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SUDHIR MP-1
26.04.2026

PM - NITI AAYOG

The Government has reconstituted the NITI Aayog. Economist Ashok
Kumar Lahiri has been appointed as the Vice Chairperson of the Aayog. He
will replace the current Vice Chairman, Suman K Bery. Along with Mr Lahiri,
the government has appointed Rajiv Gauba, Prof K. V. Raju, Prof
Gobardhan Das, Dr M. Srinivas, and Prof Abhay Karandikar as full-time
Members of Niti Aayog. In a social media post, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said that NITI Aayog has emerged as a vital pillar in India’s policy-
making architecture, fostering cooperative federalism, furthering reforms
and boosting Ease of Living. Prime Minister Modi highlighted that NITI
Aayog serves as a dynamic platform for innovation and long-term strategic
thinking across sectors.

The newly appointed Vice Chairman of NITI Aayog Ashok Kumar
Lahiri met the Prime Minister in New Delhi, yesterday. During the meeting,
Mr Modi conveyed his best wishes to Mr Lahiri on his appointment. The
Prime Minister said that Mr Lahri’s rich experience in economics and public
policy will greatly strengthen India’s reform journey and the journey
towards becoming a Viksit Bharat. Mr Modi expressed confidence that Mr
Lahri's efforts will energise policymaking in the nation. The Prime Minister
also extended his wishes to the newly appointed full time members of NITI
Aayog.

<><>CB/ANAND/SAMARTH/0439

SUDHIR :: SUMIT MP-1
26.04.2026
SECOND PHASE OF POLLING IN WB
The Election Commission has rolled out unprecedented security
measures for the second phase of the assembly polls. Apart from using



drones fitted with camera for the first time ever in any election a total of
2,321 companies of central forces are being deployed across the state,
supported by 142 general observers, 95 police observers, and 100
expenditure observers.
Kolkata will see the highest deployment, with 273 companies under its

police jurisdiction.

SANDIPON DASGUPTA AND AVIRUP BHATTACHARYA

KOLKATA/MAIL/0538 HRS.

SUDHIR MP-I
26.04.2026

GOVT-WEST ASIA BRIEF

The Government has taken several steps to ensure uninterrupted
availability of petroleum products and LPG across the country. The Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural Gas has said that the supply of LPG to domestic
households has been prioritized and no dry-outs have been reported at any
LPG distributorship. Online LPG cylinder bookings have increased to about
99 percent across the country and OTP-based deliveries have increased to
more than 94.5 percent. Since March 2026, more than 5.36 Lakh PNG
connections have been gasified and infrastructure has been created for
additional 2.61 lakh connections taking the total to 7.97 lakh connections.
Further, about six Lakh customers have been registered for new PNG
connections. More than 42 thousand PNG consumers have surrendered
their LPG connections till yesterday. All refineries are operating at high
capacity with adequate crude inventories, while sufficient stocks of petrol
and diesel are being maintained. Retail outlets across the country are
operating normally.

Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways said that all Indian
seafarers in the region are safe and no incident involving Indian-flagged
vessels has been reported in the past 24 hours. Meanwhile, the Ministry of
External Affairs continues to monitor developments in the Gulf and West
Asia region, with focussed efforts on ensuring safety, security and welfare
of the Indian community in the region. Around 12 lakh 65 thousand



passengers have travelled from the region since 28" February. Iran
airspace is partially open for cargo and chartered flights. Indian nationals
are advised to avoid travelling to Iran and those already there in that
country, are urged to leave via land border routes with the Indian
Embassy’s support. So far, the Indian Embassy in Tehran has facilitated
movement of two thousand 443 Indian nationals out of Iran through land
border routes.

<><>CB/ANAND/RISHU/0459

SUDHIR MP-II 26.04.2026
IPL CRICKET

In IPL Cricket, Sunrisers Hyderabad defeated Rajasthan Royals by 5
wickets at the Sawai Mansingh Stadium in Jaipur last night. Chasing a
target of 229 runs set by the Royals, Sunrisers reached the target in just
18.3 overs. Ishan Kishan was the top scorer for the visitors with 74 off 31
balls. Abhishek Sharma scored 57 runs. Put into bat first, riding on a
blistering knock of 103 off 37 balls by Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, the Royals
posted 228 for 6 in the stipulated 20 overs.

Earlier, in an another match, Punjab Kings defeated Delhi Capitals by
six wickets at the Arun Jaitley Stadium in New Delhi. Punjab Kings achieved
the target of 265 runs in 18.5 overs, which is the record for the highest
successful run chase in T20 cricket history.

In a double-header today, Chennai Super Kings will host Gujarat
Titans at the MA Chidambaram Stadium in Chennai. In the second match
of the day, Lucknow Super Giants will take on Kolkata Knight Riders at the
Bharat Ratna Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ekana Cricket Stadium in Lucknow.

