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NSD
PARAS EP-I 25.04.2026
NEW PM - NITI AAYOG
The Government has reconstituted the NITI Aayog. Economist Ashok Kumar Lahiri
has been appointed as the Vice Chairperson of the Aayog. He will replace the current Vice
Chairman, Suman K Bery. Along with Mr Lahiri, the government has appointed Rajiv
Gauba, Prof K. V. Raju, Prof Gobardhan Das, Dr M. Srinivas, and Prof Abhay Karandikar as
full-time Members of Niti Aayog. In a social media post, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
today said that NITI Aayog has emerged as a vital pillar in India’s policy-making
architecture, fostering cooperative federalism, furthering reforms and boosting Ease of
Living. In a social media post, the Prime Minister highlighted that NITI Aayog serves as a
dynamic platform for innovation and long-term strategic thinking across sectors. The
newly appointed Vice Chairman of NITI Aayog Ashok Kumar Lahiri today met the Prime



Minister in New Delhi. During the meeting, Mr Modi conveyed his best wishes to Mr Lahiri
on his appointment. The Prime Minister said that Mr Lahri’s rich experience in economics
and public policy will greatly strengthen India’s reform journey and the journey towards
becoming a Viksit Bharat. Mr Modi expressed confidence that Mr Lahri's efforts will
energise policymaking in the nation. The Prime Minister also extended his wishes to the
newly appointed full time members of NITI Aayog.
<><>ANAND/SAMARTH/1625 HRS

PARAS:NAVNEET EP-I 25.04.2026
EVE. WB CAMPAIGNING

Campaigning for the second phase of West Bengal Assembly elections has reached
feverish pitch, with leaders from all major parties crisscrossing the State to woo the voters.
With roadshows, rallies, and fiery speeches, the battle for Bengal intensifies as voters
prepare to cast their votes on Wednesday. Addressing a rally in Jamalpur, East Burdwan,
Senior BIP leader Amit Shah, promised that if his party comes to power, the Uniform Civil
Code and the Seventh Pay Commission would be implemented. He also assured free bus
travel for women and reiterated his party’s support for the Matua community. Speaking at
a public meeting in Hooghly, senior Party leader Rajnath Singh, pledged 3,000 rupee
assistance for women and filling of vacant government posts. He criticized the Trinamool
Congress slogan “Maa, Maati, Manush,” saying none of them are safe under the present
government. Senior BJP leaders J.P. Nadda, Nitin Navin, and Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath held rallies across Burdwan and North 24 Parganas. Yogi Adityanath
reminded voters of Bengal’s role in India’s freedom struggle and expressed confidence
that the State would soon be free from what he called the syndicate of opposition parties.
Senior Trinamool Congress leaders Mamata Banerjee and  Abhishek Banerjee
highlighted the Party's legal battle that restored 32 lakhs names to the voters’ list and
assured the people that there is no need to worry about exclusions. They also accused
the Central Government of withholding development funds. Campaigning in Srirampur,
Senior Congress leader Rahul Gandhi said, while his party is committed to the Constitution
and Unity, the BJP is pursuing the politics of hatred and division.
<><><>SANDIPON DASGUPTA/KOLKATA/MAIL/1750

TAPAN : PAWAN DP-I1 25.04.2026
VAISHNAW - BULLET TRAIN PLANT

Union Railway minister Ashwini Vaishnaw inaugurated Atma nirbhar high speed
bullet train manufacturing plant Aditya in Bengaluru BEML today. Speaking to Akashvani
and Doordarshan, he informed that the first prototype will come out next year and
production in the later part of 2027.

