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MORN.WB-FIRST PHASE POLLING: The first phase of polling for the West Bengal
Assembly elections will be held in 152 seats covering 16 districts tomorrow.Our
correspondent reports that one thousand four hundred seventy-eight candidates are
contesting the elections in this phase. "The Election Commission of India has
made all arrangements to conduct a free, fair and peaceful election. Votes will
be conducted in forty four thousand three hundred seventy six booths
including nearly three thousand auxiliary booths. Five thousand four hundred
forty four booths will be managed by women and there are two hundred
seven model booths. Two PwD managed booths are there in Balurghat and

Asansol Dakshin assembly constituencies. One hundred sixty seven women
candidates are in the fray in the first phase of elections. Hundred percent

web casting will be done in all the booths. For a peaceful voting Commission
has taken all security arrangements including Quick Response Team QRTs,
Flying squads, CC cameras etc. The second phase of polling in the West Bengal
Assembly elections will be held on next Wednesday.

TN-ASSEMBLY POLL: In Tamil Nadu, polling will be held in a single phase for all
the 234-Assembly constituencies in the state tomorrow. Our correspondent reports that
there are over five crore 73 lakh 43 thousand voters in the state. <><>
WB-CAMPAIGN - SECOND PHASE: Senior BIP leader and Union Home Minister Amit
Shah is scheduled to lead several campaign programs tomorrow in support of party
candidates. According to party sources, he will address public meetings in Dum Dum,
Habra in North 24 Parganas, and Saptagram in Hooghly during the afternoon, followed by
a roadshow in Sonarpur later in the evening. In a simultaneous push, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath will arrive in the state tomorrow for election campaigning.
After reaching Kolkata in the morning, he is slated to hold rallies at Jorasanko, Chakdaha,
and Udaynarayanpur in Howrah. Additionally, Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
will address public meetings in Kalna and Bongaon South, concluding his schedule with a
roadshow in Bardhaman tomorrow evening.

RAJNATH-GERMANY: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has said that Aatmanirbhar
Bharat is an invitation to co-create, co-develop, and co-innovate, as he made a strong




pitch for enhanced collaborations between the defence industrial ecosystems of India
and Germany. Addressing the German Parliamentary Standing Committee on Defence
and Security on the day one of his three-day Germany visit yesterday, Mr Singh asserted
that the world today is faced with new security threats, and the technological
transformation has made the situation highly complex and intricately connected. He said
a new approach with the willingness to adapt to the changing environment is the need of
the hour.He also asserted that India, under the visionary leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, is withessing an unprecedented transformation in the defence sector,
and increased partnerships with the German industry can yield significant mutual gains.
The Defence Minister reiterated that India and Germany are not only strategic partners,
but also consequential voices in shaping the global discourse of the present times. During
the visit, he will hold bilateral talks with his German counterpart, Boris Pistorius and other
senior leaders to further strengthen the strategic defence partnership between the two
countries. A Defence Industrial Cooperation Roadmap and Implementing Arrangement
for Cooperation in UN Peacekeeping Operations Training are likely to be signed in the
presence of both Defence Ministers.

KERALAM FACTORY INCIDENT: The death toll in the blast at Mundathikode in
Thrissur district has risen to 13, in one of the worst such incidents reported in the
region.The incident happed two days after 25 people were killed in an explosion at a
fireworks unit in Tamil Nadu’s Virudhunagar on Sunday.The fireworks manufacturing
unit, situated on a five-acre paddy field, was preparing fireworks for the Thiruvambady
Devaswom, one of the two groups organising the famous Thrissur Pooram. These
materials included supplies for a sample fireworks show on April 24.

UTTARAKHAND-KEDARNATHDHAM: In Uttarakhand, portals of Kedarnath Dham,
located in Rudraprayag district, will be opened for devotees today. District Magistrate
Vishal Mishra said that the district administration has completed all arrangements for the
yatra. The portals of Badrinath Dham, located in Chamoli district, will be opened for
devotees tomorrow. The district and police administration have made extensive
arrangements to ensure a smooth and safe pilgrimage.

TRUMP-CEASEFIRE EXTENSION: US President Donald Trump has said that he will
indefinitely extend the ceasefire with Iran to allow the two countries to continue peace
talks to end the war.The announcement came as two-week truce was set to expire this
morning. In a Truth Social post, Trump said he is making the move at Pakistan's request.
However, he also said he would continue the US Navy's blockade of Iran's ports and
shore, which Iran's leaders have called an act of war. He said the blockade of Iranian
ports will continue until Tehran presents a "unified proposal" Trump's announcement
appeared to be unilateral, and it was not immediately clear whether Iran, or the US ally
Israel, would agree to extend the ceasefire, which began two weeks ago. There was no
immediate comment from Iran's most senior leaders, but Tasnim News Agency, affiliated
with Iran's Revolutionary Guards, said Iran had not asked for a ceasefire extension and
repeated threats to break the US blockade by force. Earlier, the White House put on hold
Vice President JD Vance's expected trip to Islamabad for a second round of talks as



Tehran. Meanwhile, the United States has imposed sanctions on 14 individuals, entities,
and aircraft linked to Iran, targeting networks involved in procuring and transporting
weapons and components for the Iranian regime. The action was announced by the US
Department of the Treasury Office of Foreign Assets Control, which said those designated
are based in Iran, Turkey, and the United Arab Emirates.

