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NSD
PM UP VISIT:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will today inaugurate the 594-km Ganga
Expressway in Hardoi, Uttar Pradesh, linking Meerut to Prayagraj through
12 districts. Mr Modi will also address the gathering on the occasion. Built
at a cost of 36 thousand 230 crore rupees, the six-lane Ganga Expressway
will cut travel time between the two cities by nearly half. The Expressway
stretches 594 kilometres from Bijauli village in Meerut to Judapur Dandu in
Prayagraj, traversing 12 districts and connecting western, central, and
eastern Uttar Pradesh. Developed by the Uttar Pradesh Expressways
Industrial Development Authority (UPEIDA), the six-lane access-controlled
corridor is designed for speeds up to 120 km per hour. It is expected to
significantly enhance mobility for both passengers and freight, while linking



the state more directly to the National Capital Region. Uttar Pradesh
government has positioned the Ganga Expressway as an expressway-cum-
industrial growth corridor, with 12 planned industrial nodes along its route.
This initiative is aimed at reducing logistics costs, improving supply chain
efficiency, and stimulating development in traditionally less-industrialised
districts such as Hardoi, Unnao, Rae Bareli, and Pratapgarh. A notable
feature is a 3.5-km airstrip in Shahjahanpur district, built for Indian Air
Force emergency use and disaster response.

WEST BENGAL SECOND POLLING

The second and final phase of assembly elections will be held in West
Bengal today. The polling, which will begin at 7 AM, will continue till 6 PM.
The assembly segments that will vote in the second phase cover eight
electoral districts, including Kolkata North, Kolkata South, Howrah, Nadia,
North 24 Parganas, South 24 Parganas, Hooghly and Purba Bardhaman. A
total of 1,448 candidates are in the fray for 142 assembly seats in this
phase. Over 3.22 crore electors are eligible to cast their votes. Out of them
over 4.12 lakh are first-time voters in the age group of 18 to 19 years.
Around 3,200 voters are aged 100 years and above. Election Commission
has made elaborate arrangements to ensure free and fair polling. It has
deployed around 2,500 companies of Central Armed Police Forces along
with over 6,000 Quick Response Teams to ensure law and order during
polling. Strict monitoring and rapid response systems have been activated
to prevent any disturbances during the election process. CCTV cameras
have been installed at every polling station to monitor voting. The first
phase of polling in West Bengal registered a record voter turnout of 93.19
per cent on April 23. The counting for all four states - Keralam, Assam,
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu and one Union Territory Puducherry will be held

on May 4.
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ASHWINI-AI HUB

Railways, Electronics and Information Technology, and Information
and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has said that country is rapidly
emerging as a trusted global electronics-manufacturing partner under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Make in India vision. Mr. Vaishnaw along



with Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu laid the
foundation stone of Google Cloud India AI Hub in Visakhapatnam
yesterday.

Addressing the gathering, Mr. Vaishnaw said the country is marching
ahead with large-scale electronics manufacturing, semiconductor
production, advanced chip design, and artificial intelligence technologies.
He said the country had earlier missed opportunities in electronics
manufacturing, semiconductor production, and hardware development.
However, focused policy support and strong political leadership have
transformed the sector significantly during recent years. He highlighted
that smart phones have now become country's single largest exported
product, reflecting the country’'s growing strength in electronics
manufacturing and global supply chains.

(S/B-ASWINI-ELECTRONICS MANUFACTURING)

The minister urged global technology companies to view India as a
dependable sourcing, development, design and manufacturing destination.
He said country is capable of manufacturing modules, finished products,
components, servers, and advanced electronic equipment with quality and
competitive costs. Mr. Vaishnaw appealed to technology companies,
including Google, to manufacture servers, GPU systems, and memory chips
within the country to support the rapidly expanding data center
ecosystem.The Minister also announced that the South Coast Railway Zone
would be officially notified on 1st June this year fulfilling a major
commitment made to Andhra Pradesh. Mr. Vaishnaw also revealed plans
for high-speed bullet train connectivity linking Amaravati with Hyderabad
and Chennai, significantly reducing travel time between the cities. The
Minister said Andhra Pradesh received a railway budget allocation
exceeding 10 thouand 134 crore rupees, compared with just 886 crore
rupees during the undivided Andhra Pradesh period. He said railway
projects worth more than one lakh crore rupees are currently under
implementation across the state.

