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Vice President C P Radhakrishnan has said that the true purpose of
governance is to empower people and ensure that no one is left behind.
Addressing the 72nd Founders’ Day of the Indian Institute of Public
Administration (IIPA) and delivering the 5th Dr Rajendra Prasad Annual
Memorial Lecture on AI for Good Governance in New Delhi, Mr
Radhakrishnan emphasized that no section of society and no region of the
country should be excluded from development.

He noted that Artificial Intelligence is a powerful technological tool
and an enabler in building a Viksit Bharat that is inclusive, efficient, and
future-ready. The Vice President also highlighted the importance of
equipping the entire society to effectively face future challenges. He said
that in a Viksit Bharat, Artificial Intelligence will act as a bridge between
policy and the people and improve public service delivery. Mr
Radhakrishnan said that Artificial Intelligence is redefining governance by
giving the government the ability to better understand, respond, and serve



citizens than ever before. Highlighting India’s progress in the field, he
noted India’s national AI-powered language platform, BHASHINI, as a
significant step towards inclusive governance and linguistic empowerment.

Mr Radhakrishnan also mentioned that the country ranks among the
top nations globally, including a high position in global AI vibrancy
rankings. He highlighted key government initiatives such as the India Al
Mission, and the Anusandhan National Research Foundation, which aim to
strengthen the country’s technological ecosystem. The Vice President
stated that Artificial Intelligence is not just a technological revolution but a
human revolution. He called upon all stakeholders to harness Al as a force
for good governance and to build a society that is just, inclusive, and
compassionate.

Speaking on the occasion, Science and Technology Minister Dr
Jitendra Singh proposed positioning the IIPA as a nodal institution for
building Artificial Intelligence competencies among public sector officials
and developing a curriculum for Al-driven smart governance. He said the
institute could collaborate with organisations such as the Capacity Building
Commission and others to design training frameworks for Al-enabled
governance. The Minister also highlighted the rollout of the Saral AI portal
to make complex technologies more accessible and citizen-friendly.
Referring to the 10 thousand 370 crore rupees India AI Mission, he said it
will strengthen research, innovation, and infrastructure to drive digital
transformation in the country. Dr Singh further noted that over 1.45 crore
officials have been onboarded under Mission Karmayogi, reflecting the
government’s push towards building a future-ready, citizen-centric
bureaucracy.

(BYTE- JITENDRA SINGH)
<><>VISHNU/SAUMYA/ROHAN/1755HRS
SJ::LAXMI EP-1 15.04.2026
N. BENGAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN

In North Bengal, the election campaigns have been getting more and
more intensified. The high profile leaders of all major parties are holding
rallies, road shows, public meetings and door to door campaigns, trying
hard to garner voter’s support. Today the TMC Supremo and the Chief



Minister Mamata Banerjee held a massive road show in Siliguri. After the
Siliguri Road Show she will hold another road show from Mangal Bari Bazar
to Chalsa under Jalpaiguri district and address the public meeting there in
the late evening. Earlier she addressed a huge public meeting at Islampur
Court Ground under Uttar Dinajpur in support of party candidates. She
alleged that BJP is depriving lakhs of people from their voter’s rights in the
name of SIR. Hitting out at BIP she said, West Bengal people never accept
bulldozer rule. She expressed her confidence for being in power for the
fourth consecutive term. She said her government is making all efforts to
develop North Bengal.

Meanwhile, BIJP senior leader and Union Home Minister Amit Shah is
also in North Bengal today and addressed four public meetings in favor of
party candidates. While addressing the gathering, he reminded the party
manifesto regarding North Bengal development. He said a 500 bedded
dedicated cancer hospital, AIIMS, IIM, IIT, Sports University and Tribal
University will be established also Tea, Transport and Tourism Industry will
be given much focus. He alleged that TMC government North Bengal is
totally neglected and deprived from development.

