BAAT: Prime Minister Narendra Modi today lauded the
country’s nuclear scientists for enhancing India's pride with the Fast
Breeder Reactor in Kalpakkam, Tamil Nadu, achieving Criticality.
Addressing the nation in his Mann Ki Baat programme on Akashvani, Mr
Modi said Criticality is the stage during which a reactor successfully attains
a self-sustaining nuclear chain reaction for the first time. This stage
signifies the reactor entering the operational phase. Prime Minister Modi
termed this a historic milestone in India's nuclear energy journey. He
highlighted that the nuclear reactor is built entirely using indigenous
technology. He elaborated that in addition to generating energy, the
Breeder Reactor also produces new fuel for the future. He recalled
witnessing the core loading of the reactor in Kalpakkam in March 2024. He



congratulated everyone who had made invaluable contributions to India's
nuclear programme. The Prime Minister said the nation's scientists are
advancing the Civil Nuclear Programme and making a significant
contribution to nation-building. He said this has benefited industrial growth,
the energy sector, and the healthcare sector. He added that India's Civil
Nuclear Programme has helped everyone from agriculture to modern
innovators. Prime Minister Modi also spoke about the power of wind
energy, saying that this power is propelling India forward. He was pleased
to note that India has recently achieved a major milestone in wind energy.
India's wind energy generation capacity has now exceeded 56 gigawatts.
Mr. Modi underlined that in the last year alone, nearly 6 gigawatts of new
capacity have been added. He said India is progressing rapidly in wind
energy, ranking fourth in the world in wind energy capacity. Mr Modi
highlighted that many States in the country, including Gujarat, Tamil Nadu,
Maharashtra, and Rajasthan, are blazing a trail in this sector. Large
renewable energy parks are coming up in areas such as Kutch, Patan, and
Banaskantha in Gujarat. The Prime Minister expressed satisfaction that the
youth are benefiting from new opportunities and avenues for employment.
He stated that solar and wind energy are essential for India's development

In today’s episode of Mann Ki Baat, Prime Minister Modi highlighted
the ongoing Census campaign. He said every Indian must be aware of the
Census campaign, which is the world's largest census. Mr Modi elaborated
that the Census 2027 has been made digital and all information is being
recorded directly in digital form. The enumerators going door-to-door have
a mobile app to enter all the information. The Prime Minister noted that the
Census has been made easier this time, wherein people can enter their
information themselves. This facility will open for people 15 days before
the enumerator's arrival. People can enter the information as per their
convenience. After completing the process, they will receive a special ID on
their mobile or email. Later, when the enumerator visits their home, people
can verify the information by showing this ID. Mr Modi said this will save
time and simplify the process. He shared that in States where self-
enumeration has been completed, Census staff have also begun
enumerating households. House listings for approximately one crore,
twenty lakh families have been completed so far. He said the national
census is not just a government task, but the responsibility of everybody.
He said people’s participation is crucial and assured that the information
provided is completely secure, confidential, and protected with digital



security. He urged everyone to participate in this process and make Census
2027 a success.

Mr Modi said the month of May is beginning on a pious note with
Buddha Purnima being celebrated on the first of May. He extended his best
wishes to all, saying that the message of Lord Buddha remains as relevant
today. He said Buddha’s teachings have become even more important amid
the tensions and conflicts the world is going through today. Mr Modi noted
that during the last few years, inspiring stories of nature conservation have
emerged from different parts of the country. He shared some examples
with the listeners of 'Mann Ki Baat' today. He spoke about the Rann of
Kutch, where lakhs of flamingos arrive every year as soon as the monsoons
end. He said the entire area turns pink, and, therefore, the name 'Flamingo
City' has been given. Mr Modi also mentioned the Terai region of Uttar
Pradesh, where herds of elephants approach villages during the harvest
season. He said this increases the risk of conflict, but efforts like "Gaj
Mitra" have now begun in Uttar Pradesh. Villagers themselves form teams
to monitor elephants and alert people in time. This is reducing conflict and
increasing public trust.

The Prime Minister shared a piece of good news from Central India,
highlighting the reappearance of blackbucks in Chhattisgarh. He said 'their
numbers had dwindled significantly, but continued efforts have led to
increased conservation. Today, they are once again seen roaming the open
fields.'