(S/B- ASHWINI VAISHNAW IN GNR MAIL)

The minister announced that in the next few months Bengaluru Mangaluru
Madgoan Vande Bharat will commence its service. A superfast and a Vande Bharat sleeper
train will also be operational soon between Bengaluru and Mumbai. He expressed
happiness over the progress of the Suburban train project in Bengaluru and added that
land acquisition too has gained speed.
<><><>SUDHINDRA/BENGALURU/MAIL/1351 HRS



PARAS EP-I 25.04.2026
PM - MANN KI BAAT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will share his thoughts with the people of the country
and abroad in the Mann Ki Baat programme on Akashvani at 11 AM tomorrow. It will be
the 133rd episode of the monthly radio programme. The programme will be broadcast
across the entire Akashvani and Doordarshan network, the AIR News website, and the
Newsonair mobile app. It will also be live-streamed on the YouTube channels of AIR News,
DD News, the PMO, and the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. Akashvani will
broadcast the programme in regional languages immediately after the Hindi broadcast.
<><>SUPARNA/RISHU/1656

PARAS:NAVNEET EP-I 25.04.2026
TELANGANA MAOISTS-SURRENDER

In the presence of Telangana Police, around 47 Maoists including some women
from Chhattisgarh state surrendered today in Hyderabad. These Maoists belonging to the
South Bastar Division of Chhattisgarh surrendered before DGP Shivdhar Reddy. Speaking
on the occasion, DGP Reddy said, the surrendered Maoists handed over 32 weapons in
their possession to the police. He announced that those who surrendered will be provided
with a rehabilitation package of 1.20 crore rupees, along with Central Government
incentives and free health cards. The DGP assured that the government will extend all
support to those who wish to leave the forests and join the mainstream of society. This
large-scale surrender by Maoists has gained significance in the backdrop of the recent
encounter in Jharkhand and the expiry of the deadline set by the Centre. The DGP clarified
that all those who surrendered are from Chhattisgarh and that there are no individuals
from Telangana among them. Later, the DGP appreciated the dedication and
coordinated efforts of the Special Intelligence Branch police. He stated that so far in the
year 2026, a total of 260 underground Maoists have surrendered in Telangana. The DGP
further said that only four Maoist cadres from Telangana are still underground and
operating outside Telangana.
<><><>MAHESH SRINIVASA/HYDERABAD/MAIL/1745

PARAS EP-I 25.04.2026
IMD - HEATWAVE GUIDELINES

The India Meteorological Department has issued heatwave guidance and advisories
as several parts of the country continue to experience rising temperatures and
above-normal conditions. The maximum temperatures across northwest, central, and
peninsular India are currently hovering between 40 degrees Celsius and 44 degree celsius.
It added that in several regions, temperatures have been observed to be markedly above
normal by 5 degree Celsius or more, indicating a developing heat stress scenario across
parts of the country. It also said that the health impacts of heat waves typically involve
dehydration, heat cramps, heat exhaustion and/or heat stroke. The IMD has emphasised
that early awareness and preventive action are critical in reducing heat-related illnesses
such as heat exhaustion and heat stroke. It includes staying hydrated, avoiding direct sun
exposure during peak hours, wearing light clothing, and taking special care of vulnerable



groups such as children, the elderly, and outdoor workers. The department has further
projected that there will be no significant change in maximum temperatures over
northwest India till 27th of this month. The IMD extended outlook indicates that heatwave
conditions are likely to persist across multiple regions over the next 7 days, particularly in
parts of Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh
and Vidarbha.

<><>NITIKA/AMAN/1619 HRS
PARAS EP-II 25.04.2026

REV. EVE. IPL

In IPL Cricket, riding on KL Rahul's impressive unbeaten 152 runs, Delhi Capitals
posted 264 for two against Punjab Kings at the Arun Jaitley Stadium in New Delhi. In reply,
Punjab Kings were for in overs, when reports last
came in. Rahul scored unbeaten 152 off 67 balls, while Nitish Rana contributed 91 off 44
balls. The duo stitched a 220-run partnership off 95 balls for the second wicket. The
152-run knock by Rahul is the highest score by an Indian batter in IPL history.

In the evening fixture, Rajasthan Royals will take on Sunrisers Hyderabad at the
Sawai Mansingh Stadium in Jaipur. The match will begin at 7:30 PM.

Yesterday, defending champions Royal Challengers Bengaluru defeated Gujarat
Titans by five wickets at the M Chinnaswamy Stadium.

<><><>RR/1800 Hrs