Yesterday India National Congress leader Rahul Gandhi addressed a
public rally at Malda. In 8 districts of North Bengal there are 54 seats. On
these seats elections will be held in the first phase on April 23. The last
date of the election campaign is April 21. In the first phase the election will
be held in total 152 seats and in the rest 142 seats voting will be on April
29, counting will be on May 4.
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GOVT-WEST ASIA BRIEF (Early)

The government has ensured 100 per cent domestic supply of LPG
across the country amid disruption during the West Asia crisis. During an
inter-ministerial briefing in New Delhi today, Joint Secretary, Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas, Sujata Sharma said that domestic LPG supply
across the country has remained normal and no dry outs has been
reported. She informed online booking of LPG cylinders have reached 98
percent and over 93 percent of these delivered through OTP-based



authentication. Ms Sharma informed that over one lakh 34 thousand
tonnes commercial LPG has been distributed since the mid of March. She
said that four lakh fifity thousand PNG connections have been gasified and
over five lakh new PNG consumers have been added. She further said that
CNG for transports is being fully ensured. She added that crude inventory
in the country is adequately maintained. She also informed that to curb
black marketing of LPG cylinders, two thousand one hundred raids were
conducted, penalising 237 distributors, and 58 LPG distributors were
suspended.

BYTE-SUJATA SHARMA

Additional Secretary at the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium
enterprise Dr Rajneesh today informed that despite the global headwinds,
there are more than 20 lakh micro, small and medium enterprises that
have registered on the Udyam portal of the Ministry in the month of
February and March. Dr Rajneesh said that the government is in contact
with all MSME institutions amid the West Asia conflict. He highlighted that
the Reserve Bank of India has increased the limit of collateral free lending
from 10 lakh rupees to 20 lakh rupees to MSMEs. The Additional Secretary
said that through National Small Industries Corporation more than 1.05
metric tonne of raw materials has been made available to MSMEs.

BYTE- DR RAJNEESH
<><>ANAND/RISHU/SHIVANG/1548

INDIA OPPOSES UNSC REFORM

India has firmly opposed the creation of a “two-tier” system of permanent
membership in a reformed United Nations Security Council (UNSC), while
expressing support for a compromise proposal by the G4 group to defer veto
powers for new permanent members for 15 vyears. Speaking at the
Intergovernmental Negotiations (IGN) on Security Council reforms, India’s
Permanent Representative Ambassador P. Harish stressed that expanding the
permanent category with veto powers is essential for any meaningful reform of
the Council. He emphasized that reforms must address both the composition of
the Council and the issue of veto to correct historical imbalances. India
maintained that the current structure, designed over 80 years ago, no longer
reflects present-day global realities. At the same time, India expressed support for



a compromise proposal put forward by the G4 nations - India, Brazil, Germany,
and Japan. The proposal suggests that new permanent members would defer the
use of veto powers for 15 years, pending a review.
India also reiterated its backing for the African position, which calls for granting
veto powers to new permanent members as long as the provision exists. The
Indian envoy noted that past efforts to regulate veto use have not been effective,
pointing out that vetoes continue to be exercised frequently, often driven by
national interests. Calling for comprehensive reform, India emphasised the need
for clear timelines, concrete milestones, and text-based negotiations to make the
Security Council more representative, equitable, and effective.

India reaffirmed its commitment to working constructively with member
states to achieve long-pending reforms of the Security Council.

REV. ADD AMIT SHAH - KOLKATA

Senior BJP leader and Prime Minister Narendra Modi today urged the people of
West Bengal to vote for BJP in the upcoming Assembly election and usher in a
initiative to make "Bikoshito Poschimbongo"( Developed West Bengal). Narendra
Modi has written a open letter addressed to the people of Bengal expressing
greetings on the occasion of Bengali new year 1433. He said under the present
ruling party and atmosphere of fear has engulfed the entire West Bengal and
youths are unemployed and pressed to go other states. He assured after BJP
comes to power no youth would go to outside the state for employment. Shri
Modi also assured the people of Bengal that women security and safety would be
given utmost importance.

PM- SAMRAT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today congratulated and extended his wishes to
Samrat Chaudhary on taking oath as the Chief Minister of Bihar. In a social media
post, the Prime Minister said that Mr Chaudhary’s energy, dedication to public
service, and grassroots experience will prove extremely beneficial for the state.
Expressing confidence on Mr Chaudhary’s capable leadership, the Prime Minister
said that Bihar will touch new heights of all-round development, while fulfilling
the aspirations of the people. Meanwhile, Mr Modi also congratulated Vijay
Kumar Chaudhary and Bijendra Prasad Yadav on taking oath as Deputy Chief
Ministers of Bihar. Mr Modi expressed confidence that their ground-level
experience and commitment to public welfare will give a new direction and
momentum to state’s development. The Prime Minister said that the state will



establish ever-new standards of good governance, transparency, and public
welfare.