<><><>
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IMD-HEATWAVE GUIDELINES (V/C)

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued detailed
heatwave guidance and advisories in wake of the rising temperatures and
above-normal conditions across the country. The guidance is aimed at
supporting individuals, communities and local administrations in minimising
health risks and enhancing resilience against extreme heat conditions. It has
informed that heatwave conditions will persist over Delhi, Punjab, Haryana,
Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Kerala, Mahe and central India over the next
seven days. Further, coastal and eastern regions will experience hot and
humid weather conditions, while warm night conditions may continue in
northern plains, which may further increase discomfort levels and health
risks. More from our correspondent:

V/C-RISHU/AMAN

In its advisory, IMD has advised citizens to avoid prolonged
exposure to direct sunlight, especially during peak afternoon
hours. People have been advised to cover their head using a cloth,
hat or umbrella and avoid strenuous outdoor activities during
high-temperature periods. People should wear light weight light

coloured, loose and cotton clothes. Use of Oral Rehydration
Solution (ORS), drinks like lassi, rice water, lemon water and

buttermilk will help to keep them adequately hydrated. IMD has
also emphasised for special care of vulnerable groups such as
children, the elderly and individuals with pre-existing health
conditions. With Anand Kumar, Rishu Jaiswal, Akashvani News,
Delhi.

<><>ANAND/RISHU/1857

TAPAN : PAWAN DP-I 25.04.2026
VAISHNAW - BULLET TRAIN PLANT

Union Railway minister Ashwini Vaishnaw inaugurated Atma nirbhar
high speed bullet train manufacturing plant Aditya in Bengaluru BEML
today. Speaking to Akashvani and Doordarshan, he informed that the first
prototype will come out next year and production in the later part of 2027.



(S/B- ASHWINI VAISHNAW IN GNR MAIL)

The minister announced that in the next few months Bengaluru
Mangaluru Madgoan Vande Bharat will commence its service. A superfast
and a Vande Bharat sleeper train will also be operational soon between
Bengaluru and Mumbai. He expressed happiness over the progress of the
Suburban train project in Bengaluru and added that land acquisition too
has gained speed.

<><><>
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SKS NP-I

25.04.2026
WB CAMPAIGNING

Campaigning for the second phase of the West Bengal Assembly
Election 2026 has intensified across the state, with star campaigners of
various political parties trying to woo voters through rallies, roadshows and
public meetings.

Senior BIP leader Narendra Modi is scheduled to address a number of
rallies tomorrow in support of party candidates.

Another senior BIP leader Amit Shah, speaking at Jamalpur in Purba
Bardhaman today, said that if voted to power, the BJP would implement
the Uniform Civil Code in the state and introduce the Seventh Pay
Commission and women would be allowed free travel on state-run buses.
He later addressed a rally at Shyampur in Howrah and took part in
roadshows at Ramrajatala and Tollygunge.

Another senior BJP leader Rajnath Singh, while addressing rallies at
Goghat and Arambagh, in Hooghly said women would receive financial
assistance of three thousand rupees per month if the BIP forms the
government. He also promised to fill vacant government posts.

BJP leader J P Nadda campaigned at Raina, while party leader Yogi
Adityanath addressed a rally at Bagda in North 24 Parganas. Himanta
Biswa Sarma joined a roadshow at Arambagh.

BJP President Nitin Nabin participated in a road show at Baranagar.

Addressing a meeting at Uttarpara, Trinamool Congress (TMC)
supremo Mamata Banerjee said, she had fought in the Supreme Court of
India and restored 32 lakhs deleted names to the voters' list. She later took



part in a roadshow at Birati and a padyatra in Bhabanipur. TMC leader
Abhishek Banerjee, speaking at Basirhat, alleged that the Centre had
withheld funds meant for the state’s development.

Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi addressed
meetings at Serampore, Metiabruz and Shahid Minar where he criticised
both Narendra Modi and Mamata Banerjee.

CPI(M) General Secretary M. A. Baby and senior leader Brinda Karat
are also participating in the campaign.<>
SANDIPON DASGUPTA/KOLKATA/MAIL/2322 HRS

SUDHIR MP-I
26.04.2026
PM - MANN KI BAAT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will share his thoughts with the people
of the country and abroad in the Mann Ki Baat programme on Akashvani at
11 AM, today. It will be the 133rd episode of the monthly radio
programme. The programme will be broadcast across the entire Akashvani
and Doordarshan network, the AIR News website, and the Newsonair
mobile app. It will also be live-streamed on the YouTube channels of AIR
News, DD News, the PMO, and the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting. Akashvani will broadcast the programme in regional
languages immediately after the Hindi broadcast.

<><>CB/SUPARNA/RISHU/0358



