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SANJIO::RZ EPP 16.04.2026
LS-PM NARI SHAKTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has emphasised that fifty per cent of the
country’s population should be made a part of decision-making process. He
said, Nari Shakti is playing an instrumental role in the development of the
country, and giving them due representation in the policy-making is the need
of the hour. Mr Modi made the remarks in the Lok Sabha today during the
discussion on the three key bills related to the Constitutional Amendments to
the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam. The bills are Constitution (One Hundred
and Thirty-First Amendment) Bill, 2026, and the Delimitation Bill, 2026, and
the Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026

The Prime Minister appealed to the opposition parties not to give this
historic legislation a political colour, as it will be beneficial for all and for the
democracy of the country. He said, those who will oppose this legislation now
will face the consequences in the future. Mr. Modi said, this will play a crucial
role in shaping the direction and future of the country. He stressed that a
developed India is not limited only to infrastructure, railways, or economic
indicators, but also requires the equal participation of women. He said, the
government wants the spirit of ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas’ in policymaking.



Participating in the discussion, Samajwadi Party MP Akhilesh
Yadav said that his party supports women’s reservation. However, he
questioned the government to bring such important legislation in a hasty
manner. He said that the Women’s Reservation Bill should be introduced only
after the completion of the latest census drive. Telugu Desam Party leader Dr
Byreddy Shabari has said that women today are ready to lead the nation from
the grassroots to the national level. She thanked Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for bringing this important legislation, which is aimed at enhancing
women’s participation in governance.

Earlier in the day, Union Law Minister Arjun Meghwal introduced
the Constitution (One Hundred and Thirty-First Amendment) Bill, 2026, and
the Delimitation Bill, 2026 in the Lok Sabha today. Home Minister Amit Shah
introduced the Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026 in the House.
Introducing the Bills, Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal termed the day as
historic saying the government is working to give political justice to women.
He said the Constitution (One Hundred and Thirty-First Amendment) Bill,
2026, will ensure equality for women. Quoting Dr BR Ambedkar, Mr Meghwal
stressed that the progress of a community is measured by the degree of
progress which women have achieved. The Law Minister said that to
implement a uniform and legally consistent distribution of reserved seats for
women across the country, it would be necessary to increase the total
number of seats in the Lok Sabha by 50 per cent over the current strength.
He added that with such an increase, the new strength of the Lok Sabha
would be 815 members. He said that out of these, 272 seats would be
reserved for women, which comes in addition to the existing allocation.

The Law Minister said that the results of Census 2027 are not
expected to be available before the end of 2027 or the beginning of 2028. He
informed that, therefore, the 2011 Census will be used for the readjustment
or division of territorial constituencies and for the allocation of seats for
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. Mr Meghwal said the Narendra Modi
government has brought a number of schemes for the economic and social
upliftment of women. He cited MUDRA Yojana, Lakhpati Didis and Sukanya
Samridhhi Yojana as among the schemes brought by the government.

Initiating the discussion, Congress MP Gaurav Gogoi said his party is in
favour of women’s reservation, but it should be simplified and not linked with
delimitation. He said the reservation should be based on the existing 543
seats in the Lok Sabha. He alleged that the government is creating
unnecessary delays in implementing the women’s reservation and urged the



government to bring it into force immediately. Mr Gogoi reiterated that
Congress has consistently supported women’s reservation. He highlighted
that senior Congress leader Sonia Gandhi had earlier made a similar demand
in Parliament, emphasizing reservation for women.

Tejasvi Surya of BJP said that today is a historic day as the women of
the country, who have been waiting for nearly four decades, are now set to
receive their due share. He said, by introducing three new bills, the Narendra
Modi government is fast-tracking the Women’s Reservation bills. Mr Surya
said, the move is being seen as a significant step towards opening a new
chapter in India’s development journey. He emphasised that, for the first
time, the Nari Shakti of the country will receive vocal, visible, credible, and
tangible representation in the nation-building process.

The discussion is underway.
<><><> BHUPENDRA/ DIPENDRA/ ANAND/ SANJEEV/
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NEELAM:: KAMINI DP-1 16.04.2026
PRESIDENT SEVAGRAM

The President Droupadi Murmu today said that, everybody should learn
the other languages but should not forget own mother tongue. One should
always keep the own language at the forefront. President Murmu was
speaking while addressing the 6th Convocation Ceremony of Mahatma
Gandhi International Hindi University in Wardha, Maharashtra today.

Stressing upon importance of Indian languages in nation building, the
President said that, We must build a strong, self-reliant, and developed India
and this is possible only upon the bedrock of Indian languages. She said that
,powered by numerous initiatives-including the ‘National Education
Policy’-our country is advancing in the right direction.

Highlighting the role of Mahatma Gandhi Hindi Anrashtriya
Vishwavidyalaya in promoting of Hindi language, President Murmu said, this
university should propagate Hindi language literature along with Indian
language and international literature also. She Urged the students to respect
the Indian language and to restablish Indian knowledge system. She also
informed that it was the same place Wardha where Rashtrabhasha Prachar
Samiti was established by Mahatma Gandhi ,Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose
and dand Kaka Kalelkar. Prior to Convocation ceremony, the President
visited Sevagram Ashram in Wardha this morning. <><><>
DHANANJAY WANKHEDE/WARDHA/MAIL/1333



SANJIO EP-I 16.04.2026
ECI - EVM, VVPAT

Election Commission (ECI) has begun the Commissioning of Electronic
Voting Machines (EVMs) and Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPATS) from
today for Assembly elections in Tamil Nadu and West Bengal, Phase I.
According to the Commission, the process is being carried out in
constituencies going to polls on the 23rd of April, in the presence of
candidates, their authorized representatives, and general observers. It added
that the Commissioning will be followed by a mock poll of one thousand votes
in 5 percent of the EVMs randomly selected by the candidates, allowing
candidates to also register the mock polls themselves.

