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CAMPAIGNING-TN-WB

Campaigning for assembly elections in Tamil Nadu and first phase in West
Bengal came to an end this evening. Single-phase polling in Tamil Nadu and first
phase of voting in West Bengal is scheduled to take place on Thursday. In West
Bengal, on the final day of campaigining, Union Home Minister and senior BIP
leader Amit Shah addressed rallies at Kulti in West Bardhaman and in Siliguri. BJP
leader Rekha Gupta joined a road show in Asansol. On the other hand Trinamool
Congress President and West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee addressed a
public meeting in Haldia. Congress, Left and other parties also campaigned in
support of party candidates across the state. In Tamil Nadu, Union Minister Piyush
Goyal campaigned in the state today. The General Secretary of AIADMK, Edappadi
Palanisamy addressed public meeting at Salem. TVK founder, actor, and politician
Vijay campaigned in Chennai.
<><><> SWATI/CB/1810

TAPAN : SAPNA EP-1 21.04.2026
REV WB-CAMPAIGNING

Campaigning for the the first phase of Assembly election in West Bengal ends
this evening. On the final day, Union Home Minister and senior BIP leader Amit
Shah addressed a massive rally in Kulti, West Bardhaman. Mr Shah launched a
sharp attack on the ruling Trinamool Congress, alleging widespread corruption and
lawlessness under Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee’s government. He claimed
women are unsafe in the state, pointing to repeated incidents of violence against
them, and said the Chief Minister should be ashamed of such failures. The Home



Minister further accused the state government of selling jobs for money, allowing
illegal mining, and engaging in unlawful smuggling. He promised that if the BIP
comes to power, good governance will be ensured, a Uniform Civil Code will be
implemented, and one lakh jobs will be created every year. Shah also assured that
no welfare schemes would be discontinued. In a stern warning, he declared that
after the vote count, if the BIP forms the government, corrupt leaders will be sent
to jail. BJP leader Rekha Gupta joined a road show in Asansol. On the other hand
Trinamool Congress chief and West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
addressed a public meeting in Haldia and accused BJP of false promises. Congress,
Left and other parties are also canvassing in support of party candidates across the
state.

<><>SANDIPON DAS GUPTA/KOLKATA/MAIL/1603 HRS

GAURAYV : SAPNA DP-I 21.04.2026
TN-CAMPAIGNING

In Tamil Nadu, Union Minister Piyush Goyal claimed that a massive wave in
favour of the NDA is evident and clear. The General Secretary of AIADMK,
Edappadi Palanisamy, blamed the DMK for a dynastic rule. Campaigning at Salem
today with NDA partners, he said that the State is infested with law and order
issues, and it needs an efficient Government. He also said that the successful
schemes implemented by the AIADMK Government were conveniently shelved.
DMK MP Kanimozhi today campaigned at Thoothukudi, explaining the
achievements of the DMK Government. BJP leader K.Annamalai participated in a
two-wheeler rally in support of Vanathi Srinivasan at Coimbatore South. She
asserted that the DMK did not take any action on Senthil Balaji, despite the cases,
but made him a candidate in this election. PMK leader Dr Anbumani Ramdoss, while
campaigning at Salem, said that violence against women was on the rise and
people wanted relief from that and criticised the DMK for not allowing the Women's
Reservation Bill to be passed. TVK founder, actor, and politician Vijay is
campaigning in Chennai.
V/C-JOY

The campaigning, which began on the 10th of this month, will end

this evening. The NDA alliance led by Edappadi Palanisamy, the General
Secretary of the AIADMK, has four big partners and smaller parties in it.

