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MK::JATIN EPP 18.04.2026
PM-ADDRESS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address the nation at 8.30
tonight. The address comes a day after the Constitution Amendment Bill
linked to the Women'’s Reservation failed to get a two-thirds majority for its
passage in the Lok Sabha after Opposition parties did not back it. The
proposed legislation, tied to the implementation of women’s reservation
through delimitation, but fell short after a long debate.

<><>ANUPAM/ANAND/1456

TRIPTI :: MADHVI EP-I 18.04.2026
CABINET

The Union Cabinet today gave approval for the creation of a domestic
insurance pool, named Bharat Maritime Insurance Pool, with a sovereign
guarantee of 12,980 crore rupees to facilitate continuous maritime
insurance coverage. Briefing media in New Delhi after the Cabinet meeting,
Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said, the pool
ensures that Indian trade continues to have access to affordable insurance
for vessels carrying cargo from any international origin to Indian ports and



vice-versa, even when transiting volatile maritime corridors. He said the
pool will cover all maritime risks like Hull and Machinery, Cargo, Protection
and Indemnity, and War risk. The Minister said the pool will help to
manage liability insurance locally, tailored to Indian shipping conditions and
regulatory requirements, and develop specialized marine underwriting,
claims management and legal expertise within India. A Governing Body
constituted for this pool would oversee the formation and functioning of
the pool. Mr Vaishnaw said the rationale for providing a sovereign
guarantee to the proposed domestic insurance entity is rooted in the
objectives of strengthening self-reliance, sanctions resilience, and ensuring
greater sovereign control. (BYTE: VAISHNAW)

The Cabinet also approved the release of an additional instalment of
Dearness Allowance to Central Government employees and Dearness Relief
to pensioners with effect from 1st January this year, representing an
increase of two per cent over the existing rate of 58 per cent of the basic
pay or pension, to compensate against price rise. Mr Vaishnaw said the
combined impact on the exchequer on account of an increase in both
Dearness Allowance and Dearness Relief would be over 6,791 crore rupees
per annum. He said this will benefit over 50 lakh Central Government
employees and over 68 lakh pensioners. (BYTE: VAISHNAW)

The Minister said the Cabinet has also given its approval for the
continuation of Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY-III) beyond
March 2025 up to March 2028. He said it involves consolidation of through
routes and major rural links connecting habitations to Gramin Agricultural
Markets (GrAMs), higher secondary schools and hospitals. He added that
the revised outlay for the scheme will be 83,977 crore rupees. The Cabinet
also approved the extension of the timeline till March 2028 for completion
of roads and bridges in plain areas and roads in hilly areas, and extension
of the timeline till March 2029 for completion of bridges in hilly areas. Mr
Vaishnaw said the extension of the timeline of PMGSY-III will enable the
full realisation of its intended socio-economic benefits by ensuring
completion of the targeted upgradation of rural roads. = (BYTE:
VAISHNAW)

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) today approved
two railway projects with total cost of 24,815 crore rupees. The Minister
informed that these projects are the Ghaziabad—Sitapur 3rd and 4th Line
and the Rajahmundry (Nidadavolu)—Visakhapatnam (Duvvada) 3rd and 4th
Line. He said they cover 15 districts across Uttar Pradesh and Andhra



Pradesh. Mr Vaishnaw said the increased line capacity will significantly
enhance mobility, resulting in improved operational efficiency and service
reliability for Indian Railways. He said these multi-tracking proposals are
poised to streamline operations and alleviate congestion. (BYTE:
VAISHNAW)

<><>VISHNU/PHONE/ANUPAM/ MAIL/ 1552

MK::JATIN EP-I 18.04.2026
WB EC-LAKSHMAN REKHA

In an unprecedented move, the Election Commission has announced
that a ‘Lakshman Rekha’ (boundary line) will be drawn around every polling
booth in West Bengal. Using white chalk, a 100-meter perimeter will be
marked, and only registered voters will be permitted to enter within this
designated area. This system also introduces multi-layered verification to
strengthen security. Outside the Lakshman Rekha, a Booth Level Officer
and a government official will conduct the first round of document checks.
Once inside the boundary, voter identity cards will be verified through two
additional stages, ensuring rigorous authentication before ballots are
cast.<><>

SANDIPON DASGUPTA AND AVIRUP

BHATTACHARYA / KOLKATA/MAIL/1520HRS

MK EP-1 18.04.2026
VP- SRI LANKA

Vice President C. P. Radhakrishnan will be on a two-day visit to Sri
Lanka from tomorrow. This will be his first bilateral visit to the
neighbouring country. He will call on the Sri Lankan President Anura
Kumara Disanayaka. Mr Radhakrishnan will meet the Sri Lankan Prime
Minister Dr. Harini Amarasuriya, along with other dignitaries. The Vice
President will interact with leaders of Indian-origin Tamil Community and
Tamil Leaders from the Northern and Eastern regions of Sri Lanka. He will
address the Indian diaspora at a community event in Colombo, where he
will virtually hand over houses to beneficiaries from Tamil communities,
built with assistance from the Government of India as part of the third
phase of the Indian Housing Project. This visit follows recent high-level
engagements between the two countries and is expected to further
strengthen the millennia-old civilizational and people-to-people ties



between both nations.

<><>AMAN/1515HRS
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built with assistance from the Government of India as part of the third
phase of the Indian Housing Project. This visit follows recent high-level
engagements between the two countries and is expected to further
strengthen the millennia-old civilizational and people-to-people ties
between both nations.

<><>AMAN/1515HRS

MK::JATIN EP-I 18.04.2026
WB EC-LAKSHMAN REKHA

In an unprecedented move, the Election Commission has announced
that a ‘Lakshman Rekha’ (boundary line) will be drawn around every polling
booth in West Bengal. Using white chalk, a 100-meter perimeter will be
marked, and only registered voters will be permitted to enter within this
designated area. This system also introduces multi-layered verification to
strengthen security. Outside the Lakshman Rekha, a Booth Level Officer
and a government official will conduct the first round of document checks.
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SANDIPON DASGUPTA AND AVIRUP

BHATTACHARYA / KOLKATA/MAIL/1520HRS



MK::JATIN EP-I 18.04.2026
BENGAL POLL-SURVEILLANCE

The Election Commission has enhanced the technologically superior
surveillance process ahead of the polls in West Bengal. According to
Commission sources, several new measures are being introduced to keep
the voting process transparent and free of any untoward incidents. It has
been decided to provide body cameras to the micro-observers members of
the central forces and the state police, so that minute details can be
recorded. The Commission has stated that if any complaint or dispute
arises, the footage will be examined. The Commission has also decided to
take control of all CCTV cameras installed by the government departments
in the concerned Assembly constituencies. Instructions have been given to
take immediate action if any suspicious activity is noticed.

<><><>SANDIPON DASGUPTA AND AVIRUP
BHATTACHARYA / KOLKATA/MAIL/1517HRS
TRIPTI EP II 18.04.26
IPL TARGET

In IPL, hosts Royal Challengers Bengaluru have set a target of 176
runs for Delhi Capitals at M. Chinnaswamy Stadium. In reply, Delhi Capitals
were for in overs, when reports last came
in. Earlier, put into bat first, Royal Challengers Bengaluru scored 175 for
the loss of eight wickets in the stipulated 20 overs.

In second match today, Sunrisers Hyderabad will take on Chennai
Super Kings at Rajiv Gandhi International Stadium in Hyderabad. The
match will start at 7:30 PM.

<><><> VIKAS/NET/1740