Before commissioning, EVMs were allotted to their respective polling
stations through a 2-stage randomization process through the EVM
management System. In the first stage, EVMs were randomly allocated from
District level warehouses to the Assembly Constituencies, while in the second
stage, EVMs were randomly allocated from the AC level to the polling station
level. ECI said that the First Randomization was done through EVM
Management System by the DEOs in the presence of the representatives of
National and State Recognized Political Parties, while second randomization
was completed through EVM Management System by the Returning Officers
in the presence of contesting candidates, their agents and General
Observers. Constituency-wise lists of first randomized EVMs and VVPATs
were shared with the representatives of all National and State Recognized
Political Parties at the respective district headquarters. The list has also been
shared with all the contesting candidates. The commission informed that the
total number of polling stations in Tamil Nadu is 75 thousand 64, while in the
first phase, 44 thousand 378 stations are going to polls in West Bengal on
April 23rd.

<><>PRIYA/ROHAN/1734

SANJIO EP I 16.04.2026
SOUTH KOREA PREZ VISIT

President of South Korea Lee Jae Myung will pay a state visit to India
from 19th to 21st April. He will be accompanied by First Lady Kim Hea Kyung
and a high-level delegation comprising Ministers, senior officials and business



leaders. This will be President Lee’s first visit to India.

External Affairs Ministry said in a statement that during the visit,
President Lee Jae Myung will hold discussions with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on strengthening bilateral cooperation across a wide spectrum of areas.
These include shipbuilding, trade, investments, AI, semiconductors, critical
and emerging technologies, people-to-people connect and cultural
exchanges. They will also exchange views on regional and global issues of
mutual interest. Prime Minister will host a lunch in honour of the visiting
dignitary. President Lee Jae Myung will also hold discussions with President
Droupadi Murmu. External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar will call on the
visiting dignitary. India and South Korea share a multifaceted partnership
rooted in ancient civilizational ties and shared values of democracy and rule
of law. The visit underscores the shared aspiration of both countries to
further strengthen the existing areas of cooperation while expanding
collaboration in new and emerging areas of mutual interest.

<><>Suparna/1816 hrs
SANJIO EP I 15.4.26
MEA-AUSTRIAN CHANCELLOR

Secretary (West) in the Ministry of External Affairs Sibi George today
said Austrian Chancellor Christian Stocker's visit to India is very substantive
and productive and have helped set clear directions for India-Austria
cooperation. Briefing media in New Delhi this afternoon, Secretary (West)
said Austria has expertise in the tunneling and construction sector, renewable
energy and clean technologies, which makes it a natural partner for India. He
added that given Austria's expertise, India-Austria partnership will support
government's flagship initiatives like Make in India, Digital India, Skill India
and Startup India.

(S/B SECRETARY WEST
https://x.com/ians_india/status/2044713524241604999?s=20 )

Mr George said that during their meeting today, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chancellor Stocker discussed all issues of concern on the
recent developments in West Asia and other areas. On the issue of Ukraine
conflict, He added both sides will continue to support efforts towards the
achievement of a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in Ukraine through



dialogue and diplomacy based on the principles of the UN Charter and of
international law. He said the two sides also discussed the recent
developments in the West Asia region. He said they underscored the
importance of dialogue and diplomacy in peacefully resolving issues,
including the safe and unimpeded passage of maritime shipping.
(S/B SECRETARY WEST
https://x.com/ANI/status/2044715591085531379?s=20)

SUPARNA/1535 HRS
SANJIO EP-1 16.04.2026

MANDAVIYA-WADA WORKSHOP

Union Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports, Dr Mansukh Mandaviya,
today outlined India’s strong commitment in conducting clean and fair
sporting practices and global cooperation in combating doping worldwide.
Addressing the inaugural ceremony of the Final Conference of the World
Anti-Doping Agency’s (WADA) Global Anti-Doping Intelligence and
Investigations Network (GAIIN) in New Delhi, he said that India has
undertaken proactive reforms for compliance, reflecting a genuine
commitment towards the integrity of sports.

He informed that the National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) has adopted
a comprehensive, multi-layered approach to spread awareness through
workshops, seminars, digital campaigns, and event-based learning. Special
education modules have also been developed for athletes with disabilities
under a universal design framework. Sharing progress in testing and
enforcement, Dr. Mandaviya stated that India has expanded its anti-doping
testing from around 4 thousand tests in 2019 to approximately 8 thousand
tests in the past year. He also noted a significant decline in adverse analytical
findings, from 5.6 percent in 2019 to less than 2 percent currently, reflecting
the impact of sustained awareness and preventive efforts.

<><><>PRIYA/ROHAN/1516 HRS

NEELAM DP-I 16.04.2026
IMD- WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heatwave
conditions at places over East Madhya Pradesh, Vidarbha, North Interior
Karnataka, Chhattisgarh, Telangana, West Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and
Madhya Maharashtra for next two days. IMD said that hot and humid weather



is expected to prevail over Gangetic West Bengal, Odisha, Coastal
Maharashtra, Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry,
Karaikal, Coastal Karnataka, Kerala and Mahe during the next three days.
Meanwhile, the Met Department has predicted heavy rainfall over
Assam and Meghalaya tomorrow. Similar conditions are also expected over
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and
Tripura on 18th of this month.
<><>SAKLEN/ADITYA/1333 HRS



