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SHUKLA MP-I 24.04.2026
REV. POLL PERCENTAGE

West Bengal registered a record voter turnout of 92.72 per cent in
the first phase of assembly polls yesterday, while Tamil Nadu recorded
unprecedented voting of 85.14 per cent. In the first phase, 152
constituencies in West Bengal went to polls, while voting for the 234-
member Tamil Nadu assembly was held in one go. Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar said the voter turnout in the first phase of
the West Bengal assembly polls was the state’s "highest-ever percentage
since Independence".

Terming the massive voter turnout in Bengal "an overwhelming
mandate for change," Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that May 4, when
votes will be counted, would mark the "expiry" of the "TMC's 15-year-old
syndicate system and maha jungle raj" in West Bengal.

The second phase for the remaining 142 of 294 seats in West Bengal
will be held on April 29. The counting for all four states and one Union
Territory-Kerala, Assam, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu and Puducherry-will be
on May 4.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah, who is camping in West Bengal,
visited the BJP’s election control room at Salt Lake during polling hours and
reviewed the situation with party leaders.

Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar, Election Commissioners
Dr. S.S. Sandhu and Dr. Vivek Joshi kept a close watch on the polling
through live webcasting which was ensured in all the Polling Stations in
both the states.
PTI/CB/ANUPAM/RISHU/0605

TAPAN EP-1
23-04-2026

GOVT-WEST ASIA BRIEFING

Government today said that it is committed to ensuring that citizens
do not face any inconvenience amid the evolving situation due to the West
Asia crisis. Addressing an inter-ministerial briefing in New Delhi, Secretary
in the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Sujata Sharma said that
Domestic LPG supply remains normal across the country, and yesterday



cylinders were delivered to around 12 lakh more households. She noted
that nearly 94 percent of deliveries are being completed using the Delivery
Authentication Code (DAC). Ms Sharma underlined that commercial LPG
supply stands at around 70 percent and in April so far, more than 1.40 lakh
tonnes of commercial LPG have been sold. She added that as of yesterday
approximately over 8 thousand 4 hundred tonnes of commercial LPG were
sold. The secretary further mentioned that around 1.27 lakh 5-kg cylinders
have been sold through the camps, organized by oil marketing companies.
She said that from the first of this month, more than 17 lakh 5-kg cylinders
have been sold, with around 86 thousand sold just yesterday.

S/B- SUJATA SHARMA

Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways, Mukesh Mangal informed that in the past 24 hours incidents of
firing were reported on foreign flagged vessels and said that no Indian
vessel came under firing. He assured that the Indian seafarers who were
travelling in those vessels are safe. He added that the DigiShipping control
room has handled over 7 thousand 4 hundred calls and nearly 15 thousand
emails since its activation, including 161 calls and 320 emails in the past 24
hours.

S/B- MUKESH MANGAL

Additional Secretary (Gulf) in the Ministry of External Affairs, Assem
R. Mahajan, said the Ministry continues to closely monitor developments in
the West Asia region, with a focus on ensuring the safety, security, and
welfare of the large Indian community there. Mr Mahajan added that the
Ministry’s dedicated control room remains operational and is working in
coordination with Indian missions to provide timely assistance and address
queries. He said the Ministry is in constant touch with state governments
and Union Territories for information sharing. He said Indian missions are
actively engaging with the Indian community and are regularly interacting
with associations, organisations, professional groups, and Indian
companies in the region. He further added that the safety of Indian
seafarers in the region is of high priority to the government. Mr Mahajan
informed that around 12 lakh 12 thousand passengers have travelled from
the region to India since February 28.

S/B- ASSEM R MAHAJAN
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SHUKLA MP-1 24.04.2026

PM - MANN KI BAAT
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will share his thoughts with the people

of the country and abroad in the Mann Ki Baat programme on Akashvani at
11 AM on Sunday. It will be the 133rd episode of the monthly radio
programme. The programme will be broadcast across the entire Akashvani
and Doordarshan network, the AIR News website, and the Newsonair
mobile app. It will also be live-streamed on the YouTube channels of AIR
News, DD News, the PMO, and the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting. Akashvani will broadcast the programme in regional
languages immediately after the Hindi broadcast.