The Prime Minister also spoke about the success of the Northeast in
the Bamboo sector. He elaborated that what was once viewed as a burden
is now giving new impetus to employment, business, and innovation.

Prime Minister Modi emphasised that Beating Retreat is an important
part of the festivities of the Republic Day. He said this ceremony
showcases the diverse musical traditions of different bands. Mr Modi noted
that over the past few years, the inclusion of Indian music has increased,
which is being liked by people across the country. This year's Beating
Retreat ceremony was also memorable, with the Air Force, Army, Navy,
and CAPF bands giving excellent performances. The Prime Minister
announced that a highly commendable initiative has been undertaken, and



the music of Beating Retreat is available on WAVES OTT.The Prime Minister
also shared that the National Archives of India has digitised and made
public over 20 crore invaluable documents. He highlighted that these
documents include 7th-century Gilgit manuscripts written on Bhoj Patra,
and an interesting 8th-century text, Siribhoovalay. The documents also
include some significant letters related to Rani Lakshmibai, revealing some
decisions she made in 1857. There are many documents related to Netaji's
life, the Azad Hind Fauj, and his speeches. Many documents are related to
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, including important information related to
the establishment of BHU and the Hindi Sahitya Sammelan. Many unique
documents related to the Constituent Assembly are also available.

The nation will celebrate Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore's birth anniversary
on the 9th of May on the occasion of 'Pochishe Boishakh'. Mr Modi paid
tributes to Gurudev Tagore, saying he was a multifaceted personality who
shaped many renowned institutions. He said Gurudev Tagore advocated for
industries that provided sustainable employment and benefited villages. He
added that the influence of Rabindra Sangeet continues worldwide even
today. The Prime Minister said that the month of May also reminds
everyone of the First War of Independence of 1857. He saluted all the
brave freedom fighters who awakened the spirit of patriotism among the
people.

GOVT- WHEAT PRODCUTION: In response to certain media reports
regarding the wheat production scenario for 2025-26, the Government has
clarified that the wheat production remains mixed and resilient in the
country, despite weather-related challenges in some regions. The Ministry
of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, said that the wheat season has been
supported by strong adaptive measures taken by farmers. It added that
the crop was sown across an estimated over 33.4 million hectares, with no
reported incidence of major insect pests or diseases during the season.
Increased early and timely sowing also contributed to a rise in acreage
compared to last year. However, the crop experienced heat stress due to
unusually high temperatures in February, which reduced grain filling
duration and yield.

DAY TRUMP ATTACK: US President Donald Trump and other top White



House officials were evacuated unharmed from the annual dinner of White
House correspondents after a man armed with multiple weapons fired
shots outside the ballroom of a hotel in Washington DC. Secret Service
officials and other security personnel covered the President, First Lady
Melania Trump, Vice President J D Vance, and the Second Lady Usha
Vance and escorted them out of the ballroom. Several guests at the dinner.

IPL CRICKET

In IPL Cricket, Sunrisers Hyderabad defeated Rajasthan Royals by 5
wickets at the Sawai Mansingh Stadium in Jaipur last night. Chasing a
target of 229 runs set by the Royals, Sunrisers reached the target in just
18.3 overs. Ishan Kishan was the top scorer for the visitors with 74 off 31
balls. Abhishek Sharma scored 57 runs. Put into bat first, riding on a
blistering knock of 103 off 37 balls by Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, the Royals
posted 228 for 6 in the stipulated 20 overs.

Earlier, in an another match, Punjab Kings defeated Delhi Capitals by
six wickets at the Arun Jaitley Stadium in New Delhi. Punjab Kings achieved
the target of 265 runs in 18.5 overs, which is the record for the highest
successful run chase in T20 cricket history.

In a double-header today, Chennai Super Kings will host Gujarat
Titans at the MA Chidambaram Stadium in Chennai. In the second match
of the day, Lucknow Super Giants will take on Kolkata Knight Riders at the
Bharat Ratna Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ekana Cricket Stadium in Lucknow.

SECOND PHASE OF POLLING IN WB

The Election Commission has rolled out unprecedented security
measures for the second phase of the assembly polls. Apart from using
drones fitted with camera for the first time ever in any election a total of
2,321 companies of central forces are being deployed across the state,
supported by 142 general observers, 95 police observers, and 100
expenditure observers.

Kolkata will see the highest deployment, with 273 companies under
its police jurisdiction.



