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SUDHIR MP-I
19.04.2026
PM- ADDRESS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi warned the Congress and its allies that
the women of India will severely punish them for "the sin of foeticide" after
the opposition defeated a bill for women'’s reservation in Parliament and
state assemblies. In an address to the nation last night, Prime Minister
Modi apologised to the women, and said the government may have lost the
vote but it will never give up its efforts to empower women. He further
asserted that those parties opposing women's reservation will not be able
to prevent the nation's women from increasing their participation in
Parliament and the State Assemblies. He said, the BJP and NDA's resolve to
empower women remains unwavering. Mr Modi said, as the legislation
related to the amendment of the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam failed to
secure the 66 percent of votes required to pass it, but the blessings of 100
percent of the nation's women are with his government.

( Byte- Narendra Modi)

The Prime Minister said that interest of the nation is of prime
importance of his government. However, for some, party comes first,
forcing both women’s empowerment and the nation’s interests to bear the
consequences. He said, it was deeply painful to see that when this
legislation in the interest of women was defeated, parties like Congress,
DMK, SP, and TMC were applauding and by taking away women'’s rights,
they were thumping their desks. The Prime Minister termed their act as a
blow to the dignity and self-respect of women.

( Byte- PM Modi)

The Prime Minister emphasised that the Nari Shakti Vandan
Amendment is the need of the hour and it was an effort to ensure
balanced empowerment across all regions including North, South, East and
West. He said, the legislation aimed to strengthen the voice of every state
in Parliament, whether big or small, by increasing representation
proportionately but this sincere effort was crushed by Congress and its
allies.

( Byte- PM Modi)

In his address, the Prime Minister said, Congress spread the narrative
that delimitation exercise would harm certain states but the NDA
government made it clear from the very beginning that no state’s share
would be reduced and representation would not decline as Seats in States



would increase proportionately.
( Byte- PM Modi)

Prime Minister Modi said that Nari Shakti Vandan Amendment was
aimed to finally grant women their long-pending rights, starting from the
next Lok Sabha elections in 2029. He said, the legislation was a
transformative effort to create new opportunities for women of 21st
century India, to give them new wings to soar, and to remove obstacles
from their path. He added that with a clear intent and honesty, it was a
sacred effort to ensure that 50 percent of the country’s population receive
their rightful share and representation.

( Byte - Narendra Modi)

Mr Modi said, by opposing the legisaltion, Congress has proved itself
to be an anti-reform party. He alleged that the Congress has always sat on
every reform, stalling it and the work culture of the Congress is delaying,
diverting and obstructing.

<><> CB/PTI/Anand/Priya/Aman/0545

SUDHIR MP-I 19.04.26

SOUTH KOREA PREZ VISIT

South Korean President Lee Jae Myung will pay a state visit to India,
today. He will be accompanied by First Lady Kim Hea Kyung and a high-
level delegation comprising ministers, senior officials, and business leaders.
This will be President Lee’s first visit to India.

The Ministry of External Affairs said that during the visit, President
Lee will hold talks with Prime Minister Narendra Modi to strengthen
bilateral cooperation across a wide range of areas, including shipbuilding,
trade, investment, artificial intelligence, semiconductors, critical and
emerging technologies, people-to-people ties, and cultural exchanges. The
two leaders will also exchange views on regional and global issues of
mutual interest. The Prime Minister will host a lunch in honour of the
visiting dignitary.

President Lee will also meet President Droupadi Murmu. External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar will call on the visiting dignitary.

India and South Korea share a multifaceted partnership rooted in
ancient civilizational ties and shared values of democracy and the rule of



law. The visit underscores the commitment of both countries to further
strengthen existing cooperation and expand collaboration in new and
emerging areas.

CB/Suparna/0424
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WB CAMPAIGN

Senior BJP leader and Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address
several public meetings in support of party candidates in West Bengal in
Bankura, Purulia, Jhargram and other districts on Sunday.