CB/ANUPAM/0516

SHUKLA MP-1 24.04.2026
IMD WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heatwave
conditions over Delhi, Punjab , Haryana, Chandigarh, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Vidarbha. The Met Department also predicted
heatwave conditions over Bihar, Kerala, Mahe, Jharkhand and
Chhattisgarh. According to IMD, hot and humid weather is expected over
Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Coastal Karnataka, Gangetic
West Bengal, Odisha, Gujarat, Konkan, Goa, Odisha, Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry and Karaikal. Meanwhile, thunderstorms accompanied by
lightning and gusty winds are likely to prevail over Jammu, Kashmir,
Ladakh, Gilgit, Baltistan, Muzaffarabad, Sub Himalayan West Bengal and
Sikkim. Similar conditions are expected over Andhra Pradesh, Assam and
Meghalaya.

BHANU/0635

TAPAN EP-I 23.04.2026
JITENDRA- GREEN JOBS

Science and Technology Minister Dr Jitendra Singh has said that
Green Jobs and Green Entrepreneurship are set to become the defining
drivers of the Green Economy of the future, with sectors such as renewable
energy, electric mobility and green fuels. He said this while addressing the



valedictory session of the National Conference on Environmental
Sustainability in the 21st Century: Science, Society and Solutions in New
Delhi today. Referring to India’s growing green ecosystem, Dr Singh said
that initiatives such as the National Green Hydrogen Mission, backed by an
outlay of over 19 thousand crore rupees, are laying the foundation for
clean industrial transformation. He noted that emerging technologies are
enabling decarbonisation in key sectors like steel and cement, positioning
the country at the forefront of global green transition. The Minister
asserted that green transition will not only generate jobs but also
accelerate India’s shift towards sustainable and low-carbon growth.
Highlighting the emergence of new employment avenues, Dr Singh
emphasized that the coming years will witness expansion of green jobs
across solar manufacturing, battery production, grid management and
biofuels.

SHIVANG/ANUPAM/2055 HRS

SHUKLA MP-II 24.04.2026
UNGA PRESIDENT-INDIA VISIT

President of the UN General Assembly (UNGA) Annalena Baerbock
will visit India next week and hold several bilateral meetings with
government officials.  Her spokesperson La Neice Collins said that
President of the 80th session of the UNGA, Baerbock will undertake official
travel to New Delhi and Beijing next week. Collins said Baerbock is
travelling at the invitation of the governments of India and China.

During her visit to India, Baerbock will hold multiple bilateral
meetings with various government officials and also meet the UN country
team in India led by UN Resident Coordinator Stefan Priesner. This will be
Baerbock’s first visit to India in her capacity as President of the UNGA. She
had previously travelled to the country when she served as Germany'’s
foreign minister. In February, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
visited India to attend the AI Impact Summit in New Delhi.

She will then travel to China, where she will hold bilateral meetings
with government officials and meet the UN country team led by Resident
Coordinator Stephen Jackson.

BIMAL/PTI/0637



SHUKLA MP-1I 24.04.2026
IPL

In IPL Cricket, Chennai Super Kings defeated Mumbai Indians by 103
runs at Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai last night. Chasing 208 runs for
victory, Mumbai Indians were all out for just 104 in 19 overs. Earlier, put
into bat, Chennai Super Kings piled up a mammoth total of 207 runs for 6
in stipulated 20 overs. For Chennai Super Kings, Sanju Samson contributed
dazzling unbeaten 101 runs off 54 balls, while Akeal Hosein picked up 4
wickets by giving away just 17 runs. Tilak Varma scored 37 off 29 while AM
Ghazanfar and Ashwani Kumar picked up 2 wickets each for Mumbai
Indians.

Sanju Samson was adjudged player of the match.

Today, Royal Challengers Bengaluru will take on Gujarat Titans at M
Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru at 7.30 PM.

BIMAL/CB/NET/0415

Samrat Choudhary

Bihar Chief Minister Samrat Choudhary will seek a vote of confidence in the
state assembly today, during a special one-day session. According to an
official notification issued by the Assembly Secretariat, the session will
commence at 11 am, during which the Chief Minister will move the
confidence motion.

All ministers and legislators have been asked by their respective
parties to remain present in the House for the proceedings. Samrat
Choudhary took an oath as chief minister on April 15, following which he
had to seek a vote of confidence in the state assembly.