The DMK-led Secular Progressive Alliance has 16 parties in it. The
campaigning has been consistent from all the parties, garnering votes
for their alliance. The Tamilaga Vetri Kazhagam, led by actor politician
Vijay, and NTK, led by Actor Seeman, are contesting independently in
this election. The All India Puratchi Thalaivar Makkal Munnetra
Kazhagam, led by V.K.Sasikala and PMK founder Dr Ramadoss, has

allied to face the election. A total of 4023 candidates are in the fray, and




everyone is trying to reach the last voter possible for canvassing.
<><>JOY/CHENNAI/MAIL/1353 HRS

TAPAN EP-I 21.04.2026

ECI-IEVP

The Election Commission today commenced the second phase of
International Election Visitors’ Programme (IEVP), 2026 for the ongoing Assembly
Elections in Tamil Nadu and West Bengal. Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar inaugurated the programme at the India International Institute of
Democracy and Election Management in New Delhi. The Commission in a
statement said that a total of 34 delegates from 17 countries including
representatives from their Foreign Missions in Delhi will be participating in the
programme. The delegates were given demonstration of the EVM and also took
part in the mock poll to get a hands-on experience of the voting process. The
delegates will be travelling to West Bengal and Tamil Nadu tomorrow where they
will visit the dispatch and distribution centres and other facilities including the
District Control Rooms and the Media Monitoring Centres. They will also witness the
actual polling in the morning of 23th of this month.

The IEVP is a flagship program of the ECI for international cooperation and
engagement with the Election Management Bodies (EMBs) of other countries and
International Organizations.

ANAND/1817 HRS

TAPAN EP-1 21.04.2026
FUR. REV. INTERMINISTERIAL BRIEFING

The Government today said that the domestic LPG supply across the country
remains normal and no dry out has been reported at any LPG distributor across the
country. Addressing the Inter-Ministerial briefing on Recent Developments in West
Asia in New Delhi, Joint Secretary at the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas,
Sujata Sharma said that despite the increased prices of crude oil and LPG in the
international market, the government strived to ensure the domestic supply of LPG
without any disruption.

BYTE-SUJATA SHARMA

Additional Secretary at the Ministry of Port, Shipping and Waterways,
Mukesh Mangal said that the reduction of 97 percent in container dwell time at



western ports has brought relief to the exporters. He added that the average yard
occupancy has also been reduced to 60 percent from 80 percent, highlighting
better coordination between shipping lines and exporters during the conflict. Mr
Mangal said that all Indian seafarers are safe in the Persian Gulf region. He stated
that all Indian vessels and crew currently in the Persian Gulf region are being
closely monitored by the government.

BYTE- MUKESH MANGAL

Addressing the media, Spokesperson of Ministry of External Affairs Randhir
Jaiswal said that the government is following the developments in the West Asia
region very closely. Noting the visits of External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar to
UAE and National Security Advisor Ajit Doval to Saudi Arabia, he said that the
government has also maintained India’s outreach to the countries in the Gulf
region. He added that Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal has also held
multiple engagements with counterparts across the Gulf. Mr Jaiswal said that these
coordinated efforts are aimed at addressing key shared concerns between India
and Gulf nations, including energy security, welfare of the Indian diaspora, and
other issues of mutual interest.

BYTE-RANDHIR JAISWAL

Addressing the briefing, Additional Secretary (Gulf) at the Ministry of
External Affairs Aseem Mahajan said that twelve Indian seafarers, who were stuck
in Iraq, arrived in Mumbai yesterday following the opening of Iraqg's airspace. He
added that Indian missions in Baghdad rendered all assistance to them and
facilitated their return to India. He further informed that the flights are operating
from various airports in Saudi Arabia and Oman to different destinations in India.

BYTE- ASSEM MAHAJAN

Briefing the media, Director at the Department of Animal Husbandry and
Dairying, Puja Rustagi said that the milk procurement, processing and supply
across the country remain uninterrupted amid the ongoing West Asia crisis. She
added that the prices of milk and milk products are stable. Ms Rustagi added that
no supply disruption has occurred in the market, and payments to dairy farmers
have continued throughout the crisis period. She further noted that the department
has been closely monitoring the situation and taken a series of proactive measures
to ensure smooth operations in the dairy value chain.