<><><>ALLU MURALI/VIJAYWADA/CB/MAIL/0429 HRS
SJ MP-1 29.04.2026
GOYAL- WORLD IP DAY

Union Minister for Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal has said that
innovation and Intellectual Property (IP) must go hand in hand to unlock



country's full IP potential, and called for converting every new idea into a
protected asset. Addressing the valedictory session of World Intellectual
Property Day 2026 in New Delhi yesterday, the Minister urged innovators,
students and stakeholders to actively register their ideas through patents,
trademarks and other IP instruments.

(BYTE - PIYUSH GOYAL)

Mr Goyal announced that the fees for intellectual property
registrations related to sports will be waived for a period of three years.
The Minister said that the decision has been taken as a special measure to
promote innovation in the sports ecosystem of the country. He said, this
initiative aims to encourage young innovators and entrepreneurs to protect
and commercialise their ideas, while strengthening the overall IP
ecosystem.

(BYTE - PIYUSH GOYAL)

The Minister emphasised that intellectual property enhances value
creation, citing examples from the sports sector where structured IP
frameworks, branding and media rights have significantly increased
economic returns. He added that registering ideas not only safeguards
innovation but also enables better monetisation through franchising and
wider market access.

<><>SAKLEN/ROHAN/CB/0431 HRS

SJ MP-I 29.04.2026
PRESIDENT - VISIT ATAL TUNNEL

In view of adverse weather conditions, President Droupadi Murmu’s
proposed visit to Atal Tunnel, Rohtang today has been cancelled. According
to official sources, the decision was taken on security grounds due to
continuous deteriorating weather, strong winds, and the possibility of
rain/snowfall in the region. During her visit to Himachal Pradesh, President
Murmu was scheduled to inspect the Atal Tunnel and interact with officials
of the Border Roads Organisation (BRO).

RITESH KAPOOR SHIMLA/CB/MAIL/0423 HRS

SC-ADMISSION
The Supreme Court yesterday upheld the mandatory admission of



students under the Right to Education Act, calling it a national mission. The
court said that neighbourhood schools, including private unaided
institutions, are legally bound to admit students allotted by the state
government without delay. A bench of Justices PS Narasimha and Alok
Aradhe observed that denying admission to children from weaker and
disadvantaged sections violates their fundamental right to education under
Article 21A of the Constitution.

The court emphasised that 25 per cent reservation for such students
under the RTE Act has the potential to transform the social structure of
society and promote equality. It added that effective implementation of the
law is essential to ensure free and compulsory education.

The apex court dismissed an appeal filed by a Lucknow-based private
school that had refused admission to a student despite her selection under
the RTE framework. Upholding the High Court’s decision, the bench said
schools cannot question or override eligibility decisions made by
government authorities. The court also stated that once the state forwards
the list of selected students, schools have no option but to grant
admission. It warned that any obstruction would render the right to
education an empty promise.

<><><>TAPAN/CB/PTI/0433 HRS
SKS NP-II 28.04.2026
NT. IPL RESULT

In IPL Cricket, Rajasthan Royals defeated Punjab Kings by six wickets
at New Chandigarh tonight. Chasing a target of 223 runs set by Punjab
Kings, Rajasthan Royals scored 228 for 4 in 19.2 overs. For Rajasthan
Royals, Donovan Ferreira was the highest scorer with an unbeaten 52 runs.
Yashasvi Jaiswal made 51 runs while Vaibhav Sooryavanshi scored 43 runs
off 16 balls. For Punjab Kings, Yuzvendra Chahal took 3 wickets. Earlier,
Rajasthan Royals won the toss and opted to bowl. Put into bat, Punjab
Kings scored 222 for four in stipulated 20 overs. Marcus Stoinis was the top
scorer with an unbeaten 62 runs followed by Prabhsimran Singh who
contributed 59 runs. For Rajasthan Royals, Yash Raj Punja scalped 2
wickets. Donovan Ferreira was adjudged Player of the Match. Tomorrow,
Mumbai Indians will take on Sunrisers Hyderabad at the Wankhede
Stadium in Mumbai. The match will begin at 07.30 pm local time.

<>CB/NET/2333 HRS



