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REV. WB — CAMPAIGNING

The campaigning for the second and final phase of assembly elections in
West Bengal will end this evening. 142 constituencies will go to polls in
this phase on 29th of this month. The assembly segments that will vote in
the second phase cover eight electoral districts, including Kolkata North,
Kolkata South, Howrah, Nadia, North 24 Parganas, South 24 Parganas,
Hooghly and Purba Bardhaman.

Leaders from all major parties are holding rallies across the
state. Senior BJP leader and Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
address a public meeting at Jilepi Math in Jagatdal today.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will hold two road shows.
The first will be from Behala Thana to Manton. The second will
take place at Chandannagar Bagbazar in Hooghly.

Trinamool leader Mamata Banerjee has multiple programs
scheduled for the day. She will walk in a public outreach march
from Sukanta Setu in Jadavpur in support of the party’s
candidates for the Jadavpur and Tollygunge constituencies. Later,
she has a public outreach program in her own constituency,
Bhabanipur.

Trinamool’s All India General Secretary Abhishek Banerjee is
scheduled to campaign in Ranaghat, Hooghly, Arambagh, and
Maheshtala in support of party candidates.

The first phase of polling in West Bengal registered a record voter



turnout of 93.19 per cent on April 23.

The counting for all four states - Keralam, Assam, West Bengal, Tamil
Nadu and one Union Territory Puducherry will be held on May 4.

PM - SIKKIM VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will arrive in Gangtok today on a two-
day visit to Sikkim. Mr Modi will take part in the closing ceremony of 50
years of Sikkim’s statehood and inaugurate, lay foundation stone of
multiple projects worth four thousand crore rupees during his visit.

Upon his arrival, Prime Minister will take part in a road show from
Biralu Dwar to MG Marg this afternoon. Later, he will interact with the BJP
workers.

On the next day, Mr Modi will participate in the closing ceremony of
Sikkim’s 50th Year of Statehood celebrations at Paljor Stadium, where he
will inaugurate, launch and lay the foundation stone of multiple
development projects over 4,000 crore rupees across the state. The
development projects will cover infrastructure, connectivity, healthcare,
education, power, urban development, environment, tourism and
agriculture sector.

The Sikkim government will present a grand cultural event themed -
1000 Steps of Unity involving nearly 1500 artists. Mr. Modi will also
address the gathering at the Paljor Stadium. The visit of the Prime Minister
marks an important milestone in the Golden Jubilee year of Sikkim’s
statehood and reflects the Modi government’s continued commitment to
the rapid and sustainable development of Sikkim.

INDIA-NZ FTA

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal has said that India and
New Zealand will sign a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) in New Delhi today,
marking a significant step towards strengthening economic ties between
the two countries. Speaking during his visit to the Taj Mahal in Agra with
New Zealand’s Minister for Trade and Investment, Todd McClay, Mr Goyal
said the agreement was finalised after years of high-level discussions and
will be signed in the presence of both leaders. The FTA aims to double
bilateral trade to five billion dollars over the next five vyears.



(S/B PIYUSH GOYAL)

PREZ-HP VISIT

President Droupadi Murmu will be on a five-day visit to Himachal
Pradesh beginning today for the summer sojourn. During her visit, the
President will stay at the Rashtrapati Niwas at Mashobra in Shimla. The
President will attend a banquet hosted by the Governor of Himachal
Pradesh at Lok Bhavan in Shimla tomorrow. On Wednesday, President
Murmu will visit the Atal Tunnel. She will also attend the convocation
ceremony of Chaudhary Sarwan Kumar Himachal Pradesh Krishi
Vishvavidyalaya at Palampur on Thusday. On the same day, the President
will host an At Home Reception at Rashtrapati Niwas in Mashobra. The
President will also visit the Army Training Command in Shimla on the last
day of her visit on 1st of next month.

NEELAM DP-1 27-04-
2026
RAJNATH-SCO MEETING

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will attend the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) Defence Ministers’ Meeting tomorrow in Bishkek,
Kyrgyzstan. In a social media post, Mr Singh noted that during the
meeting, he will highlight India’s commitment towards global peace, amidst
the security challenges prevailing in the world. He underlined that he will
also convey the country’s consistent stance on Zero Tolerance for
Terrorism and Extremism. The Defence Minister said that he looks forward
to interacting bilaterally with the counterparts of other SCO Member states
and with the Indian Community at Bishkek. The Minister has departed for
Kyrgyzstan today.

PRIYA/1039HRS
NEELAM DP-II 27.04.2026

WORLD TAPIR DAY

World Tapir Day is being observed today globally. This day is crucial
to raise awareness about the species of Tapir and to protect it from human
encroachment.



Tapirs are large herbivorous mammals that inhabit jungle and forest
regions of South America, Central America, and Southeast Asia. As large
herbivores, tapirs are invariably the first species affected by human
encroachment into their territory, and amongst the last to return to
regrowth forest. They require substantial tracts of undisturbed land to
maintain a genetically-diverse population. They form an important part of
the ecosystem as seed dispersers, and form one of the oldest surviving
genera in the animal kingdom.

VISHAL/CHIRAG/1004 HRS

NEELAM DP-II 27.04.2026

DESIGN DAY

International Design Day is being celebrated today globally. This day
commemorates the founding of the International Council of Design on 27th
of April in 1963. Until 2020, this event was celebrated as World Design
Day. Today is an opportunity to recognise the value of design and its
capacity to effect change. The theme for this year is - "the spaces in
between".

The International Council of Design has challenged designers to
reflect deeply on the well-being of people within their local environments,
and to find innovative solutions to local needs by using design as a vehicle
to honor diversity and transcend borders.

VISHAL/CHIRAG/NET/0959 HRS

SHUKLA MP-I 27-04-2026
REV IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast
scorching heat conditions to continue over parts of Northwest and
Central India for the next three days and abate thereafter.
According to IMD, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu
and Kashmir, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat and Vidarbha will experience heatwave conditions till
tomorrow. The weather agency has predicted Hot and humid weather
conditions in isolated pockets over Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Mahe and
Tamil Nadu today. It also said that Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi
Chhattisgarh and West Madhya Pradesh will likely experience warm night
conditions today.



The met department has predicted heavy to very heavy rainfall at
isolated places over Arunachal Pradesh and Assam and Meghalaya. The
weather body predicted Heavy Rainfall at isolated places over Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, West Bengal and Sikkim.

AKSHIT/0736

SHUKLA :: AARTI MP-1

27.04.2026
VP - AP VISIT

Vice-President CP Radhakrishnan will arrive in Andhra Pradesh today
on a two-day visit to the state. During the visit, the Vice-President will
participate in the centenary celebrations of Andhra University in
Visakhapatnam this evening. The event marks the completion of 100 years
of the Andhra University’s distinguished contribution to higher education
and academic excellence in the country.

ALLU MURALI, VIJAYAWADA, MAIL/0704

SHUKLA MP-1 27.04.2026

ADD NIA - WB BOMB

Meanwhile one person has been arrested. in connection with an
explosion case of 18th March when the blast occurred in West Bamunia
village of Chaltaberia, Bhangar, while crude bombs were being assembled.
The accused, Wahidul Islam Molla, is reported by NIA sources to be directly
involved in the incident.

Investigators say, Trinamool booth president Mosiur Kazi was injured
during the process. His body was later recovered nearly 24 kilometers
away in Haroa.

The NIA continues its probe into the wider network behind the case.

Sandipon Dasgupta, Kolkata, MAIL/0804