BYTE-SUJATA SHARMA
SHIVANG/SAKLEN/1746 HRS



TAPAN EP-1 21-04-2026

REV. VP CIVIL SERVICE DAY

Vice President C.P. Radhakrishnan today said that the Civil Services play a
predominant role in implementing the government's plans and policies at the
grassroots level. Addressing the Civil Services Day in New Delhi, Mr Radhakrishnan
commended civil servants as the true implementers of government policies, and
said that their dedication has been instrumental in the achievements of the
government. The Vice President also said that plans can be made in capital Delhi,
but fruitful results in remote villages come only when they are implemented in their
true sense. He urged civil servants to ensure that their work reaches the remotest
corners, transforms lives, addresses grievances, and empowers citizens,
strengthening the values of equality, dignity, and justice. The Vice President also
encouraged civil servants to embrace emerging technologies such as Artificial
Intelligence, Machine Learning, Natural Language Processing, and Blockchain. Mr
Radhakrishnan further expressed satisfaction at the increasing participation of
women in civil services. He added that women are playing a leading role in
development, supported by initiatives such as Lakhpati Didis and Namo Drone
Didis. On the occasion he also highlighted key achievements of the government,
including nearly 25 crore people being lifted out of poverty, the construction of over
4 crore houses for the poor, and the development of border villages as vibrant
communities.

BYTE - VICE PRESIDENT

Calling Sardar Vallabhai Patel the father of All India Services, the Vice
President said that Sardar Patel brought the nation together under a shared spirit of
service and unity. He said that the steps of Sardar Patel have enabled the country's
journey from colonial India to Viksit Bharat. Mentioning several initiatives of the
government, Mr Radhakrishnan said that, be it infrastructure, health or education,
India now holds a place of pride on the global stage.

BYTE- C.P.RADHAKRISHNAN

In his address, Union Minister of State for Personnel and Public Grievances
Dr Jitendra Singh said that under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
there has been a paradigm shift in governance. He said that over the last 12 years
the country shifted from administration centric governance to citizen-centric
governance.

VISHNU/ANKIT/SAMARTH/1732 HRS

TAPAN EP-II 21.04.2026

FUR REV EVE US-IRAN TALKS
A cloud of uncertainty has settled over potential US-Iran negotiations in
Islamabad, fueled by a combination of Iranian defiance and shifting signals from



the White House. It comes as Iran's chief negotiator and parliament speaker
Mohammed Bagher Ghalibaf in a social media post said, Tehran does not accept
negotiations under the shadow of threats and the Islamic Republic has been
preparing to reveal new cards on the battlefield. Meanwhile, Iranian state television
also issued an on-screen alert today saying that no delegation from Tehran has
visited Islamabad in Pakistan so far. The alert likely reflects the internal debate
ongoing within Iran's theocracy as it weighs how to respond to the US Navy's
seizure of an Iranian container ship over the weekend. Last time, Parliamentary
speaker Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf led the Iranian side. On the other hand, US
President Donald Trump offered mixed messages about the path ahead for the
United States' war against Iran, declaring that he was in no rush to end the conflict.
President Trump has indicated that US Vice President JD Vance is expected to lead
an American team to the talks. Mr Trump said he is highly unlikely to renew the
ceasefire before it expires tomorrow.

SWATI/PTI/1752

TAPAN EP-II 21/04/26
PAK-AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

Global rights watchdog Amnesty International has flagged growing
restrictions on civil liberties in Pakistan, citing curbs on free speech, peaceful
assembly and political activity. According to Amnesty International annual report,
changes to laws related to online speech and anti-terror activities have led to
arrests of journalists, activists and opposition figures, and warned that authorities
are increasingly using cybercrime and security laws to silence dissent. The report
also raised concerns over enforced disappearances, saying protests in Balochistan
and Sindh were suppressed. It said Pakistan’s 27th constitutional amendment
weakened judicial independence and expanded immunity for top state offices,
while censorship and internet restrictions have intensified, including alleged
arbitrary online shutdowns.

<><><>JPG/IANS/1754 HRS

DAY IPL

In IPL Cricket, Sun Risers Hyderabad will face Delhi Capitals at Rajiv Gandhi
International Stadium in Hyderabad at 7:30 this evening. Yesterday, Mumbai
Indians defeated Gujarat Titans by 99 runs in a league-stage match at the
Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad. Put into bat first, Mumbai Indians posted
199 runs for five wickets in 20 overs, riding on Tilak Varma’'s maiden unbeaten
century in just 45 balls. In reply, Gujarat Titans were bundled out for 100 runs in
15.5 overs. Tilak Varma was named the player of the match.