Prime Minister Modi will address a public meeting in Barjora in
Bankura district followed by campaigns in other districts. BJP leader Union
Minister JP Nadda will attend rallies in Coochbehar and Jalpaiguri districts
on Sunday.

BJP president Nitin Nabin will address public meeting at Balurghat
Town of Dakshin Dinajpur district followed by a road show in Malda on
Sunday.<><><>

CB/KALYAN LAHA/WB/MAIL/0435

SUDHIR MP-1 19.04.2026
TN-CAMPAIGNING

In Tamil Nadu, with campaigning ending on April 21st, political
rhetoric and verbal duels have reached their peak. Top leaders from all
parties are visiting the state for a final push.

Today, Union Home Minister and BJP leader Amit Shah is scheduled
to campaign in Sivagiri, Erode, to support the NDA alliance. Earlier, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi visited the state to boost the alliance's prospects.

On the opposition side, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi campaigned in
the northern districts. Tejashwi Yadav, leader of the Rashtriya Janata Dal,
also joined the trail, campaigning in Coimbatore, Tiruppur, and the Nilgiris
in support of the Secular Progressive Alliance. Meanwhile, Kanimozhi
campaigned in Vridhachalam for Premalatha Vijayakanth.<><><>
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IPL CRICKET

In IPL cricket, Sunrisers Hyderabad defeated Chennai Super Kings by 10
runs at the Rajiv Gandhi International Stadium in Hyderabad last night. Put
in to bat first, Sunrisers Hyderabad posted 194 for nine in their stipulated
20 overs, with 59-run innings each from Abhishek Sharma and Heinrich
Klaasen. For Chennai, Anshul Kamboj and Jamie Overton picked up three
wickets each. In reply, Chennai Super Kings could only manage 184 for
eight in their 20 overs. For Hyderabad, Eshan Malinga picked up three
wickets, while Nitish Kumar Reddy took two. Malinga was awarded the
player of the match.

In an another match, Delhi Capitals defeated Royal Challengers
Bengaluru by six wickets in a league match at the M. Chinnaswamy
Stadium in Bengaluru yesterday. Chasing a target of 176, Delhi scored 179
for six with one ball to spare.

Today, Kolkata Knight Riders will take on Rajasthan Royals at the
Eden Gardens in Kolkata at 3:30 PM, while Punjab Kings will face Lucknow
Super Giants in Chandigarh at 7:30 PM.

VISHAL/BAIG/CB/NET/0522

SUDHIR MP-II 19.04.26
IRAN - US HORMUZ

Iran has said the Strait of Hormuz will remain closed until the US blockade
on Iranian ports is lifted. The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)
described the continuing blockade by the United States as a breach of
ceasefire conditions and warned that any vessel approaching the Strait
would be considered hostile and could be targeted. The development
follows a brief reopening of the Strait on Friday. However, US President
Donald Trump said the naval blockade would remain in force until all issues
with Iran are fully resolved. The situation has further escalated with reports
of firing incidents in the Strait, including damage to commercial vessels.
Tensions remain high despite a ceasefire, with diplomatic efforts underway
to prevent further escalation.

CB/BAIG/PTI/ANI/NET/0420



SUDHIR : PAWAN MP-1I 19.04.2026
VP - SRI LANKA VISIT

The Vice President of India, C. P. Radhakrishnan, is set to arrive in
Sri Lanka today morning for a two-day official visit. During the visit, he is
scheduled to call on Sri Lanka’s President Anura Kumara Dissanayake and
hold talks with Prime Minister Harini Amarasuriya. He will also engage with
other senior leaders and members of the Indian diaspora.

The visit comes amid sustained high-level exchanges between the
two countries and is expected to further strengthen bilateral ties. Sri Lanka
remains a key partner in India’s regional outreach, including its Vision
MAHASAGAR and Neighbourhood First policy. The visit is being seen to
reinforce long-standing cultural and people-to-people connections between
the two neighbours, while providing fresh momentum to cooperation
across sectors.
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