IRAN-NO PLAN TO ATTEND TALKS: Iran today said it has no plans at present to send
a delegation to Islamabad for talks with the United States, citing contradictory messages
and unacceptable actions by Washington, further clouding prospects of negotiations
ahead of the ceasefire deadline. Iran's Foreign Ministry spokesperson, Esmaeil Bagaei
said that Tehran currently has no intention of participating in the proposed talks in
Pakistan. He stated that the decision was driven by what Iran views as an inconsistency
in the United States’ approach.The statement comes amid uncertainty over the possible
resumption of negotiations between Iran and the United States. Tehran has so far not
confirmed its participation, even as diplomatic efforts intensify to bring both sides back to
the table before the expiry of the ongoing ceasefire. WEST ASIA CONFLICT: Tensions
across West Asia are rising as a fragile ceasefire between the United States and Iran
approaches its expiry, with new military and diplomatic developments adding uncertainty
to already delicate negotiations. The Pentagon confirmed that United States forces
boarded and detained the sanctioned oil tanker M/T Tifani in the Indian Ocean,
describing the vessel as part of a network involved in smuggling Iranian crude. The
interception took place as the two-week ceasefire window nears its end, signaling
continued enforcement actions by Washington despite ongoing diplomatic efforts. At the
same time, uncertainty surrounds the next round of talks. US Vice President J.D. Vance
has delayed his planned departure from Washington, with the White House holding
additional policy meetings to determine the next steps. Iranian participation also remains
unclear, raising concerns that negotiations may stall as the ceasefire deadline
approaches. President Donald Trump warned that the United States could resume
military strikes if talks fail, while expressing confidence in Washington’s negotiating
position. "I think we're going to end up with a great deal," Trump said, adding that the
military remains ready if diplomacy does not succeed. "The current ceasefire
between the United States and Iran is expected to expire between 3:00 AM
and 4:00 AM Dubai time on Thursday, placing growing urgency on mediation
efforts. The coming hours will be critical in determining whether the truce is
extended, replaced with a broader agreement or allowed to lapse. The
approaching deadline comes amid rising tensions across West Asia.
Hezbollah has accused Israel of violating a separate ten-day ceasefire in
Lebanon and said it launched rockets and drones toward northern Israel in

response, describing the strike as "in defence of Lebanon and its people.”
Lebanon has also updated the toll from six weeks of fighting between Israel

and Hezbollah, reporting 2,454 people killed and more than 7,600 wounded.
Recovery operations continue in southern areas, where families are slowly

returning to damaged homes while the ceasefire remains fragile. If the




US-Iran ceasefire collapses, tensions across multiple fronts in West Asia
could escalate quickly, raising fears of renewed military action and broader
regional instability. "

IPL-CRICKET: In IPL Cricket, Sun Risers Hyderabad defeated Delhi Capitals by 47 runs
at the Rajiv Gandhi International Stadium in Hyderabad last night. Chasing a target of
243 runs, Delhi Capitals made 195 runs for the loss of nine wickets in the stipulated 20
overs. Nitish Rana who made 57 was the top scorer for Delhi Capitals. For Sun Risers
Hyderabad, Eshan Malinga scalped four wickets, Harsh Dubey took three wickets, Dilshan
Madushanka and Sakib Hussain claimed a wicket each. Put in to bat, Sun Risers
Hyderabad posted 242 runs for the loss of two wickets in stipulated 20 overs. Abhishek
Sharma made 135 unbeaten was the top scorer. He was declared Player of the Match.

Today, Lucknow Super Giants will face Rajasthan Royals at Bharat Ratna Shri Atal
Bihari Vajpayee Ekana Cricket Stadium in Lucknow. The match will start at 7:30 PM.
WOMEN'S T20 CRICKET: In Women's Cricket, South Africa will take on India in the
third T20 International of the five-match series at the Wanderers Stadium, in
Johannesburg today. The match will begin at 9:30 PM IST. The Proteas Women have
started the series strongly, winning the first two matches. The Women in Blue will be
eager to bounce back and keep the series alive by securing a win in the third T20I. The
fourth match of will take place in Johannesburg on Saturday. The final match on 27th of
April is scheduled at the Willowmoore Park in Benoni. The series comes at a time, with the
Women's T20 World Cup is less than two months away. Both India and South Africa will
use this series as preparation for the global tournament, scheduled to take place in
June.<><>




